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Who are we?

SOLACE is a program of the State

Bar of Georgia designed to assist 

those in the legal community who 

have experienced some significant, 

potentially life-changing event in their 

lives. SOLACE is voluntary, simple and 

straightforward. SOLACE does not 

solicit monetary contributions but 

accepts assistance or donations in kind.

Contact SOLACE@gabar.org for help.

HOW 
CAN WE 
HELP YOU?

How does SOLACE work?

If you or someone in the legal 

community is in need of help, simply 

email SOLACE@gabar.org. Those emails 

are then reviewed by the SOLACE 

Committee. If the need fits within the 

parameters of the program, an email 

with the pertinent information is sent 

to members of the State Bar. 

What needs are addressed?

Needs addressed by the SOLACE 

program can range from unique medical 

conditions requiring specialized referrals 

to a fire loss requiring help with clothing, 

food or housing. Some other examples 

of assistance include gift cards, food, 

meals, a rare blood type donation, 

assistance with transportation in a 

medical crisis or building a wheelchair 

ramp at a residence.



A solo practitioner’s 

quadriplegic wife needed 

rehabilitation, and members 

of the Bar helped navigate 

discussions with their 

insurance company to obtain 

the rehabilitation she required.

A Louisiana lawyer was in need 

of a CPAP machine, but didn’t 

have insurance or the means 

to purchase one. Multiple 

members offered to help.

A Bar member was dealing 

with a serious illness and in 

the midst of brain surgery, 

her mortgage company 

scheduled a foreclosure on 

her home. Several members 

of the Bar were able to 

negotiate with the mortgage 

company and avoided the 

pending foreclosure.

Working with the South 

Carolina Bar, a former 

paralegal’s son was flown 

from Cyprus to Atlanta 

(and then to South Carolina) 

for cancer treatment. 

Members of the Georgia and 

South Carolina bars worked 

together to get Gabriel and 

his family home from their 

long-term mission work. 

TESTIMONIALS
In each of the Georgia SOLACE requests made to date, Bar members have graciously 

stepped up and used their resources to help find solutions for those in need.

The purpose of the SOLACE program is to allow the legal community to 
provide help in meaningful and compassionate ways to judges, lawyers, 

court personnel, paralegals, legal secretaries and their families who 
experience loss of life or other catastrophic illness, sickness or injury. 

Contact SOLACE@gabar.org for help.
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FOREWORD

Dear ICLE Seminar Attendee,

Thank you for attending this seminar.  We are grateful to the Chairperson(s) for organizing this 
program.  Also, we would like to thank the volunteer speakers. Without the untiring dedication 
and eff orts of the Chairperson(s) and speakers, this seminar would not have been possible. 
Their names are listed on the AGENDA page(s) of this book, and their contributions to the success 
of this seminar are immeasurable.

We would be remiss if we did not extend a special thanks to each of you who are attending this 
seminar and for whom the program was planned.  All of us at ICLE hope your attendance will 
be benefi cial as well as enjoyable.   We think that these program materials will provide a great 
initial resource and reference for you.  

If you discover any substantial errors within this volume, please do not hesitate to inform us.  
Should you have a different legal interpretation/opinion from the speaker’s, the appropriate 
way to address this is by contacting him/her directly.  

Your comments and suggestions are always welcome.

Sincerely, 
Your ICLE Staff 

Jeff rey R. Davis
Executive Director, State Bar of Georgia

Rebecca A. Hall
Associate Director, ICLE
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INTRODUCTION

Dear CLE Participant:

Thank you for attending the CLE Program:  Social  Justice  Advocacy in Action – Finding

Your Passion.  This is another unique program featuring participants who reflect several

generations of lawyers who have advocated in many ways for social justice in Georgia and

throughout America. Their advocacy has positively changed lives and people.  We encourage

you to tell your stories and make your mark on history, as well. 

We are excited to present this program and to continue the unique tradition of Georgia's

diversity bars that now for more than three decades have presented a CLE at the State Bar of

Georgia's Annual Meeting. This tradition started with GABWA in 1984 and its partners have

grown to include among them the Gate City Bar Association, DeKalb Lawyers Association,

Georgia Alliance of African American Attorneys, Advocacy for Action, The Arc of Justice

Institute and the State Bar Committee to Promote Inclusion in the Profession. Other groups

have participated over the years and it is our hope to continue this tradition and focus attention

and learning on issues and people who have addressed social justice in Georgia.

Among our speakers is Attorney Howard Moore and his wife Attorney Jane Bond Moore,

both in their eighties and living in Berkeley, California.  Mr. Moore is an emeritus Georgia

lawyer and his wife (who went to law school at age 35) is a lawyer as well. To say that we have

a unique opportunity to hear from this couple is an understatement.  As a civil rights lawyer

licensed in 1962 who was one of  only ten Georgia African American lawyers at that time, it is

fair to say that it is simply the time to focus attention on Mr. Moore and his wife's contributions

to social justice. 

We will hear from Judge Glenda Hatchett whose life has gone “full circle.”  She  left her

Delta Air Lines corporate post for the Fulton County Juvenile Court, then served as a TV Judge,

and now works as both a TV judge and private practitioner.  She has her own story to tell as she

has embarked on several new professional and personal journeys in pursuit of social justice. 

Our last panel explores what other noted attorneys are doing to find their passion for

social justice advocacy. In a panel moderated by Tiffany Williams Roberts of the Southern

Center for Human Rights, we explore the myriad of issues needing advocates and hear from

attorneys who found their place as elected officials and as preservers of the history of social

justice advocates. Cobb County Commissioner Lisa Cupid, former member of the Atlanta Board

of Education Yolanda Johnson and Derrick Pope will share their stories, and we know, inspire

you to find your passion.

We welcome your feedback and ideas for future CLE programs.  Thanks for joining us.

Sincerely,

Avarita L. Hanson (Co-Chair)                                                           Jacqueline Bunn (Co-Chair)



  CO-CHAIR  

JACQUELINE BUNN, ESQ.

Jacqueline Bunn is a native Georgian.  She completed

her undergraduate and law degrees at the University of

Georgia. She is licensed to practice law in all of the state and

federal courts in Georgia and New Jersey.  She has worked in

private law firms in Atlanta, Georgia, Westfield, New Jersey,

and Princeton, New Jersey.  

Jacqueline started her state government career in 1997, as an Assistant Attorney General

in the Civil Rights Section for the Georgia Department of Law. In December of 2006, she

assumed the position of Deputy Director in the Legal Services Unit of the Georgia Department

of Public Safety.  In July of 2013, she was appointed by Governor Nathan Deal to serve as the

Executive Director of the Criminal Justice Coordinating Council.  In July of 2016, Governor Deal

appointed her to the State Board of Pardons and Paroles.  The Board serves the citizens of

Georgia by exercising the constitutional authority of executive clemency.  She was also selected

for the prestigious Henry Toll Fellowship Program Class of 2016.  

She currently serves on the State Bar of Georgia's Committee to Promote Inclusion in the

Profession and is a past member of the Georgia Bar Journal's Editorial Board.  She is also a past

Board member of the National Criminal Justice Association. She served as GABWA’s 2013

President.  Under her leadership, GABWA received the State Bar of Georgia’s coveted

President's Cup, the highest award given to a local bar association for its overall program. 

Currently, she chairs GABWA's national  award-winning television show "Legally Speaking"

and the GABWA Book Club.  

She is a member of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc., and, in 2017, she received the

Atlanta Alumnae Chapter's Torch Award.  She is an active member of First Congregational

United Church of Christ in Atlanta, where she serves as a trustee. Her daughter Gwen is a

multi-Grammy nominated producer. 



CO-CHAIR & SPEAKER

AVARITA L. HANSON, ESQ.

Avarita L. Hanson is currently a legal consultant and
focuses her work on professional responsibility,
professionalism and representation of select clients. She
retired after serving eleven years as Executive Director of the
Chief Justice’s Commission on Professionalism. She has served
the legal community and the community at-large for more
than 40 years. Her varied professional experience in legal and
law-related environments includes legal education, private
law practice, judiciary, legal aid and government (state, county
and municipal).

Avarita received her J. D. degree from the University of Pennsylvania in 1978 and
earned her A.B. degree in Afro-American Studies from Harvard University (Radcliffe
College) in 1975, finishing at the top of her class magna cum laude with highest honors and
was elected and remains the Treasurer of the Radcliffe Class of 1975. 

Serving as Associate Dean and Associate Professor at Atlanta’s John Marshall Law
School from 2000 to 2006, she taught several courses, chaired the Admissions Committee and
advised the Black Law Students Association that now bears her name and named its
scholarship in her honor in April of 2018. She is credited with assisting the school with
achieving ABA accreditation. 

Before academia, she headed special legal projects for the Health and Consumer
Services Section of the Georgia Secretary of State’s Office, was an Associate Judge Pro Hac
Vice for the Fulton County Juvenile Court, Clerk to the Fulton County Board of
Commissioners, and Pro Bono Project Director for the State Bar of Georgia and Georgia
Legal Services Program. Prior to and in between government positions, she engaged in
private law practice.

Admitted to the State Bar of Texas in 1979, she first practiced as an Associate
Attorney with Fulbright & Jaworski in Houston, Texas.  While in Houston, she was an
officer of the Black Women Lawyers Association, Houston Lawyers Association, and served
on the Board of the YWCA of Greater Houston. In 1982, Avarita relocated to Atlanta,
worked with the City of Atlanta’s Purchasing and Real Estate Department, was admitted to
the State Bar of Georgia in 1984, then entered private practice. She immediately became
engaged with community service through several organizations, particularly the Georgia
Association of Black Women Attorneys (GABWA), Gate City Bar Association and Ben Hill
United Methodist Church. She assumed leadership quickly with GABWA, serving as its
fourth president in 1985. She founded the Legal Ministry at Ben Hill United Methodist
Church, where she served on its Board of Trustees and Property Committee. Gate City Bar’s
1991 President, her administration earned the State Bar of Georgia’s top local bar award.



Many community organizations have benefitted from Hanson’s leadership and
service.  She has served her college in many roles including President of the Harvard Club of
Georgia (1994-1995), Harvard Alumni Association Board (Elected Director, Regional
Director, Nominating Committee), Radcliffe College Alumnae Association (Board of
Management, First Vice President), Harvard Black Alumni Association Board, Kuumba
Singers tour host, and Class Reunion Committees.  She is a Past President of Outstanding
Atlanta that recognizes emerging leaders, legal advisor to the Marian Woods Homeowners
Association, alumna of Leadership Atlanta, Leadership Georgia, and Leadership America and
a past president of the Atlanta Chapter of the Links, Inc.  Hanson has also served on the
boards of the YWCA of Greater Atlanta, Rosalie Bishop Foundation, Boys Speak Out,
Georgia Alliance of African American Attorneys (Historian), Georgia Legal Services Program
and Atlanta Legal Aid Society. A tenured member mother with the Atlanta Chapter of Jack
& Jill, Incorporated, she regularly chaired its annual Black History Month Programs. 

