AVARITA L. HANSON
Attorney and Legal Consultant
Atlanta, Georgia
Avarita L. Hanson, is currently a legal consultant and focuses her
work on professional responsibility, professionalism and
representation of select clients. She retired after serving eleven
years as Executive Director of the Chief Justice’s Commission on
Professionalism. She has served the legal community and the
community at-large for more than 39 years. Her varied professional
experience in legal and law-related environments includes legal
education, private law practice, judiciary, legal aid and government
(state, county and municipal).
Serving as Associate Dean and Associate Professor at Atlanta’s
John Marshall Law School from 2000 to 2006, she taught several courses, chaired the
Admissions Committee and advised the Black Law Students Association that now bears her
name and named its scholarship in her honor in April of 2018. She is credited with assisting
the school with achieving ABA accreditation.
Before academia, she headed special legal projects for the Health and Consumer
Services Section of the Georgia Secretary of State’s Office, was an Associate Judge Pro Hac
Vice for the Fulton County Juvenile Court, Clerk to the Fulton County Board of
Commissioners, and Pro Bono Project Director for the State Bar of Georgia and Georgia
Legal Services Program. Prior to and in between government positions, she engaged in
private law practice.
Avarita received her J. D. degree from the University of Pennsylvania in 1978 and
earned her A.B. degree in Afro-American Studies from Harvard University (Radcliffe College)
in 1975, finishing at the top of her class magna cum laude with highest honors and was
elected and remains the Treasurer of the Radcliffe Class of 1975.
Admitted to the State Bar of Texas in 1979, she first practiced as an Associate Attorney
with Fulbright & Jaworski in Houston, Texas. While in Houston, she was an officer of the
Black Women Lawyers Association, Houston Lawyers Association, and served on the Board
of the YWCA of Greater Houston. In 1982, Avarita relocated to Atlanta, worked with the City of
Atlanta’s Purchasing and Real Estate Department, was admitted to the State Bar of Georgia in
1984, then entered private practice. She immediately became engaged with community
service through several organizations, particularly the Georgia Association of Black Women
Attorneys (GABWA), Gate City Bar Association and Ben Hill United Methodist Church. She
assumed leadership quickly with GABWA, serving as its fourth president in 1985. She
founded the Legal Ministry at Ben Hill United Methodist Church, where she served on its
Board of Trustees and Property Committee. Gate City Bar’s 1991 President, her
administration earned the State Bar of Georgia’s top local bar award.
Many community organizations have benefitted from Hanson’s leadership and service.
She has served her college in many roles including President of the Harvard Club of Georgia
(1994-1995), Harvard Alumni Association Board (Elected Director, Regional Director,

Nominating Committee), Radcliffe College Alumnae Association (Board of Management, First
Vice President), Harvard Black Alumni Association Board, Kuumba Singers tour host, and
Class Reunion Committees. She is a Past President of Outstanding Atlanta that recognizes
emerging leaders, legal advisor to the Marian Woods Homeowners Association, alumna of
Leadership Atlanta, Leadership Georgia, and Leadership America and a past president of the
Atlanta Chapter of the Links, Inc. Hanson has also served on the boards of the YWCA of
Greater Atlanta, Rosalie Bishop Foundation, Boys Speak Out, Georgia Alliance of African
American Attorneys (Historian), Georgia Legal Services Program and Atlanta Legal Aid
Society. A tenured member mother with the Atlanta Chapter of Jack & Jill, Incorporated, she
regularly chaired its annual Black History Month Programs.
In 1985, Hanson was a candidate for College Park City Council for Ward 5 and forced a
12-year incumbent into a runoff, ending in a tied vote after disqualification of a voter resulted
in the incumbent’s one-vote victory. This campaign encouraged numerous minority and
women lawyers to seek elective office and others to become more engaged in the political
process. Active in the College Park Neighborhood Voters League, in later years she has been
a regular volunteer with the Election Protection Task Force, a nonpartisan effort to enable
voters to fairly participate in elections.
Most recently, Hanson received the highest award given to a Georgia lawyer from the
legal community for community service, the Justice Robert Benham Lifetime Achievement
Award for Community Service from the State Bar of Georgia and the Chief Justice’s
Commission on Professionalism. She has received numerous other awards and accolades
over the years. These include the State Bar of Georgia’s Resolution for Outstanding Service
to the Legal Profession and Justice System (2017), Thomas R. Burnside, Jr. Excellence in Bar
Leadership Award (GABWA, 2017), and Randolph Thrower Lifetime Achievement Award for
Commitment to Equality (2011). She received GABWA’s Spirit of GABWA Award (2007) and
Barbara Harris Award for Community Service (2006). In 2014, she received the Georgia Legal
Services Champions of Justice Award and the Multi-Bar Leadership Council’s Seth D.
Kirschenbaum Diversity Award. She was inducted into the Gate City Bar Hall of Fame in 2007
and received its R. Pruden Herndon Award for Community Service in 1997. She is also a
recipient of the Community Service Award for Peace and Justice from the Martin Luther King,
Jr. Center for Nonviolent Social Change (1993) and the Harvard Alumni Association Award
(1995).
She remains active with Cascade United Methodist Church, particularly its Legal
Ministry, the Lawyers Club of Atlanta, Atlanta Bar Association, Georgia Association for
Women Lawyers, Atlanta Bar Association, Atlanta Chapter of the Links. GABWA, Gate City
Bar Association and numerous State Bar of Georgia committees.
Born in New York City and raised in Mount Vernon, New York where she attended
public schools, she is the daughter of Earle and Gloria Hanson, Jamaican immigrants. Married
to her college classmate, William Alexander, M.D. for more than 42 years, they have two
sons, Justin Hanson Alexander (Tamu T. Brown, M.D.) and Colin Hanson Alexander, and one
grandson, Will Alexander.