In 1985, Hanson was a candidate for College Park City Council for Ward 5 and forced
a 12-year incumbent into a runoff, ending in a tied vote after disqualification of a voter
resulted in the incumbent’s one-vote victory. This campaign encouraged numerous minority
and women lawyers to seek elective office and others to become more engaged in the
political process. Active in the College Park Neighborhood Voters League, in later years she
has been a regular volunteer with the Election Protection Task Force, a nonpartisan effort to
enable voters to fairly participate in elections. 

Hanson is the recipient of four of the highest awards given to a Georgia lawyer from
the State Bar of Georgia: the 2018 Justice Robert Benham Lifetime Achievement Award for
Community Service from the State Bar of Georgia and the Chief Justice’s Commission on
Professionalism, the State Bar of Georgia’s Resolution for Outstanding Service to the Legal
Profession and Justice System (2017), the Thomas R. Burnside, Jr. Excellence in Bar
Leadership Award (GABWA, 2017), and the Randolph Thrower Lifetime Achievement
Award for Commitment to Equality (2011). She received GABWA’s Spirit of GABWA Award
(2007) and Barbara Harris Award for Community Service (2006). In 2014, she received the
Georgia Legal Services Champions of Justice Award and the Multi-Bar Leadership Council’s
Seth D. Kirschenbaum Diversity Award. She was inducted into the Gate City Bar Hall of
Fame in 2007 and received its R. Pruden Herndon Award for Community Service in 1997.
She is also a recipient of the Community Service Award for Peace and Justice from the
Martin Luther King, Jr. Center for Nonviolent Social Change (1993) and the Harvard Alumni
Association Award (1995).

She remains active with Cascade United Methodist Church, particularly its Legal
Ministry, the Lawyers Club of Atlanta, Atlanta Bar Association, Georgia Association for
Women Lawyers, Atlanta Bar Association, Atlanta Chapter of the Links, GABWA, Gate City
Bar Association and numerous State Bar of Georgia committees. 

Born in New York City and raised in Mount Vernon, New York where she attended
public schools, she is the daughter of Earle and Gloria Hanson, Jamaican immigrants.
Married to her college classmate, William Alexander, M.D. for almost 44 years, they have
two sons, Justin Hanson Alexander (Tamu T. Brown, M.D.) and Colin Hanson Alexander,
and one grandson, Will Alexander. 



      SPEAKER  

LISA N. CUPID, ESQ.    

 Commissioner Lisa Cupid is an attorney, former
mediator, state policy analyst and engineer.  She received her
B.S. in Mechanical Engineering from Georgia Tech,  B.A.
summa cum laude in English from Georgia State in 2005, and
J.D./MPA from  Georgia State University College of Law in
2012 and was admitted to the State Bar of Georgia 2015.

Elected to the Cobb County Board of Commissioners in
November 2012, she bested a 3-term incumbent in a field of
six persons. Her district includes Austell, Mableton, Powder

Springs, south Marietta and portions of Smyrna. She is a proven principled, pragmatic and
people-centered advocate for all persons across the County

For 17 years, Cupid has lived in Southwest Cobb, a diverse, recreational, and accessible
area  that is home to Six Flags Park, Mable House Amphitheater, Girl Scouts campgrounds, 
Cobb BMX Park, Silver Comet Trail and  close to Downtown Atlanta, Hartsfield-Jackson
International Airport and  two Interstates.  The area had an aged infrastructure and crime
compared to the rest of the County. Cupid ran for office because she believed the general
character of Cobb—quality development, safe neighborhoods, strong businesses, engaged
residents, responsive services—should be standard across the county irrespective of diverse
interests and income levels. 

She  has led policy changes to enable Community Development to incentivize
redevelopment of blighted structures and  strengthen public safety's ability to address
crime-burdened commercial properties. She pushed for greater support of the County's
Economic Development agency for funding which is now available for facade improvement  in
moderate income areas. She has also instituted multiple future land use changes and design
guidelines across major corridors to improve development patterns. In 2017, District 4 led the
county in new single family home starts and continues to strengthen its logistics and industrial
footprint.

Recognizing transit as a significant tool to provide residents access to work, school,
doctors’ offices, and other neighborhood amenities, Cupid championed efforts to expand transit
to areas that lost service during the recession. She also championed efforts to create a bus line
from her district to the County's business and commercial center, the Cumberland area. More
recently, she advocated for Sunday bus service and subsidized on-demand transit like Uber and
Lyft which are scheduled to begin in 2019.

Cupid has helped various land and business owners expand and start new businesses. In
tough, land-use cases, she has brought developers and residents together to negotiate their
interests. She has also brought business owners and staff together to work through permitting
challenges. Recognizing that some businesses were more knowledgeable than others in



navigating community development requirements, she advocated for  business concierge service
which now helps applicants through the various stages of development.

Cupid considers  citizen education and involvement integral to the function of a healthy
community, prompting her to hold dozens of townhall meetings and monthly community
zoning meetings. In 2015, Cupid introduced the idea of  Cobb 101 which has educated more
than 80 participants to date about Cobb's agencies and services. She also holds an annual HOA
training in partnership with commissioners across Metro Atlanta.

 Cupid is a Board Member of the Georgia First Amendment Foundation and is widely
known for pushing transparency and thoughtful spending of the Board of Commissioners.
Whether analyzing the County's Braves deal or the county's annual millage and budget, Cupid
is mindful of  the County's obligation to be good stewards of taxpayer dollars today and for
Cobb's future. Cupid has led efforts to better ensure commissioner and public engagement in
county projects and policy decisions.

She overcame a difficult encounter with police, by advocating for community-centered
policing, practices and  leadership. To better protect both citizens and police, Cupid has  pushed
for greater use of technology and increased funding for body cameras and installation of 
license-plate readers in high-crime areas. Cupid supports the county's Police Athletic Leagues
and community block events to promote positive interaction with the police and the
community.

 Cupid's approach on the board continues to be people-centric. She goes above and
beyond to be present and responsive to the overwhelming needs and interests of a diverse
district of close to 180,000 residents. She has visited countless homes, businesses, schools and
organizations across the county to better understand their needs and address their concerns. In
observing the lack of resources and citizen participation in the Marietta-Osborne area, Cupid
launched a bi-monthly meeting of area leaders, resulting in the planned build of an area
recreation center and creation of a redevelopment plan and nearby design guidelines. Cupid
attends and supports dozens of events, meetings and programs of civic and non-profit
organizations to strengthen their ability to collaboratively serve the district. 

Cupid has won honors and awards from numerous organizations for her service including
the United Way of Metro Atlanta, Keep Georgia Beautiful, 100 Black Men of North Metro
Atlanta Chapter, the National Minority Supplier Diversity Council, LiveSafe Resources,
Common Cause Georgia, Cobb's NAACP, Cobb's Cobb SCLC Chapter, Shaw Temple AME,
Jubilee Christian Church, Cobb's Omega Psi Phi Chapter, and the Marietta-Roswell's Delta
Sigma Theta Chapter, 

Married  to Craig Cupid, also a Georgia Tech engineering graduate and attorney
practicing intellectual property law, they have two children, Nehemiah and Noah, who they
hybrid home school. The Cupids  are members of Word of Faith in Austell and also attend
Buckhead Church.  Craig and Lisa both participated in Leadership Cobb.  She credits her
upbringing by Guyanese parents for her appreciation of hard work, humility and humor. In her
spare time, Cupid can be found running, reading,  or supporting her children at different youth
athletic events around Cobb. 



  SPEAKER  

DONALD P. EDWARDS, ESQ.

 

A native of Buffalo, New York, Attorney Don

Edwards’ professional accomplishments reflect a

distinguished career. He has for the past three decades

served his clients, his profession and the African

American community in Atlanta. He has fashioned legal cases and landmark million dollar

verdicts for his clients. As a civil litigation specialist, his professional focus is on personal injury

cases. His work has earned him the Martindale-Hubbell  “AV” rating, the highest rating offered

by this nationally recognized law directory. Attorney Edwards has been selected as one of

Georgia’s Super Lawyers in 2010 and 2012, 2013 and 2014.

“I am very much a beneficiary of the civil rights struggle of the 1950’s and 1960’s,” he

says. “Not only did I learn the importance of people becoming active in social change, I also saw

lawyers leading that change.” With that motivation, Edwards completed Boston University

School of Law in 1973, after graduating with honors from Morehouse College to begin his legal

career as a civil rights lawyer in the firm of well known former Atlanta attorney, Howard

Moore, Jr.

An agent for social change, Edwards has an array of board affiliations with several major

community and professional organizations. His personal commitment has been recognized with

many awards and citations for leadership and service including the 2004 Inductee to the Gate

City Bar Association’s “Hall of Fame,” NAACP’s Thurgood Marshall Award “For Dedicated

Service To The NAACP In The Fight For Freedom And Justice.” The State Bar of Georgia

recognized Attorney Edwards  during its Annual Meeting with the “Chief Justice Robert

Benham Community Service Award” for exemplary community service as a legal professional.

Edwards is currently involved with organizations that address issues affecting family,

community, church, health care and world peace. He is Chairman of the Fulton County Board

of Ethics; Immediate past Chair of the South Atlanta District for the Boy Scouts of America and

received its 2002 Silver Beaver Award, the highest award issued by the Atlanta Area Council for

volunteer service; Founding President of Southwest Hospital Foundation and a Trustee of

Southwest Hospital; Past Board President of the Christian Council of Metropolitan Atlanta;

Founding President of the Association of Metro Atlanta DFACS Boards, and the past chairman

of the Board of the Fulton County Department of Family and Children Services, where a



dormitory for boys in foster care was named after him. Edwards is a member of the 100 Black

Men of Atlanta and Leadership Atlanta.  A Past President of the Gate City Bar Association, he

is a member of the Association of Trial Lawyers of American and the National Bar Association,

where he has served as a member of the Board of Governors.

An activist in pursuit of a more peaceful world, Don is the Southeast Coordinator of

Every Church A Peace Church, and producer-host of the TV program, Every Church A Peace

Church, which received the 2004 Allen Award presented by Atlanta Interfaith Broadcasters for

best continuous faith based program in 2004. Don’s peace work also earned him the World

Council of Churches “Blessed Are The Peacemakers Award”, personally presented to him by the

WCC General Secretary Samuel Kobia in October, 2004.  An active and long-time member of

Atlanta’s Hillside Chapel and Truth Center, he served as Chairman of the Trustee Board for

several years.

A well-respected trial lawyer, Edwards’ firm specializes in serving clients involved in

automobile accidents, medical negligence, wrongful death and personal injury claims. “Clients

who are injured or killed because of someone else’s fault have the same civil rights to obtain full

compensation for their losses as the civil right to vote and to work without being discriminated

against. My three decades of experience tells me that it requires competent, ethical and

aggressive legal representation to assert those rights on behalf of injured victims.”

Edwards resides in Southwest Atlanta with his wife of 37 years, Jo Roberson Edwards,

an entrepreneur, daughter, Nia (Spelman College ’15) and daughter, Domia (USC’20). Edwards

remarks: “My family is my most important accomplishment.”



  SPEAKER  

JUDGE GLENDA HATCHETT

Judge Glenda Hatchett was born on May 31, 1951 in

Atlanta, Georgia to Clemmie Barnes and Paul Lawrence

Hatchett. In 1969, Hatchett graduated from Charles Lincoln

Harper High School, a segregated school in Atlanta’s Collier

Heights.  She received her B.A. degree in political science

from Mount Holyoke College in South Hadley, Massachusetts in 1973, and went on to obtain

her J.D. degree from Emory University School of Law in Atlanta in 1977.  She is a member of

the State Bar of Georgia and the Bar of the District of Columbia.