M. ALEXIS SCOTT
Community Leader/Journalist
Atlanta, Georgia

After nearly 17 years as publisher of the Atlanta Daily
World, the newspaper founded by her grandfather in
1928, M. Alexis Scott was part of the executive team that opened the Center for Civil and
Human Rights in Downtown Atlanta in 2014 where as Vice President of membership, she
developed and implemented The Center’s membership program and assisted with
fundraising.
She managed business operations, news content and wrote a regular column for
the Daily World that in 2012 became part of the Real Times Media family of publications
joining the Chicago Defender, The Michigan Chronicle, The Pittsburgh Courier and the
Memphis Tri-State Defender. Scott had a 22-year career with the Atlanta JournalConstitution and Cox Enterprises, Inc., working her way

from reporter to vice

president/community affairs at the AJC, and Director of Diversity at Cox.
A well-respected political commentator since 2002 on the Georgia Gang, a week-inreview program broadcast Sundays on FOX 5 Atlanta, Scott continues to be involved in
the community with service on several boards, including AIB (Atlanta Interfaith
Broadcasters) Network (Chair), the Historic South-View Preservation Foundation
(Immediate-Past-Chair), Atlanta Convention & Visitors Bureau (Executive Committee),
High Museum of Art, and the Atlanta Jewish Film Festival. She has received many
awards and honors, including induction into three Halls of Fame: The Robinson College
of Business at Georgia State University, The Atlanta Press Club and The Atlanta
Convention & Visitors Bureau.
Scott attended Barnard College and studied Liberal Studies and Spelman College
where she studied Women’s Studies and Black Literature. A life-long member of First
Congregational Church, UCC, she was president of the congregation for 10 years and a
Sunday School teacher for 30 years. She is currently writing a memoir, including her
family’s newspaper story, My Part of the World, and has co-written a screenplay, Beech
Tree Forest, based on her father’s Army experiences during World War II.

DONALD LEE HOWELL
(1917–2004)
Civil Rights Attorney, Atlanta, Georgia
Donald Hollowell was born and raised in Wichita, Kansas,
and earned a high school diploma while serving six years
in the U.S. Army's 10th Cavalry Regiment (the original Buffalo Soldier
regiment). Although in Kansas, Hollowell did not encounter the racist Jim
Crow laws of the South, he faced blatant racism and discrimination while
serving in the U.S. Army during World War II. Hollowell recounted that
"army officials relegated him to eating in the kitchen, sleeping in quarters
adjacent to prisoners, and patronizing Jim Crow canteens." Hollowell's
experiences with racial segregation and discrimination and his involvement
with the Southern Negro Youth Congress after the war inspired him to
pursue the study of law to help in the fight for social justice. In 1947,
Hollowell graduated magna cum laude from Lane College in Jackson,
Tennessee, and he earned his law degree from Loyola University Chicago
School of Law in 1951.
In 1952, Hollowell set up a law practice in Atlanta, Georgia, where he
began to play a major role in the burgeoning civil rights struggle. Hollowell
became well known for fighting racial segregation in the State of Georgia.
Hollowell sued the University of Georgia, charging the institution with racist
admission policies. The suit ended in 1961 with a federal court order
demanding the admission of two African American students, Charlayne
Hunter and Hamilton E. Holmes. In 1960, Hollowell and co-counsel Horace
Ward won a victory in the Georgia Court of Appeals which secured the
release of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. from the Georgia State Prison. In
another case, Hollowell and members of his firm prevented the
electrocution of a 15-year-old black youth from Monticello, Georgia, five

days before the scheduled execution. Hollowell and civil rights champion
C. B. King also defended Dr. King and hundreds of civil rights activists in
the historic civil rights campaign in Albany, Georgia known as the Albany
Movement.
In 1966, President Lyndon B. Johnson appointed Hollowell as
regional director of the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission
(EEOC), a government agency that monitors workplace discrimination. This
appointment made Hollowell the first black regional director of a major
federal agency. Hollowell remained with the EEOC for nearly 20 years.
Hollowell also served as president of the Voter Education Project, where he
helped increase the number of African-American voters from 3 million to 5.5
million.
In 2002, the University of Georgia awarded Hollowell its honorary
Doctor of Laws degree. Hollowell died on December 27, 2004 of heart
failure. He was 87 years old. To honor him, the City of Atlanta renamed
Bankhead Highway (U.S. 78) in his honor; Emory University named a
professorship in his honor, as well. Hollowell was a dedicated member of
Kappa Alpha Psi fraternity. In 1968, he received the Fraternity's highest
honor, the Laurel Wreath Award, for his work in civil rights.
Hollowell was married to Louise T. Hollowell, a magna cum laude
graduate of Morris Brown College and a distinguished Professor of English
(Emeritus) at Morris Brown. In 1997, Louise Hollowell and Martin Lehfeldt
authored a book titled The Sacred Call: A Tribute to Donald L.
Hollowell—Civil Rights Champion, which chronicles Hollowell's service and
achievements. The book also tells the love story of Donald and Louise
Hollowell, who celebrated their 61st wedding anniversary in 2004.