After completing a federal clerkship in the United States District Court in the Northern

District of Georgia, Hatchett worked in the legal department at Delta Air Lines, Inc. As a senior

attorney, she represented the company in labor and anti-trust cases, and participated in merger

negotiations. She was then promoted to manager of Delta’s public relations department,

handling global crisis management and media relations for the U.S., Europe and Asia. She spent

nearly 10 years at Delta Air Lines, where she was the airline’s highest-ranking woman of color

worldwide. As Senior Attorney, she represented Delta Air Lines in labor/personnel and antitrust

litigation and commercial acquisitions. As Public Relations Manager, she supervised global crisis

management and handled media relations for 50 U.S. cities as well as all of Europe and Asia.

In 1991, upon her appointment to the Fulton County Juvenile Court, Hatchett became

the first African American chief judge of a state court. In collaboration with the Atlanta Bar

Association and Alston & Bird, Hatchett helped found the Truancy Intervention Project, an

early intervention program for truant children. In 1998, Hatchett resigned from the Fulton

County Juvenile Court to spend time with her two children before accepting an offer from Sony

Pictures Television to have her own television show, Judge Hatchett, which ran from 2000 and

2008 and continues in syndication. 

In 2014, Hatchett created her own national law firm, The Hatchett Firm, focused on

wrongful death, catastrophic injury, medical malpractice, product liability, class action, premises

liability and social security cases. Concerned about police brutality against African American

men,  Hatchett announced that she would represent Philando Castile’s family in 2016.  



This year, Hatchett has returned to TV in her new television court series, The Verdict

with Judge Hatchett. 

While filming Judge Hatchett, she  released her first self-help book, Say What You Mean

and Mean What You Say!: Saving Your Child from a Troubled World. She released her second

book, Dare to Take Charge: How to Live Your Life on Purpose, in 2012. 

In addition to her civic contributions,  Hatchett has received numerous awards, including

the Roscoe Pound Award, the National Council on Crime and Delinquency’s highest

recognition, and the NAACP Thurgood Marshall Award. The Girl Scouts of the United States

of America named Hatchett one of its 10 National Women of Distinction. She also served on

multiple boards, including the National Football League’s Atlanta Falcons’ Board of Advisors. 

Judge Hatchett received GABWA’s 2004 Bensonetta Tipton Lane Award for Commitment

to the Family in recognition as a GABWA member who has used her professional and personal

leadership to strengthen the community through family and child-related programs and

initiatives, including those that focus on education, domestic violence, health care,

child-advocacy, adoption, and other issues impacting the family.

Judge Hatchett’s life was shaped by her family and childhood experiences. Growing up,

Hamilton Holmes was her next door neighbor and with Charlayne Hunter-Gault, they were the

first black students to integrate the University of Georgia.  Two years ago, the tragic death of her

daughter-in-law, Kira Johnson, after delivering her second grandson, led her on a new quest for

justice to prevent material deaths and the disparity in health care for black patients. She and her

son, Charles S. Johnson, IV, in addition to filing a wrongful death case, started an organization,

4Kira4Moms, to educate the public and advocate for maternal deaths in the United States. 



 SPEAKER 

YOLANDA K. JOHNSON, ESQ.     

Yolanda K. Johnson is the Director of Court

and Family Services for the Fulton County Juvenile

Court (Court), which is the largest independent

Juvenile Court in the State of Georgia.  In that role,

she ensures the children who come through the Court leave better able to learn, grow and thrive

as a result of the programs, services and support provided by the Court.

Yolanda served two terms (2006-2014) as an elected member of the Atlanta Board of

Education (Board).  During her time on the Board, she used her legal background to guide the

development of policies and procedures related to student discipline and special education. As

a school board member, she saw firsthand the challenges teachers and school systems face in

their efforts to educate all children with resources that are constantly shrinking.

Prior to serving on the Board, Yolanda began working as an attorney with the Georgia

Department of Corrections (DOC).  The DOC experience inspired her to run for the Board. She

came to believe that the key to keeping children out of prison lies in exposing them to options

for supporting themselves; and the best way to maximize that exposure is through quality

education.

Yolanda continues to serve the community through projects within Impact Church,

where she holds the title of Impactor.  She also serves as the treasurer for the Adams Park

Residents Association.  Yolanda is originally from Oklahoma City, Oklahoma.  She received a

B.A. in Journalism and a Law Degree from the University of Oklahoma. She lives in Atlanta’s

historic Adams Park, and enjoys swimming, reading and storytelling. Yolanda served as the 1999

President of the Georgia Association of Black Women Attorneys.



 SPEAKER 

HOWARD MOORE, JR., ESQ.

Attorney Howard Moore, Jr. was born on February 28,
1932, in Atlanta, Georgia, to Bessie Sims Moore and Howard

Moore, Sr.  He grew up in the Fourth Ward on Atlanta’s east
side, where he would encounter many of Atlanta’s most

prominent and influential African American citizens, such as
Colonel A. T. Walden, the ex officio mayor of Atlanta and

one of its leading lawyers, L. D. Milton, President of the
Citizens Trust Bank, and Warren Cochrane, head of the

Butler Street YMCA. During World War II, when his mother
worked in Lorain Ohio, at the National Steel Plant, Moore

lived with his aunt, Fannie White, a former school principal and noted elementary school
teacher.  He attended David T. Howard High School on Atlanta’s east side, one of two high

schools at the time for African Americans, the other one being Booker T. Washington, on the
west side.  Moore graduated from high school in June of 1950 and entered Morehouse College

in the fall of 1950. 

When he entered Morehouse College, he intended to become a journalist.  In high
school, he covered high school sports for The Atlanta Daily World, the only daily African

American newspaper in the United States.  At The Atlanta Daily World, he was influenced by
Lerone Bennett who would later become a celebrated author at Ebony Magazine in Chicago and

Marion Jackson, the long-time sports editor of the Atlanta Daily World, but he was drawn to
political science by the brilliant teaching of Dr. Robert H. Brisbane, a Harvard trained political

scientist.  Before he received his B.A. degree in political science in June of 1954, he was admitted
to the Boston University School of Law for the fall term.  However, in August of 1954,  he was

inducted into the United States Army. After he was released from the Army in 1956, he worked
in Cleveland, Ohio, briefly as a market researcher before entering law school in the fall of 1957

and graduating in June of 1960.

Moore was admitted to practice law in April of 1961 in Massachusetts.  He became a law
clerk to the legendary Charles E. Wyzanski, Jr., United States District Court Judge for the

District of Massachusetts.  He clerked for Judge Wyzanski until he returned to Atlanta in July
of 1962, to work with Hollowell and Ward, the leading civil rights law firm in the southeast. 

As one of only 10 practicing African American lawyers in Georgia, Moore worked long hours
and on all kind of cases all over the state.  On Sundays, he would traveled around Georgia with

Vernon Jordan, who was then a field secretary with the NAACP.
  

Moore became general counsel to the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee
(SNCC) and defended SNCC, its members, and supporters throughout the South who were



involved in sit-in demonstrations and protests against the war in Viet Nam.  Moore organized

the Sojourner Motor Fleet for SNCC, which at one time, operated more than 150 cars and light
trucks.

Moore incorporated the Federation of Southern Cooperatives in the District of Columbia

and became its General Counsel.  The Federation of Southern Cooperatives continues to provide
technical assistance to cooperatives in 16 states and the District of Columbia, from its

headquarters in Atlanta.  He also organized the Southern Development Fund which provides
financial services to cooperatives, low income farmers, and community activists.

Moore was involved in numerous cases which were decided by the United States

Supreme Court, including the case of his brother-in law, Julian Bond, which led to Julian Bond
being seated in the Georgia General Assembly to which he had been elected but excluded due

to his opposition to the war in Viet Nam. 

Moore was involved in numerous death penalty cases and often at the last minute.  One
of his cases resulted in the total revision of Georgia’s law to allow claims other than denial of

effective assistance of counsel to be raised in state habeas corpus proceedings.  Moore is
staunchly opposed to capital punishment, imprisonment without possibility of parole, and long-

term imprisonment for any non-violent offense. Moore now believes the prison/industrial
complex itself is an impediment to the nation’s efforts to transition into the democracy it must

become.

In 1971, Moore moved to Northern California to become a leading member of the team
of lawyers, which included Leo A. Branton, Jr., Doris Brin Walker, and Margaret Burnham, who

defended Angela Davis against capital charges. They won Angela’s acquittal of all charges that
she led a failed escape attempt to free three California prison inmates known as the Soledad

Brothers. In the Davis Case, Moore pioneered use of psychologists as consultants to aid the
defense in the selection of juries and use of psychologists to rebut and explain perceptual errors

in eye-witness testimony.
 

Moore lives in northern California where he practices civil rights law. Many of his cases
have been precedent setting and resulted in large damage awards for individual plaintiffs. 

Moore’s work led to the full  integration of the Oakland Fire Department, the Alameda Naval
Air Rework Facility, the Oakland Army Base, and TV station KTVU in Oakland.

He is married to Jane Bond Moore, who is also a lawyer.  He formed Moore & Moore, a

network of attorneys, and practices law in Oakland, California, until he recently semi-retired
from daily practice.  They have three grown children, one of whom is a practicing lawyer.

Howard Moore, Jr., The History Makers, April 14, 2007, 

https://www.thehistorymakers.org/biography/howard-moore-jr
Photo Credit: Fred Speiser



 SPEAKER 

DERRICK ALEXANDER POPE, J.D.

Derrick Alexander Pope is President and Founding

Director of The Arc of Justice Institute (AJI). In this role, he

has responsibility for all aspects of the standing initiatives

and programs of the Institute beginning with developing

and managing the exhibit initiative and accompanying

programs.

Before joining AJI, Mr. Pope enjoyed a distinguished career

in the public, private and academic sectors. He has provided counsel to the legislative and

executive branches of government at the federal, state, and county level, having most recently

served as Chief of Staff in the Office of the Chairman of the Fulton County Board of

Commissioners. He is a former Assistant Legislative Counsel to the Georgia General Assembly

and former Legislative and General Counsel to the Medical Association of Georgia. In 2015 and

2016, Mr. Pope was a member of the White House Data Driven Justice Initiative and the My

Brother's Keeper Task Force. In private practice, he has helped protect the inheritance rights of

more than 500 families throughout Georgia. Mr. Pope is a former adjunct professor of law at the

Georgia State University College of Law where he taught Probate Practice and Procedure.

Mr. Pope has several published works to his credit. He is the author of By the Content of Our

Character: A Declaration of Independence for Colored Folks, Negroes, Black People and African

Americans ,  Thy Will Be Done: An African American Guide to Estate Planning  and the

Howard Law Journal article, A Constitutional Window to Interpretive Reason: Or in other

Words…The Ninth Amendment.  In 2012 teaming with his daughter he released a spoken word

CD – The Race Track.