MAURICE C. DANIELS
Professor Emeritus, University of Georgia
Ed.D., Higher Education Administration, Indiana University
MSW, Indiana University
B.A., Psychology, Indiana University
Maurice C. Daniels is co-founder and director of The Foot
Soldier Project for Civil Rights Studies, which was established in
1999. From July 2005 through June 2016 he served as dean of
the University of Georgia School of Social Work. As dean, Daniels
advanced interdisciplinary scholarship and social justice through
the development of new degrees, endowed professorships and a research center. During
his tenure, the school created dual master’s of social work degrees in law, public health
and divinity—each one a first for the state of Georgia. He also promoted the endowment
of two professorships: the Donald L. Hollowell Distinguished Professorship of Social
Justice and Civil Rights Studies—the university’s inaugural distinguished professorship
named for an African American—and the Georgia Athletic Association Professorship in
Health and Well-Being. In addition, he ushered the creation of the interdisciplinary Center
for Social Justice, Human and Civil Rights.
Prior to becoming dean, Daniels served as associate dean, director of the Master
of Social Work degree program, and director of the Patricia Roberts Harris Fellowship
Program at UGA.
Daniels is the author of Saving the Soul of Georgia: Donald L. Hollowell and the
Struggle for Civil Rights(University of Georgia Press, December 2013), and Horace T.
Ward: Desegregation of the University of Georgia, Civil Rights Advocacy, and
Jurisprudence (Clark Atlanta University Press, 2001). Howard University Press reissued
a classic edition of Horace T. Ward in 2004. He is the executive producer of four critically
acclaimed public television documentaries including Donald L. Hollowell: Foot Soldier for
Equal Justice, which originally aired on Georgia Public Broadcasting in 2010.

Daniels’ scholarly articles and national conference papers focusing on civil rights
and social justice have appeared in the Journal of Social Work Education, Journal of
Human Behavior in the Social Environment, Human Services in the Rural Environment,
Georgia Law Review and other scholarly journals and volumes. He was principal
investigator or co-principal investigator on extramural grants funded by the United States
Department of Education and the National Institute of Mental Health.
Honored repeatedly for his research, teaching, and service, Daniels is the recipient
of the Phi Kappa Phi Honor Society Love of Learning Award, the Indiana University
School of Education Distinguished Alumni Award, Athens Area Habitat for Humanity
Outstanding Service Award, the Athens-Clarke County NAACP Freedom Fund Award,
and several awards at UGA, including the President’s Fulfilling the Dream Award, the
Institute for African American Studies Founder’s Award, the Center for Teaching and
Learning’s Senior Teaching Fellowship, the School of Social Work’s Outstanding
Research Award, and a number of Black Faculty and Staff Organization Outstanding
Achievement Awards.

The 113th General Assembly of the

Indiana House of

Representatives also honored Daniels with House Resolution No. 74, which recognized
his "accomplishments in the areas of civil and human rights and social justice."
Daniels holds a bachelor’s degree in psychology, a master's degree in social work,
and a doctoral degree in higher education from Indiana University. In addition to his
scholarly work, he is active in civil rights and social reform organizations. He is co-founder
of Athens Area Habitat for Humanity, co-founder of the UGA Black Faculty and Staff
Organization (BSFO), and played a key role in the establishment of the UGA Institute for
African American Studies, Department of Minority Services and Programs, and Office of
Institutional Diversity. Daniels is a life member of the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People (NAACP), the Association for the Study of African
American Life and History (ASALH), and the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc.

THE HON. WARREN DAVIS
Judge, Superior Court of Gwinnett County
Lawrenceville, Georgia
Judge Warren Davis began his judicial career as a magistrate in 1984
serving in the Gwinnett Magistrate Court. In 1987, he became Chief
Magistrate where he served for more than twenty-one (21) years until
2008 when he was appointed to the Superior Court.
Judge Davis earned his Master in Judicial Studies Degree from the National Judicial
College/University of Nevada. He also earned a B.A. and LL.B. Judge Davis has authored
numerous legal articles for training both judges and lawyers. Prior to his admittance to
the Georgia Bar in 1979, Judge Davis was a Gwinnett County police officer and detective
who worked two years undercover in narcotics investigations
Judge Davis has received state and national bar association awards for court
innovation and public service. Notably, he received the State Bar of Georgia’s 2009
Thomas R. Burnside, Jr. Excellence in Bar Leadership Award and the American Bar
Association’s 2000 William R. McMahon Award for technical innovation in a court of
limited jurisdiction. He also is the recipient of the 1998 Georgia Council of Court
Administrators Award for creating a video warrant system and the 1998 National
Association of Counties Achievement Award for pioneering court innovation. He created
Gwinnett’s first court mediation program with the Justice Center of Atlanta.
He is a frequent presenter of community and CLE courses. For the community, he
presents an hour-long course, “You Be The Judge,” with role playing and age appropriate
scenarios. For lawyers and judges, he is a frequent CLE/CJE presenter of professionalism
programs and relevant publications.
Judge Davis is married to “co-counsel,” Elizabeth Belden, and has a total of seven
children & step-children and five grand-children.