An Atlanta native, Mr. Pope is a graduate of Morris Brown College and a 1992 graduate

of Loyola University School of Law in New Orleans, Louisiana, earning top honors in the Loyola

Law Clinic. He is a member of the State Bar of Georgia, (Committee to Promote Inclusion in the

Profession, immediate past Co-Chair; Long Range Planning Committee), the Phi Alpha Delta

Law Fraternity, the United States Supreme Court Historical Society, and the Alpha Phi Alpha

Fraternity.

Pope says about the AJI initiative: "We have only begun to scratch the surface of what

it means to have a respect for the rule of law. We have a responsibility to live out its true

meaning and to renew a commitment to its grand purpose. This is a call we cannot ignore."  



  SPEAKER  

TIFFANY WILLIAMS ROBERTS, ESQ.

Tiffany Williams Roberts joined The

Southern Center for Human Rights (SCHR)  in April

2018 as the Community Engagement & Movement

Building Counsel. She is a graduate of Georgia State

University College of Law and member of the State

Bar of Georgia since 2008.

Tiffany is a civil rights and criminal defense attorney in Atlanta. She has practiced

criminal defense since 2008, first as a public defender with the Atlanta Judicial Circuit Public

Defender and later as a solo practitioner beginning in 2011. As a public defender, Tiffany

represented hundreds of indigent clients facing felony prosecution and graduated from the

Gideon’s Promise trial advocacy training program. She expanded her private practice to include

civil rights litigation for victims of police abuse.

A significant portion of Tiffany’s practice is dedicated to pro bono representation of

activists and organizers. She has been recognized by the Atlanta NAACP, DeKalb Lawyers

Association and Southern Center for Human rights for movement lawyering and social justice

activism.

Tiffany has volunteered with organizations promoting justice, fairness and equity in the

criminal justice system for her entire legal career. A community organizer, she co-founded

police accountability organization Building Locally to Organize for Community Safety (BLOCS)

in 2008 to promote a holistic approach to public safety. BLOCS successfully advocated for

legislative improvements to the Atlanta Citizen Review Board along with other critical local

policy changes. In 2015, Tiffany co-founded Lawyers United for a New Atlanta (LUNA) in

response to calls for criminal justice reforms in Atlanta courtrooms. She is also a founding

member of the Atlanta chapter of the global Black Lives Matter network, which first convened

in 2015. Tiffany was featured as a critic’s choice for one of four Best Citizen Activists by Creative

Loafing Atlanta that same year.



In addition to working with grassroots organizations, Tiffany is extensively involved in

government reform efforts. In 2010, she was appointed to sit on the search committee for the

selection of the Atlanta’s police chief. Her appointment was based on her leadership role in

BLOCS. Her civic engagement continued in 2013 as she served on an Atlanta City Council

working group to evaluate legislation to address the equitable treatment of sex workers in the

city limits. Tiffany joined the Atlanta Fulton County Pre- Arrest Diversion Program (PAD)

Design Team in 2017 and continues her work with PAD as a member of its Advisory Board.

PAD enables law enforcement to refer community members to social services in lieu of arrest.

Tiffany is a member of Mayor Keisha Lance Bottoms’ Progressive Agenda Working Group

(PAWG), which is responsible for populating and convening commissions focusing on four key

social justice issues: criminal justice reform, housing affordability, homelessness and workforce

development. Tiffany is co-chair of the PAWG Criminal Justice Reform Commission and sits

on Mayor Bottoms’ Transition Team Criminal Justice Reform Subcommittee. Her work with

PAWG in coalition with several attorneys and community organizations was critical to securing

bail reform within Mayor Bottoms’ first month in office. As chairperson of the Ebenezer Baptist

Church Social Justice Ministry, Tiffany works to build bridges between grassroots social justice

organizations, the legal community and faith-based institutions.

Tiffany is Deputy Director of the National Institute for Teaching Ethics and

Professionalism (NIFTEP) and Adjunct Professor of Law at the Georgia State University College

of Law. Since 2011, Tiffany has co-taught Fundamentals of Law Practice, an experiential course

that aims to prepare law students for small firm practice through live-client representation,

fieldwork and doctrinal instruction. Through her position with NIFTEP, Tiffany plans

international workshops, conferences and symposia dedicated to helping practitioners and

academics find innovative ways to teach ethics and professionalism to law students.

Email Address:  troberts@schr.org
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About The Presenter: 

Judge Glenda A. Hatchett is a graduate of Mt. Holyoke College and Emory University School of 

Law, where she was an Earl Warren Scholar. Upon graduation, Hatchett completed a prestigious 

federal clerkship in the United States District Court, Northern District of Georgia. After spending 

nearly 10 years at Delta Air Lines, where she was the airline’s highest-ranking woman of color 

worldwide, Hatchett left Delta Air Lines to accept an appointment as Chief Presiding Judge of the 

Fulton County Juvenile Court—becoming the first African-American Chief Presiding Judge of a 

state court in Georgia and head of one of the largest juvenile court systems in the country. It was 

there, at the Fulton County Juvenile Court, she found her passion through social justice by 

advocating for mothers, children, families and the underserved. 

 

Hatchett has consistently shown her commitment to community development through her service 

on various nonprofit boards including: the National Board of Governors of the Boys and Girls 

Club of America; the Board of Advisors for Play Pumps International; the Leadership Circle for 

the After School Alliance and the Advisory Board for the Women’s Resource Center at Spelman 

College. Additionally, she has served on the Boards of three Fortune 500 companies – HCA, The 

Gap Inc., ServiceMaster Company, consultant to the National Basketball Association and a 

member of the National Football League’s Atlanta Falcons’ Board of Advisors.   

 

Regarded as a visionary and admired throughout the United States and abroad, Hatchett lives by a 

personal motto that leaders cannot lead where they are not willing to go and they must lead with 

integrity, passion and compassion. 



A few notable achievements and honors include: 

• Presided over the negotiations and ground breaking for the Romae T. Powell Juvenile Justice 

Center, the first new justice center dedicated to children and families since the pre-civil rights era 

• Created a special designation in court for younger children who were habitually absent from 

school, deeming them educationally neglected vs. truant and transferring the accountability to 

parents 

 •  Recipient of the Roscoe Pound Award, presented by Attorney General Janet Reno for 

outstanding service nationally in the area of criminal justice 

 •   Recipient of the NAACP Thurgood Marshall Award for judicial excellence  

• Co-founded the award-winning Truancy Intervention Project with the Atlanta Bar Association 

leadership. This initiative has withstood the test of time and is celebrating its 27th year of service 

in October, 2019 

 • Presided over the establishment of Fulton CASA (the CASA affiliate, founded by Judge Hatchett 

and still operating in Fulton County) 

• Governing Board of Georgia CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocates) an advocacy 

organization dedicated to abused and neglected children 

• Serves as the national spokesperson for CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocates), a non-

profit volunteer organization that trains volunteers to represent abused and neglected children in 

all 50 states and is the recipient of their President’s Award, the highest award given by the national 

organization 

• Recipient of the highest award presented by the University - The Emory -Medal, for 

transformational work nationally in the area of juvenile justice and social reform 



 • One of the 100 outstanding alumni of Emory University School of Law celebrating the law 

school’s centennial  

• Presented the finale of the Social Justice Innovators Speaker Series at Temple University 

• Supported changes in legislative and state agency policies with Barton Child Law and Policy 

Center. 

• Represented the Estate of Bobbi Kristina Brown in a highly publicized wrongful death civil trial 

raising awareness of domestic violence in this nation and securing an award of punitive damages, 

thereby sending a clear message that this despicable behavior is inexcusable and will not be 

tolerated. 

• Attorney for Philando Castile’s Family. Philando Castile, an unarmed African American man, 

fatally shot by a police officer in Minnesota in 2017. The first time in the history of Minnesota 

where a police officer was indicted for the fatal shooting of a citizen. In conjunction with this case 

wrote an extensive narrative to the US Attorney General requesting that the US Department of 

Justice investigate the racial disparity of traffic stops in Minnesota. Subsequently a three year 

investigation was initiated by the US Department of Justice.  

  

 

Introduction: 

Social Justice refers to justice in terms of the distribution of wealth, opportunities, and privileges 

within a society. One area within social justice that is often overlooked, because of the criminal 

justice implications, is the juvenile justice system.   

  



The core purposes of the juvenile justice system are to promote public safety and reduce juvenile 

delinquency by developing individual responsibility and accountability. But how can we 

accomplish these goals when there are not enough resources allocated in Georgia and throughout 

other parts of the country dedicated to reaching the youth before they are in the system? 

  

As a Judge in the Juvenile Court system for several years, it was very apparent that there were 

specific predictors and indicators that contributed to children in the community making the wrong 

decisions and starting down the path of criminality. I didn’t initially know that my passion to try 

and transform a broken system would expand my passion for social justice. But, I knew our 

community deserved efforts dedicated to reaching those children before there’s a problem and 

required a juvenile justice system that is fair and truly dedicated to rehabilitation and alternatives 

to reduce recidivism .When we accomplish that, then we would have made a difference that will 

benefit generations yet born.  

  

 

Juvenile Justice to Social Justice: 

The primary goals of the juvenile justice system, in addition to maintaining public safety, are skill 

development, habilitation, rehabilitation, addressing treatment needs, and successful reintegration 

of youth into the community. But how do juveniles even find themselves in this predicament? 

Over the last 10 years there has been a spike in youth who are finding themselves alone after 

school. As the cost of living continues to rise and wages have become stagnant, some parents have 

had to find a second and in some instances a third job, to support their household. Because many 



parents are working, children are often home alone by themselves between the hours of 3-6 p.m. 

Statistics show this timeframe is the most likely time youth tend to get into the most trouble. 

If there were sufficient after school care and programs for enrichment, we know that it would have 

an impact on the number of youth getting in trouble. An annual Financial Report released by the 

Department of Justice reported that the state of Georgia spends more money incarcerating a child 

than funding after school programs. It costs more to incarcerate a juvenile in Georgia than the cost 

of tuition for a year at the University of Georgia.  How can any Georgian not see that this is not 

acceptable? 

There’s no quick fix to these problems as they need to be addressed on the state and federal level, 

but there is ample opportunity to get involved in improving the communities we serve. 

  

   

Passion and Purpose Oriented Solutions: 

Discovering a passion for social justice is often born out of challenges. Statistics show that students 

who drop out of school are three-and-a-half times more likely to have a criminal record. I saw the 

connection between truancy as a forerunner to dropping out of school. When kids are on the street 

not in school, the probability of heading to juvenile court is extremely high. We know there is a 

dropout crisis in America that needs to be addressed. 

One of the resources that I Co-founded, supported, facilitated and advocated for on and off the 

bench is the Truancy Intervention Project (TIP). I always believed that if we kept children in 

school, they’re more likely to stay out of trouble. TIP is extremely successful and has reduced 

dropout rates in Fulton County by record rates. But the work didn’t stop there. I used TIP as a best 



practice to attack other areas I was passionate about regarding the youth. TIP has become a national 

model and has been replicated in other underserved urban areas. 

There are three steps that I took to integrate my passion for social justice into my everyday 

responsible and I am sharing them with you today. 

  

1. Identify the issues for which you passionate and provide you the platform to get fully 

immersed in problem solving. 

  

2. Engage key stakeholders, community leaders and resources that promote the change that 

you wish to see 

  

3. Implement evidence-based and innovative programs 

 

The Hatchett Firm, PC 

191 Peachtree Street NE, Suite 2600 
Atlanta, Georgia 30303 
P: (404) 467-6000 
F: (404) 419-7838 
E: gh@thehatchettfirm.com 
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LAWYER'S CREED AND ASPIRATIONAL STATEMENT ON PROFESSIONALISM

The Lawyer's Creed and Aspirational Statement on Professionalism were developed by the
Commission to encourage, guide and assist individual lawyers, law firms, and bar associations. 
These documents have been widely distributed among the lawyers and judges of Georgia through
CLE programs and Commission events.  A number of local bar association have used these
documents as the basis for bar pledges and creeds.  Several law firms have incorporated these
documents into their firm mission statements.  The Commission's hope is that members of the
profession will recognize the special obligations that attach to their calling and will also recognize
their responsibility to serve others and not be limited to the pursuit of self-interest.  The Creed and
Aspirational Statement cannot be imposed by edict because moral integrity and unselfish dedication
to the welfare of others cannot be legislated.  Nevertheless, a public statement of principles of ethical
and professional responsibility can provide guidance for newcomers and a reminder for experienced
members of the bar about the basic ethical and professional tenets of their profession.  The Lawyer's
Creed and Aspirational Statement on Professionalism were adopted by the Commission in 1990 and
by Supreme Court order made a part of the Rules and Regulations for the Organization and
Government of the State Bar of Georgia.

The Lawyer's Creed and Aspirational Statement on Professionalism have been adopted by
the Chief Justice's Commission on Professionalism and incorporated into the Rules and Regulations
for the Organization and Government of the State Bar of Georgia.  The purpose of the Lawyer's
Creed and Aspirational Statement on Professionalism is to serve as encouragement, guidance and
assistance to individual lawyers, law firms, and bar associations as they recognize the special
obligations that attach to their calling and their responsibility to serve others.

The Creed and Aspirational Statement cannot be imposed by edict because moral integrity
and unselfish dedication to the welfare of others cannot be legislated.  Nevertheless, a public
statement of principles of professionalism can provide guidance for newcomers and a reminder for
experienced members of the bar about the basic tenets of our profession.

A LAWYER'S CREED

To my clients, I offer faithfulness, competence, diligence, and good judgment.  I will strive
to represent you as I would want to be represented and to be worthy of your trust.

To the opposing parties and their counsel, I offer fairness, integrity, and civility.  I will seek
reconciliation and, if we fail, I will strive to make our dispute a dignified one.

To the courts, and other tribunals, and to those who assist them, I offer respect, candor, and
courtesy.  I will strive to do honor to the search for justice.

To my colleagues in the practice of law, I offer concern for your welfare.  I will strive to
make our association a professional friendship.



To the profession, I offer assistance.  I will strive to keep our business a profession and our
profession a calling in the spirit of public service.

To the public and our systems of justice, I offer service.  I will strive to improve the law and
our legal system, to make the law and our legal system available to all, and to seek the common good
through the representation of my clients.

ASPIRATIONAL STATEMENT ON PROFESSIONALISM

The Court believes there are unfortunate trends of commercialization and loss of professional
community in the current practice of law.  These trends are manifested in an undue emphasis on the
financial rewards of practice, a lack of courtesy and civility among members of our profession, a lack
of respect for the judiciary and for our systems of justice, and a lack of regard for others and for the
common good.  As a community of professionals, we should strive to make the internal rewards of
service, craft, and character, and not the external reward of financial gain, the primary rewards of the
practice of law.  In our practices we should remember that the primary justification for who we are
and what we do is the common good we can achieve through the faithful representation of people
who desire to resolve their disputes in a peaceful manner and to prevent future disputes.  We should
remember, and we should help our clients remember, that the way in which our clients resolve their
disputes defines part of the character of our society and we should act accordingly.

As professionals, we need aspirational ideals to help bind us together in a professional
community.  Accordingly, the Court issues the following Aspirational Statement setting forth general
and specific aspirational ideals of our profession.  This statement is a beginning list of the ideals of
our profession.  It is primarily illustrative.  Our purpose is not to regulate, and certainly not to
provide a basis for discipline, but rather to assist the Bar's efforts to maintain a professionalism that
can stand against the negative trends of commercialization and loss of community.  It is the Court's
hope that Georgia's lawyers, judges, and legal educators will use the following aspirational ideals
to reexamine the justifications of the practice of law in our society and to consider the implications
of those justifications for their conduct.  The Court feels that enhancement of professionalism can
be best brought about by the cooperative efforts of the organized bar, the courts, and the law schools
with each group working independently, but also jointly in that effort.

General Aspirational Ideals

As a lawyer, I will aspire:

 (a) To put fidelity to clients and, through clients, to the common good, before selfish interests.

 (b) To model for others, and particularly for my clients, the respect due to those we call upon to
resolve our disputes and the regard due to all participants in our dispute resolution processes.

 (c) To avoid all forms of wrongful discrimination in all of my activities including discrimination
on the basis of race, religion, sex, age, handicap, veteran status, or national origin.  The social goals
of equality and fairness will be personal goals for me.



 (d) To preserve and improve the law, the legal system, and other dispute resolution processes as
instruments for the common good.

 (e) To make the law, the legal system, and other dispute resolution processes available to all.

 (f) To practice with a personal commitment to the rules governing our profession and to encourage
others to do the same.

 (g) To preserve the dignity and the integrity of our profession by my conduct.  The dignity and the
integrity of our profession is an inheritance that must be maintained by each successive generation
of lawyers.

 (h) To achieve the excellence of our craft, especially those that permit me to be the moral voice of
clients to the public in advocacy while being the moral voice of the public to clients in counseling. 
Good lawyering should be a moral achievement for both the lawyer and the client.

 (i) To practice law not as a business, but as a calling in the spirit of public service.

Specific Aspirational Ideals

As to clients, I will aspire:

 (a) To expeditious and economical achievement of all client objectives.

 (b) To fully informed client decision-making.  As a professional, I should:

  (1) Counsel clients about all forms of dispute resolution;
  (2) Counsel clients about the value of cooperation as a means towards the productive

resolution of disputes;
  (3) Maintain the sympathetic detachment that permits objective and independent advice to

clients;
  (4) Communicate promptly and clearly with clients; and,
  (5) Reach clear agreements with clients concerning the nature of the representation.

 (c) To fair and equitable fee agreements.  As a professional, I should:

 (1) Discuss alternative methods of charging fees with all clients;
  (2) Offer fee arrangements that reflect the true value of the services rendered;
  (3) Reach agreements with clients as early in the relationship as possible;
  (4) Determine the amount of fees by consideration of many factors and not just time spent

by the attorney;
  (5) Provide written agreements as to all fee arrangements; and
  (6) Resolve all fee disputes through the arbitration methods provided by the State Bar of

Georgia.



 (d) To comply with the obligations of confidentiality and the avoidance of conflicting loyalties in
a manner designed to achieve the fidelity to clients that is the purpose of these obligations.

As to opposing parties and their counsel, I will aspire:

 (a) To cooperate with opposing counsel in a manner consistent with the competent representation
of all parties.  As a professional, I should:

  (1) Notify opposing counsel in a timely fashion of any cancelled appearance;
 (2) Grant reasonable requests for extensions or scheduling changes; and,
 (3) Consult with opposing counsel in the scheduling of appearances, meetings, and

depositions.

 (b) To treat opposing counsel in a manner consistent with his or her professional obligations and
consistent with the dignity of the search for justice.  As a professional, I should:

  (1) Not serve motions or pleadings in such a manner or at such a time as to preclude
opportunity for a competent response;

  (2) Be courteous and civil in all communications;
  (3) Respond promptly to all requests by opposing counsel;
  (4) Avoid rudeness and other acts of disrespect in all meetings including depositions and

negotiations;
  (5) Prepare documents that accurately reflect the agreement of all parties; and
  (6) Clearly identify all changes made in documents submitted by opposing counsel for

review.

As to the courts, other tribunals, and to those who assist them, I will aspire:

 (a) To represent my clients in a manner consistent with the proper functioning of a fair, efficient,
and humane system of justice.  As a professional, I should:

  (1) Avoid non-essential litigation and non-essential pleading in litigation;
  (2) Explore the possibilities of settlement of all litigated matters;
  (3) Seek non-coerced agreement between the parties on procedural and discovery matters;
  (4) Avoid all delays not dictated by a competent presentation of a client's claims;
  (5) Prevent misuses of court time by verifying the availability of key participants for

scheduled appearances before the court and by being punctual; and
  (6) Advise clients about the obligations of civility, courtesy, fairness, cooperation, and other

proper behavior expected of those who use our systems of justice.

 (b) To model for others the respect due to our courts.  As a professional I should:

  (1) Act with complete honesty;
  (2) Know court rules and procedures;
  (3) Give appropriate deference to court rulings;



  (4) Avoid undue familiarity with members of the judiciary;
  (5) Avoid unfounded, unsubstantiated, or unjustified public criticism of members of the

judiciary;
  (6) Show respect by attire and demeanor;
 (7) Assist the judiciary in determining the applicable law; and,
 (8) Seek to understand the judiciary's obligations of informed and impartial decision-making.

As to my colleagues in the practice of law, I will aspire:

 (a) To recognize and to develop our interdependence;

 (b) To respect the needs of others, especially the need to develop as a whole person; and,

 (c) To assist my colleagues become better people in the practice of law and to accept their assistance
offered to me.

As to our profession, I will aspire:

 (a) To improve the practice of law.  As a professional, I should:

  (1) Assist in continuing legal education efforts;
  (2) Assist in organized bar activities; and,
  (3) Assist law schools in the education of our future lawyers.

 (b) To protect the public from incompetent or other wrongful lawyering.  As a professional, I
should:

  (1) Assist in bar admissions activities;
  (2) Report violations of ethical regulations by fellow lawyers; and,
  (3) Assist in the enforcement of the legal and ethical standards imposed upon all lawyers.

As to the public and our systems of justice, I will aspire:

 (a) To counsel clients about the moral and social consequences of their conduct.

 (b) To consider the effect of my conduct on the image of our systems of justice including the social
effect of advertising methods. As a professional, I should ensure that any advertisement of my
services:

  (1) is consistent with the dignity of the justice system and a learned profession;
  (2) provides a beneficial service to the public by providing accurate information about the

availability of legal services;
  (3) educates the public about the law and legal system;
  (4) provides completely honest and straightforward information about my qualifications,

fees, and costs; and



  (5) does not imply that clients' legal needs can be met only through aggressive tactics.

 (c) To provide the pro bono representation that is necessary to make our system of justice available
to all.

 (d) To support organizations that provide pro bono representation to indigent clients.

 (e) To improve our laws and legal system by, for example:

  (1) Serving as a public official;
  (2) Assisting in the education of the public concerning our laws and legal system;
  (3) Commenting publicly upon our laws; and,
  (4) Using other appropriate methods of effecting positive change in our laws and legal

system.