STANLEY E. FOSTER
Managing Partner
Hollowell Foster & Herring PC
Atlanta, Georgia

Stanley E. Foster has been with Hollowell Foster & Herring PC since
1985 and became a partner with the firm in 1988. Mr. Foster specializes in
general corporate and business law. His practice focuses principally in public
finance law as bond counsel, underwriter's counsel or insurer's counsel.
Mr. Foster received his Bachelor of Arts degree in Political Science from
Brown University in 1975. He received his Juris Doctorate from the University
of Pennsylvania's School of Law in 1978, where he served as an Arthur J.
Littlejohn Legal Writing Fellow.
Mr. Foster is a member of the State Bar of Georgia, American Bar
Association, National Association of Bond Lawyers, and Gate City Bar
Association.

http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/history-archaeology/
c-b-king-1923-1988#print

C. B. King (1923-1988)
Original entry by Mary Sterner Lawson, Albany State University, 12/09/2003
Last edited by NGE Staff on 07/13/2015
C. B. King was a
prominent African
American lawyer known
for his courage, courtroom
eloquence, and legal skills
in the face of fierce and
even violent opposition
during the civil rights
struggle in southwest
Georgia. The first black
lawyer in the area, King
was an inspiration to an
entire generation of young
law interns and civil rights
activists.
Early Years
The third of seven sons,
Chevene Bowers King
was born in Albany in
1923 to Margaret Slater
and Clennon W. "Daddy"
King, both of whom were graduates of Alabama's Tuskegee Institute. Daddy King had earned
Tuskegee expenses by working as a "buggy boy" for the institute's celebrated president, Booker T.
Washington. The drive for education, an important part of the King family's priorities, became the
path toward distinction for the young King and his brother Preston King. Ultimately the family's
involvement in the civil rights movement led to national and international prominence for four of
the King sons, C. B., Preston, Slater, and Clennon.
Like his siblings, C. B. King was educated in Albany's segregated school system. Following a brief
period at Tuskegee and employment at a naval war plant in the Northwest, he served a tour of duty
in the U.S. Navy. King then attended Fisk University in Nashville, Tennessee, graduating in 1949.
Denied access to Georgia's whites-only law schools, King enrolled at Case Western Reserve
University in Cleveland, Ohio. In 1951, the year before he received his law degree, King wed Carol
Roumain; they eventually had five children.

Career

Back in Georgia, where he opened his King and Hollowell law practice in the mid-1950s, King was
one of only a handful of African American lawyers in the entire state and the only black lawyer south
of Atlanta who would take on civil and criminal cases. Frequently King's reception in the courts was
markedly uncivil. One of his legal partners in the 1970s, Herbert Phipps, now a Court of Appeals
of Georgia judge, recalled the hostility his partner faced. Phipps noted that court officials did not
want King in court and would try to make him leave or sit with the observers. Once, the judge would
not halt proceedings at King's request, though the case was going late into the night. When King
asked for water, he was brought a bucket with a ladle. Characteristically, he made this a matter of
court record, which later went up to the appeals court.
He stood his ground in the face of resentful opposition inside and outside the courtroom so firmly
that he was once asked if he had a chip on his shoulder. "I beg your pardon," he said, "I have the law
on my shoulder." Another time, King was addressed in court as "C. B." instead of "Mr. King," the
conventional manner of address accorded to white men. He countered the incivility by referring to
Police Chief Pritchett by his first name, Laurie.

In the earlier days of his practice reversals by a higher court were common occurrences for King,
whose clients were often unjustly tried and sentenced before all-white juries. Success sometimes
eluded him, as it did when he was unable to reverse the conviction of his brother Preston, who was
sentenced in 1961 for draft evasion. A large part of King's legal success can be attributed to his
masterful use of language, which often dismayed courtroom adversaries. Sometimes his superior use
of words provoked anger in opposing lawyers who were not sure of what he was saying. The civil
rights activist and Georgia congressman John Lewis, defended by King when he was jailed in
Americus during the 1960s, quipped that King used words that only King understood. King's
virtually photographic memory of the law put his opponents at a disadvantage. To the consternation
of the judge and court, he would cite an appropriate law in minute detail, sending the clerks scurrying
to the books to check on the accuracy of his statement. He was unfailingly correct.
The Civil Rights Era

Albany Movement Leaders
The 1960s brought a new set of complexities and challenges when ongoing struggles for equality of
opportunity came to a head in southwest Georgia, as they did throughout the South. Civil rights
protesters in the area looked to King, who aided them immeasurably. He was central to legal defense

throughout the Albany Movement and beyond, defending Freedom Riders, the Americus Four,
incarcerated civil rights protestors, and others caught up in the struggle for equality. Among his more
famous clients were Ralph Abernathy, Andrew Young, Martin Luther King Jr., and William G.
Anderson, leader of the Albany Movement.
C. B. King after Beating

In 1962, when King visited the jail to check up on white civil rights protester Bill Hansen, whose
white fellow prisoners had broken his jaw, Sheriff Cull Campbell assaulted King with a cane. A
national photographer's snapshot of the battered, bloodied, and bandaged attorney was picked up by
the wire services, made the first section of the New York Times, and was flashed around the world.
These and other incidents inspired King in his fight to counter the forces that so often tried to stop
his legal defense work. He worked hard to block literacy test requirements for voters and to integrate
schools, polling booths, public accommodations, the pool of city employees, and the jury system.
His efforts led to the 1968 Jury Selection and Service Act.
Political Career

King made two attempts to secure political office. His race to win a seat in the U.S. House of
Representatives in 1964, though unsuccessful, was a landmark effort, for he was the first black in
Georgia to run for Congress since the Reconstruction era. Nominated five years later, in 1969, by
the state's black leadership, he became Georgia's first African American candidate for governor. He
was supported by Andrew Young, Hosea Williams, and Julian Bond. Harry Belafonte gave a benefit
performance for the campaign. Although he did not win the governorship, his candidacy inspired
large numbers of black people to register, and their voting power ensured the election of several
black candidates for local and regional offices.
As a mentor for legal interns, King has had a far-reaching influence on the nation's legal system. Law
students came to his Albany firm from Harvard, Columbia, Yale, Howard, and Princeton
universities, and from the University of Massachusetts and the University of California at Berkeley.
A startling number of these young proteges underwent life-changing experiences under his tutelage,
and a considerable number went on to become highly distinguished judges, members of Congress,
and respected civil and environmental rights advocates. One 1963 Harvard intern, Elizabeth
Holtzman, became the district attorney for Brooklyn, New York City's comptroller, a member of the
U.S. House of Representatives, and a member of the congressional committee that investigated the
Watergate scandal during Richard Nixon's presidency.

C. B. King U.S. Courthouse
In January 1988, only a few weeks before his death, the Georgia state legislature formally recognized
his contribution to society. At the state capitol he was presented the first Martin Luther King Jr.
Humanitarian Award by the Georgia legislature and Governor Joe Frank Harris. As a culminating
tribute to King's legacy, in November 2002 the new federal courthouse in downtown Albany was
named in his honor.

CHEVENE B. KING, JR.
The C.B. King Law Firm
Albany, Georgia
Chevene Bowers King, Jr. was born in Cleveland Ohio
on September 16, 1952. He is the oldest of five (5)
children born to Attorney C. B. King and Mrs. Carol R.
(Johnson) King. After his family moved to his father's hometown of Albany,
Georgia, he attended the schools of that community until his enrollment in
Cushing Academy, from which he graduated from 1970. Thereafter, he
received a Bachelor of Arts degree from Oberlin College in 1974 and in 1977,
his LL.B. from Case-Western Reserve University in Cleveland, Ohio.
Upon graduation from law school, King worked as an Administrative
Law Judge for the State of Ohio until 1979, after which he moved to Southern
California. In 1982, he returned to Albany where he joined the firm of King and
Phipps, which has since been renamed The C. B. King Law Firm.
Since his admission to the Georgia bar in 1982, he has practiced
primarily in the areas of criminal defense, police misconduct, and employment
discrimination. Beginning in 1983, Attorney King and his father served as
general counsel and were partners in Sports Plus, Inc., a sports management
agency with headquarters in Oakland, California,
Attorney King is married to Dr. Donna Edmond-King and is the father of
four (4) children: Chevene III, Brandon Lanier, Cara-Anna Tubman, and
Alonzo Malik. He also is the grandfather of two (2) granddaughters: Chase
Bowers and Camden Bowers.

THE HON. HERBERT E. PHIPPS
Court of Appeals of Georgia, 1999- 2016
Chief Judge: July 1, 2013 - June 30, 2015
Judge Herbert E. Phipps was born to J.W. Phipps and Marion
Gadson Phipps in Baker County, Georgia. He and his wife,
Connie Curry Phipps, have a son, Herbert E. Phipps, Jr.,
daughter, India K. Epps, son-in-law, Will J. Epps, granddaughter,
Zoë Olivia Epps, and grandson, Evan James Epps.
Judge Phipps earned a B.A. degree, with a major in Political Science, from
Morehouse College. He earned a Juris Doctor degree from Case Western Reserve
University School of Law in Cleveland, Ohio, where he served as an editor of the Law
Review. Judge Phipps was later awarded a Master of Laws in the Judicial Process from
the University of Virginia School of Law. He has traveled extensively in Europe and Asia
and taught English at Thammasatt University and private schools in Bangkok, Thailand.
After law school, Judge Phipps returned to Albany, Georgia to join the law practice
of C.B. King. The firm emphasized civil rights litigation, including school desegregation,
voting rights, jury discrimination, student rights, police brutality and discriminatory
employment practices. From 1983 to 1995, Judge Phipps engaged in the solo practice
of law.
Judge Phipps served for eight years as part-time Magistrate and Associate Judge
of the Dougherty County State Court. He served as judge of the Dougherty County
Juvenile Court for seven years. Governor Zell Miller appointed him Judge of the
Dougherty Circuit Superior Court in 1995, and after being elected to a four-year term he
served in that court until Governor Roy Barnes appointed him to the Court of Appeals of
Georgia in July 1999. He has been elected statewide to serve three six-year terms on the
Court of Appeals. In 2010 he became a Presiding Judge of the Court, and he served as
the Chief Judge of the Court of Appeals from July 2013 through June 2015.
In June 2015, Judge Phipps received the the Randolph Thrower Lifetime
Achievement Award, presented by the State Bar of Georgia's Committee to Promote

Inclusion in the Profession; the Tradition of Excellence Award by the General Trial
Practice & Trial Section of the State Bar; and the Chief Justice Thomas O. Marshall
Professionalism Award by the State Bar Bench and Bar Committee. The Logan E.
Bleckley Distinguished Service Award was conferred upon Judge Phipps by the Litigation
Section of the Atlanta Bar Association in May 2015. Judge Phipps was honored as a
Legal Legend by the Georgia Lawyer Chapter of the American Constitution Society in
November 2014. Judge Phipps received The Nestor Award from the Georgia Legal
History Foundation in March 2014 "for a lifetime of distinguished service as a wise and
honest Counselor and Mentor to the Bench and Bar." The State Bar of Georgia has
recognized Judge Phipps with the Justice Robert Benham Award for Community Service.
He has been inducted into the Society of Benchers of Case Western Reserve School of
Law. Judge Phipps's Commencement Address to the Class of 2007 of Case Western
Reserve School of Law, "Lawyers - the Guardians of Truth and Justice," is published at
58 Case Western Reserve Law Review 483 (2008). Judge Phipps delivered the
Commencement Address to the Class of 2014 of Atlanta's John Marshall Law School and
was awarded the Honorary Degree of Doctor of Laws.
Judge Phipps is a past Chairman of the Board of Directors of SB&T Bank of Albany
and Americus. He serves on the Board of Directors of the Georgia Appleseed Center for
Law and Justice. He is a Past President of the Lawyers Club of Atlanta. He is a member
of Bethel A.M.E. Church in Albany, Sigma Pi Phi Fraternity, Delta Delta Boule', The
Inquiry Club, and the Old War Horse Lawyers Club.
Judge Phipps has served on Georgia's Judicial Nominating Commission, the
Georgia Supreme Court Commission on Racial and Ethnic Bias, and the Georgia Indigent
Defense Council Advisory Committee. He is a former member of the State Bar Board of
Governors and past President of the Dougherty Circuit Bar Association. He has served
as President of the Albany Association for Retarded Citizens (now Albany Advocacy
Resource Center), the Albany Sickle Cell Foundation, the Faith Fund Foundation and The
Criterion Club. He has served on the Albany Technical Institute Board of Directors, the
Albany/Dougherty Chamber of Commerce, and the Southwest Georgia Home for
Convalescent and Aging Persons.