State Bar of Georgia Rules, Part IX, Professionalism, Rule 9-102, Chief Justice’s Commission on
Professionalism
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Lisa Cupid,JD/ MPA 
Georgia State University College of Law 2013 
Cobb County Commissioner 
Candidate for Cobb Commission Chair in 2020 

 
Brief Background: I ran for office in 2012 while in law school and earning a masters in public 
administration with a one-year old and a three-year old. I overcame a three-term incumbent, in a 
6-person field, with 39% of the vote in the primary, and 77% of the vote in the runoff. This was my 
first political race-EVER!! I attended 3 campaign trainings and followed a solid and laborious, game 
plan to win with the help of experienced staff and committed volunteers. I hate seeing good, smart, 
capable, passionate people not run for office, or run and not win. 
 
Personal Email: lisacupidesq@gmail.com;  -(Please no spam. I have done a fairly good job 
keeping this account spam free.) 
------------ 
 
TIPS FOR RUNNING FOR OFFICE: 
 
FIRST AND FOREMOST 
 

1. Attend at least 2 candidate trainings. You know less about winning than you think, unless 
you have participated on a winning campaign or better yet winning campaigns.  Many a smart 
and successful persons skip this step and wind up on the losing end..  

2. Know what you are running for and why. 
3. Know if you live in the district you think you are running for. District lines can change. 
4. Obtain approval and committed support of your spouse. 
5. Determine if life is or will be conducive to the running and serving. Assess family, career 

and, time commitments. 
6. Assess your credibility for your race: your background, career, connections, personality, etc. 
7. Start early. There is no excuse for starting to run the same year as the election. 
8. Study your district, ward, or area. Is the seat winnable? Are you the sole Democrat in a sea 

of Republicans? 
9. Meet the incumbent. Let he or she know your plans to run as early as possible, ideally, 

before you go public. This will help garner rapport and respect on both sides...eventually. 
 
EARLY STEPS 
 

1. Be legal! File a Declaration of Intent with the State Ethics Commission before raising money. 
2. Strategize based on tried and true approaches to winning that are learned in trainings. 

Everything else is noise: for example, yard signs do not vote, people do! 
3. Only hire people who you see yourself having a long-term relationship with.  
4. Outwork, out-connect, outraise: You only want to run once. If you do not lose weight during 

your campaign, particularly in a local election, you are not doing something right. 
5. Build a generic website and social media presence so people can get some information 

about you and learn how to support you. You should get professional-looking photos. 
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GENERAL STRATEGY 
 

1. Learn your win number (50%+1), the number of votes you need to win, and target a specified 
group of voters to that number or bump up or down based on anomalies. 

2. Study how much you need to raise. Check out the incumbents financial filings. Do call time or 
what some call dialing for dollars. Yes, you need to ask for money. There is no way around it. 

3. Create a simple message. Let it be your framework. 
4. Connect with voters in the top 5-6 ways that you were taught in training. Face-to-face, 

at-the-door with actual identified targeted voters is the MOST effective! 
5. Contact target voters multiple times before election day. 

 
CAUTION 
 

1. You have limited time, money, manpower. Be VERY SELECTIVE! Not all candidates or races 
need staff, but some do. If you don’t have enough or will not raise enough money to budget 
for the staple elements of the race, keep your money in your pocket. People will come out of 
the woodworks to sell you their services or products. Don’t go broke for an election. 

2. Know who you are and your principles. It is easy to get lost in the race. As one has shared 
with me: If someone will compromise to get a position, imagine what  they will do to keep it. 

3. Few will see you as an elected official until you become one. You don’t need everyone’s 
approval, you need votes, and those are primarily earned connecting with your actual 
voters--in person.  Be leery of endorsement committees that are not directly tied to your race. 

4. Many attorneys that I have spoken with talk about the maneuvering and sometimes 
challenges of serving and practicing. Speak to several for advice before deciding to run. 

5. Serving is not sexy if you are serving the people. Running for office is not worth it just to be a 
resume builder, stepping stone, or something on your bucket list. Citizen’s lives and 
livelihoods are in your hands. Also, your life and privacy are far too important. 

6. Running for local office is not comparable to what you see on political talk shows, or in 
coverage of Congress. Local office is about local touch. Seeming too grand can make you 
seemingly out-of-touch. 

7. Yes, introverts can do this. 
8. Yes, persons of faith can do this. 
9. If you are absolutely BROKE--DO NOT DO THIS! A lot of people will offer you a lot of things 

of value, and you may be tempted in areas you would not be if you were more financially 
secure. It just is not worth it..  

10. Judges are down-ballot races. You can win without being appointed if you take time to go 
meet voters. You will serve better if you remember those you met face-to-face at the door. 

11. Be cordial and respectful to opponents. They are humans too, and at the end of the day you 
will be serving those who vote or support them in their district. If you are doing things that 
keep you from looking them in the face or their children in the face, there is a problem and 
that problem may be y-o-u. Also, some smear campaigns backfire. One incumbent lost by 
exposing DUIs of his opponent which peaked the interest and sympathy of voters. 

12. In this age of Anti-Trumpism and Me Too, women who are more liberal leaning seem to have 
a distinct advantage in running for office right now. I do not want to discourage men from 
running, but it is even more important to have a solid strategy to ensure a win as a male.  
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WHAT CAN I DO NOW 
 

1. Get involved. You don’t want to show up on the ballot, and people question your knowledge 
about the issues and your lack of involvement the community. Plus, your contribution as an 
attorney to the civic world is invaluable. We need you. I have over 40 appointed positions in 
my office to authorities, boards, and commissions. I would love to have smart, capable 
attorneys who serve, but I see very few involved in local civic meetings or causes. 

2. Go to or watch meetings that you would be a part of as an elected official. Knowledge is 
power. 

3. Get your house in order: your relationships, your finances, skeletons not fully buried...we all 
have them. 

4. Volunteer on a race if you have the time. Contribute to candidates you like. Get a sense of 
what it feels like to be in their shoes. This may help you learn what to do or what not to do. 
Keep in perspective that each candidate and campaign is different. 

5. Compile all your contacts. You will need to call them for call time. 
 

 
 
LASTLY…. 
 
You may do nothing that I suggested and still win. While some people never study for a test and ace 
it, there are proven strategies to help people improve their chances of passing a test. The tips on this 
handout will help you strategically improve your chances. Your winning is more than just a stroke of 
luck, a show of your likeability, or your acumen of what the position entails.  It is a reflection of the 
hard work and the smart work you put in to win...EARLY.  
 
As this is a very brief, tip outline about running for office, please reach out to me if you have any 
questions or need clarification at lisacupidesq@gmail.com. My life is a bit hectic, and I wish I had 
more time for coffee and lunch. I do care about this topic and I will do my best to respond to any 
questions you have via email and maybe later schedule coffee or lunch if you are truly serious about 
running for office. Of note, I do sometimes provide presentations to groups on running which I find 
enjoyable, helpful and efficient in meeting with multiple people interested in running. Please let me 
know if you are interested in that option. I am open to that possibility. Oh, and yes, please don’t add 
my email to newsletters, chainmail and the like. I have been successful in getting no spam at this 
email address. 
 
Thank you for your interest in running for office. We need good, smart, capable, passionate people 
like you! 
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Social Justice Advocacy in Action – Finding Your Passion 

 
Inform. Inspire. | Remind. Renew. ™ 
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SUPPORTING MATERIALS FOR PRESENTATION 
BY DERRICK ALEXANDER POPE 
 

1. Arc of Justice 2018 Annual Report 

2. Bending the Arc: Georgia Lawyers in the Pursuit of Social Justice 
(Article previously published in Georgia Bar Journal. Reprinted by Permission. Copyrights © 2018 Derrick Alexander Pope/DA Pope Properties, LP). 

 

ABOUT THE ARC OF JUSTICE INSTITUTE 
The mission of The Arc of Justice Institute is to foster a greater understanding of the rule of law in the areas where 

governance, economics, and rights intersect. Our programs, conducted through dynamic partnerships, are designed to 

produce meaningful civic engagement and a broadened intergenerational understanding of the American legal system. 

AJI’s flagship initiative is the development of an exhibit recognizing the heroic and vital contribution lawyers and judges 

made to the American civil rights movement. Upon completion, the exhibit will be the first-of-its-kind in civic and cultural 

education.  

As a public educational institution, the AJI vision is a justice-oriented society infused with a spirit of the law into those 

areas where we have only been acquainted with the letter of the law. 

ABOUT THE PRESENTER 
DERRICK ALEXANDER POPE is President and founding Director of The Arc of Justice Institute. In this role, he has responsibility for all aspects of the 

standing initiatives and programs of the Institute beginning with developing and managing the exhibit initiative and accompanying programs.   

Born in Atlanta, Georgia, Mr. Pope is a 1987 graduate of Morris Brown College and a 1992 graduate of Loyola University School of Law in New 

Orleans, Louisiana, earning top honors in the Loyola Law Clinic.  

Mr. Pope has a distinguished career in the public, private and academic sectors. He has provided counsel to the legislative and executive 

branches of government at the federal, state, and county level and has been an Adjunct Professor at Georgia State University College of Law. In 

private practice, he has helped protect the inheritance rights of more than 500 families throughout Georgia.  

Mr. Pope has several published works to his credit. He is the author of By the Content of Our Character: A Declaration of Independence for 

Colored Folks, Negroes, Black People and African Americans and Thy Will Be Done: An African American Guide to Estate Planning and the 

Howard Law Journal article, A Constitutional Window to Interpretive Reason: Or in other Words…The Ninth Amendment. In 2012 teaming with 

his daughter he released a spoken word CD – The Race Track. 

Mr. Pope is a member of the State Bar of Georgia (Immediate Past Co-Chair of the Committee to Promote Inclusion in the Profession), the Phi 

Alpha Delta Law Fraternity, the United States Supreme Court Historical Society, and the Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity.  
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The arc of the moral universe is long…but it bends toward justice. 

⟬ Theodore Parker ⟭ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cover photo: Nettie Hunt with her three-year old daughter, Nikie, on the steps of the United States Supreme Court 

on May 18,1954 one day after the Brown v. Board of Education decision.  
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The laws that defined and circumscribed life in the Jim 

Crow South were warped, but it was also the law – 

farsighted, fair minded jurisprudence – that gave us THE 

TOOLS TO DISMANTLE segregation, piece by rotten 

piece. And it has been lawyers who have BENT THAT 

ARC of the universe towards justice. The law continues 

to hold this EXTRAORDINARY POWER to remake 

itself – to correct injustice and further justice. It is clear 

that, in our current fight, LAWYERS must continue to 

LEAD the charge. 

- Vernon E. Jordan, Jr. 

National Honorary Chair 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
THE MISSION OF THE ARC OF JUSTICE INSTITUTE 
is to foster a greater understanding of the rule of law 

where governance, economics, and rights intersect. As a 

public educational institution, our programs, conducted 

through dynamic partnerships, are designed to facilitate 

meaningful civic engagement and to achieve a broadened, 

intergenerational understanding of the American legal 

system.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

T h e  

a r c  o f  J u s t i c e  

i n s t i t u t e  

 

Dear Friends of The Arc! 

It has been an exceptional year for The Arc of Justice Institute. We set important goals 

for our first year of operations, and in nearly every instance, we have surpassed 

expectations. Our flagship initiative is an exhibit that recognizes the heroic and vital 

contribution lawyers and judges made to the American Civil Rights Movement. In this 

report, we highlight the milestones supporting the development of that effort, one we 

have named Under the Color of Law. 