GREGORY W. EDWARDS
District Attorney
Dougherty Judicial District
Albany, Georgia
Greg Edwards, the District Attorney for the Dougherty Judicial Circuit,
was elected in 2008 and re-elected without opposition in 2012 and
2016. He is the first African-American District Attorney for Albany.
Edwards has practiced law since 1983, beginning his legal career with the Georgia
Legal Services Program in 1984 and he entered private practice in 1989. In 1990 he was
appointed as an Assistant District Attorney, he served as the Chief Assistant District
Attorney beginning in 1995 and he has also served as a Special Assistant United States
Attorney.
A 1979 graduate of Albany State University, Edwards received his B. A. degree in
History with a minor in Political Science. He earned his law degree from the Walter F.
George School of Law at Mercer University in 1983. He is a 1989 graduate of Leadership
Albany and a 2003 graduate of Leadership Georgia.
He presently serves on the Board of Governors of the State Bar of Georgia. He was
the President of the Dougherty Circuit Bar Association (2007-2008), C.B. King Bar
Association and was a member of the Georgia Alliance of African American Attorneys, He
was President of the District Attorney’s Association of Georgia (2014-2015) and the
Georgia Legal Services Program Board.
A member of the Prosecuting Attorneys' Council of Georgia, he was named its 2006
“Assistant District Attorney of the Year,” selected from over 1200 Georgia prosecutors
and its first African-American recipient.

As a result of high peer recognition and

professional achievement, he was named a Georgia “Super Lawyer” for 2006-2007 by
Atlanta Magazine. He served as the President of the District Attorney’s Association of
Georgia for 2014-2015 and has also been an instructor for the National College of District
Attorneys at the National Advocacy Center in Columbia, SC.

Edwards’ numerous awards include: the ARC Dedicated Board Member Service
award, Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority Community Service Award (2007), Georgia Criminal
Justice Coordinating Committee’s “Eagle Award” as an advocate for victims rights in the
judicial system (2008), Albany Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Celebration “Dream Award for
Community Service” (2010), “Ruth T. Kimbrough Distinguished Service Award” for
community service by Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority (2011)
Recently honored with a 2018 State Bar of Georgia’s Justice Robert Benham Award
for Community Service, Edwards developed a community initiative to help rebuild Albany
after a string of deadly and devastating tornadoes and storms tore through the City in
early 2017. Growing Albany’s Next Generation (GANG) was his initiative to engage youths
at risk for gang involvement plant seeds in storm-impacted areas to help re-beautify the
city, while giving them a way to earn money while feeling ownership and pride in their
community. Greg is major supporter of the annual Walk A Mile in Her Shoes event
sponsored by the Lily Pad, the local Child Advocacy Center, a fundraiser to bring
awareness about and fight sexual violence. He and his team won the 2017 Most Spirited
Award.
Edwards’ extensive community service includes the Hines Memorial CME Church
(Board of Trustees Co-Chair, Community Outreach Ministry); Albany Civil Rights Institute
(Board), Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. (Life Member, Project Alpha Weekend Retreat),
Sigma Gamma Rho (Annual Community Youth Symposium); Albany Rotary Club, 100
Black Men of Albany, and Criterion Club of Albany. He has been a Cubmaster, Georgia
High School Mock Trial Coach and Parental Advisory Council Member of the Dougherty
County Health Association. He has also served on the Board of Directors of the Georgia
District of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Albany-Dougherty affiliate of Communities in
Schools and the Albany Advocacy Resource Center (ARC).
He is married to the former Regina Boyd and they have one son.

CHRISTOPHER L. JOHNSON
Senior Attorney
The Hatchett Firm, P.C.
Atlanta, Georgia
Native Atlantan Christopher L. Johnson, grew up in a
family of attorneys and is active with the Gate City Bar
Association. In May of 2017, he joined The Hatchett
Firm, practicing with his mother, Judge Glenda Hatchett, as a Senior Attorney.
Chris has practiced in a variety of legal environments. More recently,
he was an associate attorney with Gray, Rust, St. Amand, Moffett & Brieske
LLP from 2014 to 2017. From September 2013 to December 2014, he
practiced as associate with Moore Ingram Johnson & Steele, and for nearly
two years before that he was an Associate with Commander Pound LLP. He
did a brief stint as Executive Corporate Counsel with The Coca-Cola
Company in 2011.
Chris received his law degree from the Emory University School of Law
in 2011. He received his Bachelor of Arts degree in Political Science from the
University of Michigan in 2008.

FRANCYS JOHNSON
The Johnson Firm, PC
Stateboro, Georgia
Francys Johnson is a civil rights attorney, pastor and educator. He
is in private practice with The Johnson Firm P.C. Attorneys and
Counselors of Law in Statesboro, Georgia and practices criminal
and civil law in all State and Federal Courts in Georgia.
Johnson was born in Sylvania, Georgia, where he attended public
schools. He earned an undergraduate degree at Georgia Southern
University and law degree from the University of Georgia. He was
elected to the Pi Sigma Alpha Political Science Honor Society and
is a member of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity. Johnson served on the faculties of Savannah
State University and Georgia Southern University and has lectured on American
Government, Race and the Law, Constitutional and Criminal law.
Johnson became an ordained minister in the Baptist Church in the late 1990s and is
is the ninth pastor of Mount Moriah Baptist Church in Pembroke, Georgia and the Magnolia
Missionary Baptist Church of Statesboro, Georgia. He was employed by the American
Heart and Stroke Association as Vice President of Cultural Health Initiatives and worked
to develop strategies to overcome racial, ethnic and gender health disparities and to
strengthen diversity within the organization's operations.
Long active in the NAACP in Georgia, in 2006 he was appointed as Southeast
Regional Director of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People
(NAACP), a region representing over 60% of the membership of the organization. After the
national organization restructured and closed the regional offices, he served as Executive
Director of the Georgia State Conference of the NAACP. As regional director, Johnson
worked to strengthen the NAACP's legal and political influence in the deep South through
the establishment of "Citizen Review Boards" to address incidents of alleged police brutality
in Georgia, Tennessee and Florida, to monitor the application of desegregation orders in
Georgia, Florida, Mississippi and Alabama, and to mobilize local and regional support for
affirmative action.
During Johnson’s tenure, the Georgia NAACP filed 10 federal and state lawsuits
addressing redistricting and voting rights. The Georgia State Conference NAACP fought
successfully in alliance with the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) during the 2006
midterm elections to gain a federal court injunction to prevent implementation of voter

identification legislation that would have required voters without a driver's license to pay to
get a new digital picture identification card. Prior to the legislation, 17 types of identification,
such as copies of utility bills and other documents without picture identification, were
acceptable. Opponents of the legislation argued that it was a violation of the Voting Rights
Act and expressed concern that it might reduce minority voter participation. Proponents of
the legislation argued that the legislation was an attempt to reduce voter fraud. In the 2004
election, as many as 150,000 Georgians had used alternative identification to vote.
On behalf of the NAACP Southeast Region, Johnson opposed a bill to establish April
as Confederate History and Heritage Month, arguing that the state had never apologized
for slavery. Johnson also lobbied to reform Georgia's criminal code, so that its application
did not produce racial disparities. One such effort helped overturn the conviction of
Genarlow Wilson who was 17 years old when he had a sexual encounter with a 15-year-old
female and was convicted of felony aggravated child molestation. He spent two years
behind bars before Georgia changed its law regarding teenage sex. Initially ordered
released, the order was stayed after a challenge from the state attorney general. Numerous
civil rights groups argued for Wilson's release and ultimately, the Georgia Supreme Court
ordered Generlow Wilson released.
Johnson is credited with restoring the voting rights litigation prowess of the NAACP
in Georgia while attracting younger professionals and bridging the gaps in Georgia between
millennial activists groups such as Black Lives Matter. On October 5, 2013, he was
described as the civil rights organization's youngest President at the 71st Civil Rights
Convention in Columbus, Georgia. He is the Co-Convener of Moral Monday Georgia
Movement, a multi-issue, multiracial, nonpartisan coalition of organizations aimed at
restoring positive morality to public discourse, policy, and politics. The group launched
teach-ins, public demonstrations and led more than 72 clergy and other citizens in acts of
civil disobedience to confront issues including Georgia’s failure to expand Medicaid,
draconian drug laws, discriminatory stances toward the GBLTQ community and "Stand
Your Ground" legislation. Johnson stepped down from his post on July 23, 2017 and is a
candidate for the United States Congress.
He is married to Meca Renee Williams, Ph.D and they have three sons, Thurgood
Joshua Johnson, Langston Hughes Elijah Johnson, and Frederick Douglass Caleb
Johnson. Johnson was inducted into the John F. Nolen, Jr. Hall of Leaders for Excellence
in Service & Leadership at Georgia Southern University.

CLYDE E. MIZE, JR.
Partner
Morris Manning & Martin LLP
Atlanta, Georgia
Clyde Mize is Partner in the firm’s Residential Real Estate
Practice at the Northside (North Atlanta) Office. Mr. Mize
practices in the areas of residential and commercial real
estate, finance and government guaranteed lending. He
represents clients in all phases of real estate including
acquisitions, developments, financing and sales. He is an
active member of the Atlanta real estate community and often speaks on a variety of
issues of interest concerning the financial and real estate industries. Mr. Mize is currently
Chair of the firm’s Diversity Committee.
Prior to joining Morris, Manning & Martin, Mr. Mize practiced in Chicago in the areas
of real estate and commercial litigation. While in Chicago, Mr. Mize counseled individual
and corporate clients regarding commercial and residential real estate, zoning and
construction matters.
Clyde received his Juris Doctor degree from the University of Iowa in 1998 and
served on the Iowa Law Foundation Board, as a Director of the Trial Advocacy Board and
was a National Trial Advocacy Competition Regional Finalist. He received his Bachelor
of Arts degree from the University of Illinois in1995. He was admitted to the Illinois Bar in
1999 and State Bar of Georgia in 2003.
Clyde is the 2018 President of the Gate City Bar Association and as a member of
the Gate City Bar Foundation Board. He serves as the Chair of the State Bar of Georgia’s
Diversity Program and on the Board of Directors of 100 Black Men of Atlanta. He also
serves on the board of the YWCA of Northwest Georgia. He is a member of the Georgia
Real Estate Closing Attorneys Association and was selected to appear in Who’s Who in
Black Atlanta (2009). He is a member of Sigma Pi Phi Fraternity, Kappa Boule.
He is married to Dr. Ida Rose-Mize, a Pediatric Dentist in Lithia Springs, Georgia,
and they have a son and daughter.