The success of Hidden Legal Figures: Conversations with the Unsung, our signature 

public education program to promote the exhibit, was due in large part to our 

partnership with the law schools at Emory University, Mercer University, the University of Georgia, and Georgia 

State University. We are especially proud of our collaboration with The State Bar of Georgia, which culminated 

in the filming of a commercial honoring one of Georgia’s most notable civil rights attorneys. Our first steps in the 

fulfillment of our mission have been made possible with the generosity and passionate engagement of our early 

contributors.  

As a nation we have only begun to scratch the surface of what it means to have a respect for the rule of law. An 

appreciation for that principle is needed now perhaps more than any time in recent memory. It is our special 

privilege to contribute to its understanding and to uplift those who work day in and day out in furtherance of its 

benefits to all. The Arc of Justice Institute has made an indelible impact on the legal and civic landscape in a 

relatively short span of time and as we continue to answer this call, we thank those who have joined us and invite 

all to get on the Arc!   

With appreciation,  

 

Derrick Alexander Pope, J.D. 
President and Managing Director 
The Arc of Justice Institute  

 



 

 

 

 

A C C O M P L I S H M E N T S  
Lawyers have transformed this country, for the better, by demanding change (and getting it). And we need these dedicated public servants now 

more than ever.  

-Leah Ward Sears 

Former Chief Justice, Georgia Supreme Court 
 

 
The Arc of Justice Institute formally incorporated in Georgia and initial board of directors seated and holds first 

meeting.  

 

 

Content Council completes its work on developing theme and scope of exhibit. Establishes traveling exhibit as first 

phase of project and names it Under the Color of Law.  

 

 

State Bar of Georgia adopts Under the Color of Law as bar initiative. State Bar Executive Director penned series of 

articles in State Bar Journal to highlight the Hidden Legal Figures project.  

 

 

Hidden Legal Figures series held at each partner law schools to promote traveling exhibit.  

 

 

Georgia Bar Foundation Fellows Grant received to support Hidden Legal Figures. 

 

Students with the Emory University School of Law Civil Rights Law Practice Society selected to develop paradigm 

and content for the first two of the four exhibits comprising traveling exhibit.  

 

 

Program partners steering committee formed to develop and conduct inaugural legal ideas conference.  

 

 

State Bar of Georgia Cornerstones of Freedom Program incorporates The Arc of Justice Project as part of its 2019 

Who Needs Lawyers PSA campaign. Television commercial filmed at National Center for Civil and Human Rights 

featuring Rev. Otis Moss, Jr. reflecting on famed civil rights attorney Donald Lee Hollowell. 

 

 

Responsive web site developed and launched. Social media platforms initiated.  

 

Elements and scope of Get on the Arc! fundraising campaign developed.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

T H E  E X H I B I T  
It would be hard to imagine the Civil Rights Movement without the aid of lawyers. Our courts exist as the bulwark for the freedoms enshrined in 

the Constitution and it is the lawyer’s role to stand up for those principles. The Arc of Justice Project reminds us that when we take a stand, we 

can bear witness to great and lasting change.  

-Roy Barnes 

Former Governor, State of Georgia  
 

 

Our flagship initiative is the development of an exhibit 

recognizing the heroic and vital contribution of lawyers and 

judges to the American Civil Rights Movement. Our content 

council – comprised of eight experts in law and history – has 

established a two-phased approach towards accomplishing 

this objective. The first phase calls for the creation of a 

traveling exhibit. It will be comprised of four-theme styled, 

immersive exhibits that depict the legal efforts associated 

with securing and protecting individual rights and liberties 

beginning in the colonial period and continuing through the 

modern civil rights movement.  

 

UNDER THE COLOR OF LAW + FREEDOM SUITS, 1781-1857 

 

Under the Color of Law doubles as the name for the traveling 

exhibit and its lead feature. It, along with Freedom Suits, will 

be the first to go into fabrication. Under the Color of Law – a 

term of art – will address the law’s obligation to protect 

citizens at their most vulnerable, with an emphasis on cases 

involving the criminal justice system. Freedom suits will 

chronicle the array of emancipation lawsuits from 1781 – 

1857. 

 

Students with the Emory University School of Law Civil Rights 

Law Practice Society have developed the paradigm for the 

content for these two exhibits. Both exhibits will be designed 

to promote learning and movement and will allow for great 

use of documents and artifacts within small spaces.  

 

The exhibit tour will begin in Georgia – premiering at the National Center for Civil and Human Rights in Atlanta – and will 

later expand throughout the United States. Museums, law schools, history centers, and other places of public interest will 

host the exhibit with the hopes of international venues figuring into the traveling cycle. Phase two will focus on the 

acquisition of collections and artifacts, which along with the four exhibits, will come to reside in a permanent location under 

the name The Arc of Justice Pavilion. 

  

 

 



 

 

 

 

H I D D E N  L E G A L  F I G U R E S  

The Arc of Justice Institute launched Hidden Legal Figures: Conversations with the Unsung as a distinct means of both 

promoting the exhibit and as a form of public education. These events are first person accounts of or richly researched 

reflections about the legal efforts associated with one of the most pivotal moments of American history – the Civil Rights 

Movement. 

 

Each event was held at one of our partner law schools throughout the state. Beginning in 2019, similar events will be held 

in collaboration with local bar associations and will expand to include law schools outside Georgia. Hidden Legal Figures is 

supported, in part, by a grant from the Georgia Bar Foundation.  

 

February 9, 2018 

Legal Figure: W. J. Michael “Mike” Cody 

Emory University School of Law  

 

Mike Cody was one of four lawyers that represented Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. on April 3 and 4, 1968. He 

shared his reflections to an enthralled audience at Emory University Law School on what it was like to be 

one of the principal legal figures working to defeat an injunction against the march to aid striking 

sanitation workers. 

 

“These were sad, but exciting times and I was a witness to it. I still feel the emotions.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

April 17, 2018 

Legal Figure: Judge William Augustus Bootle 

Mercer University School of Law 

 

Five of Macon’s most distinguished citizens gathered at the Mercer University Law School to share 

their reflections on the life and career of Judge William Augustus Bootle. Judge Bootle presided 

over the desegregation of the University of Georgia. 

 

“You can’t afford to flinch in the face of duty.” 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

H I D D E N  L E G A L  F I G U R E S  
 

 

October 16, 2018 

Legal Figures: John Mell Clark, Ken Dious, Barbara Geter, and Willie Woodruff 

University of Georgia School of Law 

 

In an evening of living history Athens Chief Magistrate Judge Patricia Barron moderated a 

conversation focused on “memories, milestones, and mentors” and the legal changes in Georgia 

and throughout the nation. 

 

“Courage, confidence, and faith is what it took then, and what it will take now.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 26, 2019 

Legal Figures: Noah Parden and Judge Elbert Parr Tuttle 

Georgia State University College of Law 

 

Mark Curriden, author of the ABA award winning book, Contempt of Court, and 

Prof. Anne Emanuel, author of Elbert Parr Tuttle: Chief Justice of the Civil Rights 

Revolution, are the headliners to discuss the legacy of two 20th century legal 

giants. Additional panelists offered their perspective on the contemporary challenges that parallel their 

work.  

  

 

 
 

 

  

 

 

The Arc of Justice Project deserves a resounding and heartfelt thank you for finding and sharing the stories of these very courageous public servants. With 

strong sentiments set against change, their courage and commitment to the rule of law should be celebrated by all committed to a just and civil society. 

 -Hon. Mark Anthony Scott 

 Chief Judge, DeKalb County Superior Court 

 



 

 

 

 

P S A  C A M P A I G N  W I T H  S T A T E  B A R  O F  G E O R G I A  
The lasting change wrought by the Civil Rights Movement cannot be rightly recounted without telling the story of the dozens of lawyers and judges 

who ensured the movement of the 50’s and 60’s became law for the ages. The Arc of Justice Project tells their story…lest we forget how essential 

the law and its stewards are to the betterment of society and its citizens. 

-Darrell L. Sutton 

President-elect, State Bar of Georgia  
 

The State Bar of Georgia included The Arc of Justice Project in its 2019 Who Needs Lawyers PSA campaign. The campaign is 

aimed at showcasing examples of the kind of indelible difference Georgia lawyers make every day in the lives of Georgia 

citizens. It features stories drawn from Georgia lawyers’ own experiences as told by their clients.  

 

 
Rev. Otis Moss, Jr., a veteran of the Civil Rights Movement shared his reflections of noted civil rights lawyer, Donald Lee 

Hollowell and his legal efforts in the desegregation of the University of Georgia. The interview was filmed on location at 

the National Center for Civil and Human Rights in Atlanta.  

  

 

 
 

I think the movement would have been a failure without the presence, the support of great lawyers. I hope that when we write the history of the 

movement. . .we will give to the next generation a wider view and greater understanding of their contribution. 

-Rev. Otis Moss, Jr. 
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G E T  O N  T H E  A R C !  
Lawyers will always be vital to making the Constitution’s promise to establish justice for all a reality. The Arc of Justice Project contributes mightily 

to our understanding of the civil rights movement by highlighting the heroic role of lawyers who chose to make difference in the struggle for 

justice and equality. 

-Linda Klein 

Immediate Past President  

American Bar Association 
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One was a former colonel in the Con-
federate Army who would become a 
forceful advocate for equality in private 
practice and as attorney gneral of the 
United States. Another would be among 
the first of his racial kinfolk to appear be-
fore the U.S. Supreme Court in a case that 
would lay the foundation for a number of 
constitutional safeguards. Still, two others 
would distinguish themselves as defend-
ers of the most sacred elements of our na-
tion’s founding principles: one as a judge 
on the federal bench, and the other in 
courtrooms throughout the state.

Each of these lawyers—and many more 
like them—should be household names. 
Their valiant contributions to the better-
ment of society ought to be as common 
to the everyday citizen as they are within 
segments of the legal community. Despite 
being at the forefront of the historical ef-
forts to make ours a more perfect union, 
the historical record too often omits the 
roles that lawyers and judges have played 
in that pursuit. 

Nowhere is this truer than in the grand 
cause of securing, protecting and advanc-
ing human and civil rights. Whether as 
advocates or jurists, as counselors or in-
termediaries, lawyers were indispensable 
to the American Civil Rights movement, 
providing a contribution of such magni-

Bending the Arc:
Georgia Lawyers in the 
Pursuit of Social Justice
Few know that lawyers and judges played a heroic and vital role in 
the success of the American Civil Rights Movement. In fact, legal and 
judicial eff orts securing human and civil rights extend beyond that 
period and span the entirety of our nation’s existence. Not surprisingly, 
Georgia lawyers have been front and center in those eff orts. This article 
highlights a few hidden legal fi gures whose professional contributions 
deserve recognition. 

BY DERRICK ALEXANDER POPE

Author’s note: Throughout this article, African-American citizens are referred to by the now antiquated 
terms “colored” and “Negro.” They are used here to reflect the historical periods when these terms 
were common.

Look at the facts of the 
world. You see a continual 
and progressive triumph of 
right. I do not pretend 
to understand the moral 
universe; the arc is a long 
one. And from what I see 
I am sure it bends towards 
justice. Things refuse to be 
mismanaged long.