DERRICK ALEXANDER POPE, J.D.
President and Managing Director
The Arc of Justice Institute
Decatur, Georgia
Derrick Alexander Pope is President and Managing Director of The Arc of Justice
Institute, a public educational institution fostering a greater understanding of the rule of
law. A native of Atlanta, Georgia, he earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in Political Science
from Morris Brown College and is a graduate of Loyola University School of Law in New
Orleans, Louisiana, earning top honors in the Loyola Law Clinic.
Derrick has a lifelong passion of getting information to people and offering thoughtprovoking insight on how that information can be used to make lasting transformation. He
brings this passion to the flagship initiative of the Institute – its plans to develop a traveling
legal exhibit depicting the role of lawyers and judges in the American civil rights
movement.
Derrick has written two books, produced one spoken word CD with his daughter
Sydney, and has more than twenty-five years’ experience in the private, public and
academic, legal sectors.
Derrick is a member of the State Bar of Georgia (co-chair of the Committee to
Promote Inclusion in the Profession; member of the Long-Range Planning Committee) the
Phi Alpha Delta Law Fraternity, the United States Supreme Court Historical Society and
the Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity. He and his wife Lanette reside in Decatur, Georgia with
their daughter Sydney Alizabeth, a rising freshman at Valdosta State University.

TIFFANY WILLIAMS ROBERTS
Community Engagement & Movement Building Counsel
Southern Center for Civil Rights
Atlanta, Georgia

Tiffany Roberts, Community Engagement & Movement Building Counsel at
Southern Center for Human Rights, is a civil rights and criminal defense attorney in
Atlanta. She has practiced criminal defense since 2008, first as a public defender with
the Atlanta Judicial Circuit Public Defender and later as a solo practitioner beginning in
2011. As a public defender, she represented indigent clients who faced felony
prosecution. She graduated from the Gideon’s Promise trial advocacy training program
and expanded her private practice to include civil rights litigation for victims of police
abuse.
A significant portion of Tiffany’s practice is dedicated to pro bono representation of
activists and organizers. She has been recognized by the Atlanta NAACP, DeKalb
Lawyers Association and Southern Center for Human rights for movement lawyering and
social justice activism. SCHR awarded Tiffany and other members of the pro bono legal
team representing Basil Eleby (accused in 2017 of setting a fire on Interstate I-85) with
their Gideon’s Promise Award.
Tiffany has volunteered with organizations promoting justice, fairness and equity in
the criminal justice system for her entire legal career. A community organizer, in 2008 she
co-founded the police accountability organization, Building Locally to Organize for
Community Safety (BLOCS), to promote a holistic approach to public safety. BLOCS
successfully advocated for legislative improvements to the Atlanta Citizen Review Board
and other critical local policy changes. In 2015, Tiffany co-founded Lawyers United for
a New Atlanta (LUNA) to respond to calls for criminal justice reforms in Atlanta
courtrooms. She is also a founding member of the Atlanta chapter of the global Black
Lives Matter network, which first convened in 2015. She was featured as a critic’s choice
for one of four Best Citizen Activists by Creative Loafing Atlanta that same year.

Along with her work with grassroots organizations, Tiffany is extensively involved
in government reform efforts. In 2010, she was appointed to the search committee for the
selection of the Atlanta’s police chief based on her BLOCS leadership. In 2013 she
served on an Atlanta City Council working group to evaluate legislation to address the
equitable treatment of sex workers in the city limits. She joined the Atlanta Fulton County
Pre-Arrest Diversion Program (PAD) Design Team in 2017 and continues to work on its
Advisory Board. PAD enables law enforcement to refer community members to social
services in lieu of arrest.

Tiffany is a member of Mayor Keisha Lance Bottoms’

Progressive Agenda Working Group (PAWG), which is responsible for populating and
convening commissions focusing on four key social justice issues: criminal justice reform,
housing affordability, homelessness and workforce development. Tiffany is co-chair of
the PAWG Criminal Justice Reform Commission and sits on Mayor Bottoms’ Transition
Team Criminal Justice Reform Subcommittee. Her work with PAWG in coalition with
several attorneys and community organizations was critical to securing bail reform within
Mayor Bottoms’ first month in office.

As chairperson of the Ebenezer Baptist Church

Social Justice Ministry, Tiffany works to build bridges between grassroots social justice
organizations, the legal community and faith-based institutions.
Tiffany is Deputy Director of the National Institute for Teaching Ethics and
Professionalism (NIFTEP) and Adjunct Professor of Law at the Georgia State University
College of Law. Since 2011, Tiffany has co-taught Fundamentals of Law Practice, an
experiential course that aims to prepare law students for small firm practice through liveclient representation, fieldwork and doctrinal instruction. Through her position with
NIFTEP, Tiffany plans international workshops, conferences and symposia dedicated to
helping practitioners and academics find innovative ways to teach ethics and
professionalism to law students.