Theodore Parker, Ten Sermons of Religion, 
84-85 (Crosby, Nichols, and Company 1853).
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tude that one scholar dubbed it “the first 
revolution in history conducted on advice 
of counsel.”1 

Indeed, “lawyers have bent that arc of 
the universe towards justice,”2 and Geor-
gia practitioners have time and again 
stood at the epicenter of the legal strides 
such an undertaking requires. A roll call 
of such luminaries and the transformative 
impact of their professional contributions 
to society could fill the pages of this jour-
nal. Let the profile of four monumental 
figures, however, serve as an introduction 
to the role Georgia lawyers have played in 
bending that arc.

Amos T. Akerman
Amos Tappan Akerman was born Feb. 23, 
1821 in Portsmouth, N.H., moving to Sa-
vannah in 1846 as a tutor in the home of 
Sen. John McPherson.3 He would study law 
in the senator’s library and was admitted to 
the Georgia Bar in 1850.4 He made his living 
as both an attorney and farmer, at one point 
owning eleven slaves. Although he opposed 
secession as the outbreak of Civil War 
neared, Akerman served in the Confederate 
Army, attaining the rank of colonel.5

After the war, Akerman joined the 
Republican Party and was “among the 

most influential leaders in the work” of 
the convention that crafted Georgia’s 
1868 Constitution.6 Rivals accused him 
of supporting the opposition candidate 
in that year’s bitter presidential contest, 
and he would write a letter to the New 
York Times to dispose of the rumors.7 

Akerman also used the occasion as a fo-
rum to advocate for equal political and 
civil rights. 

In his letter, the tempo of his argument 
began with a sober assessment of the con-
federate government and the Civil War. 
“In 1861, we embarked in a bold political 
adventure, which was soon followed by a 
voluntary resort of arms. . .with a chance 
of victory. . .and the risk of defeat.”8 With 
“the fortunes of war compelling sur-
render,” he described how the spirit of 
resentment and revenge—”improper at 
all times [and] peculiarly unbecoming 
now”—permeated the contentious after-
math of the war.9 Akerman laid out the 
cause and consequence of that spirit in the 
starkest of terms, saying, “[w]e gave up 
the Confederate Government. We gave 
up slavery.”10

Recognizing that a new government 
would soon be formed, Akerman made a 
compelling case for extending the right to 
vote to the newly emancipated.

There is no reason why a colored voter 
should not seek the welfare of the coun-
try to which he has so many ties. The 
ends to be sought by good white men and 
good black men, in the act of voting, are pre-
cisely the same. Both want good laws and 
a good administration of them.11

Akerman rounded out his thoughts on 
the matter by concluding that “the most 
important view is this; that the aboli-
tion of all political distinctions founded 
on color will remove, effectually and for-
ever, all danger of a conflict of races.”12 

This sentiment would carry over into his 
time in private practice where the liti-
gation of the reconstruction period had 
begun to shift “from the enforcement of 
technicalities toward the administration 
of justice on broader principles of equity 
and a sense of right.”13 The most note-
worthy example of this shift involved 
a lawsuit tailor-made for Akerman and 
the Supreme Court of Georgia to outfit 
themselves in the “courage to break away 
from old forms and precedents.”14

White v. Clements presented an issue 
of first impression, namely “the right of 
persons of color to hold office in this 
State.”15 Richard W. White was elected 
clerk of the Superior Court of Chatham 

Partiality and injustice breed 
discontent. Let us then be 
instructed by bitter experience. 
Let us abandon all absolute 
dogmas and unseasonable 
sentiments. Let us recognize 
truth even when in variance 
with our prepossessions.

  —Amos T. AkermanW
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Amos T. Akerman, 1821-1880
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County in April 1868. His opponent, 
William Clements, challenged the 
outcome claiming that he was eligible 
to hold the seat “because he was not a 
person of color, and did not have in his 
veins any African or negro blood.”16 
The lower court agreed and held
that a person of color was ineligible to 
hold office.17

Akerman, who by then had earned the 
distinction of being “the best Republican 
lawyer in the state,” took up the appeal.18 
Both he and Justice Henry Kent McCay, 
who authored the opinion, were influen-
tial in the state constitutional convention, 
which no doubt prompted the salient 
viewpoint that:

The people of Georgia, without dis-
tinction of color, came together at 
Atlanta in December, 1867, by their 
delegates, to form for themselves a 
Constitution and frame a govern-
ment, men of both colors sat as del-
egates . . . and yet it is now contended 
that the rights guaranteed by that 
Constitution, stand as to the two col-
ors, on a different footing, that as to 
the white man, they are securities, but 
as to the negro, they are grants . . . 
The whole thing is absurd.19

Overturning the ruling of the trial 
court, Judge McCay held “the fundamen-
tal law—the Constitution of the State—
guarantees to men of color the right to 
be chosen to an office, and I put my judg-
ment upon that ground.”20

Akerman would later serve as attor-
ney general of the United States, earn-
ing the distinction of being the first to 
head the newly created Justice Depart-
ment and establishing its first investi-
gative unit, which was the precursor to 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation.21 
His tenure was marked by his zealous 
prosecution of the Ku Klux Klan and 
its violent reprisals against Negro suf-
frage, marking him as the first in federal 
civil rights litigators. After leaving the 
Justice Department, Akerman lived the 
remainder of his life in Cartersville until 
his death in 1880. 

Noah Parden
He was holding his mother’s hand when 
she died. Neighbors were unsure of what 
to do with the six-year old, so they sent 
him to an orphanage with only a few toys, 
some clothes and a Bible his mother had 
given him for Christmas.22 This was a 
rather inauspicious beginning for some-
one who would become a principal figure 
in one of the most important cases in the 
history of the U.S. Supreme Court.

Noah Walter Parden was born in Floyd 
County, Ga., around 1865; his mother, a 
former slave, his father, a white man he 
never knew. At nineteen, he would move 
to Chattanooga, Tenn., where he was a 
student at Howard High School, support-
ing himself as a barber.23 At graduation, 
he spoke on the topic of “The Duty of a 
Citizen.”24 He went on to attend Central 
Tennessee College of Law, finishing at 
the top of his class in 1893.25

By age 41, Parden had become one of 
the most successful black lawyers in Chat-
tanooga. He was a “law-school-trained 
attorney,” which made his grasp of the 
Constitution, statutes and precedent “far 
superior to many of his colleagues.”26 

His skills in the courtroom led to several 
victories against insurance companies 
who made it a practice to deny claims to 
black policyholders. Parden would im-
press upon the all-white juries that if big 
companies would take advantage of black 
customers, pretty soon they would begin 
to cheat their white ones.27 His training, 
his courtroom acumen and his standing 
in the community were the combined 
factors that led to Parden taking the lead 
in a case that resulted in a landmark U.S. 
Supreme Court decision. 

In 1906, Ed Johnson was arrested, 
tried, convicted, lynched and buried all 
within a dizzying span of 55 days from 
when he was falsely accused of raping a 
white woman.28 From the time of his ar-
rest on through his trial, Johnson would 
be threatened with vigilantism. At one 
point, a mob stormed the jail demanding 
that he be turned over to them.29 In one 
of the more bizarre aspects of the trial, a 
juror was permitted to direct the defen-
dant to put on an article of clothing the 
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victim said her assailant wore and was al-
lowed to conduct a direct examination of 
the victim while on the witness stand.30 

All told, Johnson’s trial was a confluence 
of reversible errors and overt bias from 
the prosecutor, judge and sheriff.

Although he rejected multiple entreat-
ies to be a part of the trial team, Parden 
and his law partner, Georgia-born Styles 
Hutchinson, agreed to handle Johnson’s 
appeal. The lawyers dutifully filed their 
writ of error before the Supreme Court 
of Tennessee, which summarily up-
held Johnson’s conviction.31 Parden and 
Hutchinson filed a petition in the U.S. 
District Court in Knoxville under the 
Habeas Corpus Act of 1907 as a means of 
redressing constitutional violations. After 
an eight-hour hearing, their petition was 
denied, but the judge did issue a stay of 
execution giving Parden the time to ap-
peal to the U.S. Supreme Court.32

Parden traveled to Washington, D.C., 
presenting his case to Justice John Mar-
shall Harlan, the Court’s designee to 
hear emergency appeals from the Sixth 
Circuit. The U.S. Supreme Court would 
go on to issue the stay of execution and 
agree to hear the case. However, a mob 
lynched Johnson under the auspices of 
the sheriff. The sheriff’s actions were so 

egregious, the U.S. Supreme Court is-
sued a contempt citation for its order—a 
first—and it set Oct. 15, 1906, as the date 
for its show cause hearing based on the 
citation—the first time the high Court sat 
as a trial level.33

Parden did not have a direct role in 
United States v. Shipp, but his work on 
the Johnson appeal would impact many 
others. As he stood before Harlan in a 
Supreme Court conference room just 
outside the Old Senate Chamber in the 
U.S. Capitol, Parden—one generation re-
moved from slavery—raised issues that, 
at the time, were not applicable to state 
proceedings. However, his efforts laid the 
foundation for the repudiation of lynch 
mob influence on the administration of 
justice;34 the guarantee of effective assis-
tance of counsel;35 the right to an open 
and public trial, including the right to 
have relatives, friends and counsel pres-
ent, irrespective of the charge;36 the pro-
tections afforded against self-incrimina-
tion;37 extending effective counsel rights 
to appeal;38 the right to the presence of 
counsel during a witness identification 
line-up;39 the invalidation of systemati-
cally excluding black people from jury ser-
vice;40 and outlawing capital punishment 
in rape cases.41

Noah Parden, who would also spend 
time as an assistant state prosecutor, died 
Feb. 23, 1944.

Griffin B. Bell
“Figure out a way to follow the law. There 
are no excuses.”42 That was his mantra. 
Whether in the practice of law, in the ad-
ministration of justice as a federal judge, 
or enforcing it as attorney general, Griffin 
Bell saw no room for excuses.

Griffin Boyette Bell was born in Sum-
ter County on Oct. 31, 1918.43 He attend-
ed Georgia Southwestern College, now 
Georgia Southwestern State University, 
for one year before being drafted into the 
army. While stationed in Fort Lee, Va., 
he would meet and marry Mary Powell.44 
In the army he attained the rank of ma-
jor, serving in the Quartermasters Corps 
and the Transportation Corp.45 After his 
discharge, he would attend Mercer Law 
School on the GI Bill graduating with 
honors in 1948.46

Bell had a part-time job examining 
land titles that carried him throughout 
the rural south. Seeing the segregated 
conditions of colored schools, he un-
derstood that “this won’t last. This can’t 
last. It’s not fair . . . and it must reflect 

We are at a time when many . . . 
have abandoned the respect for 
the rule of law. Nothing less than 
our civilized society is at stake.

   —Noah PardenPH
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in the teaching.”47 He would venture to 
Atlanta in 1953 joining King & Spalding 
after practicing in Savannah and Rome, 
becoming its managing partner in 1958.48 
One year later, this son of the old south 
took his first steps toward being a father 
to its new frontier.

Georgia—like other southern states—
was confronted with the reality of deseg-
regating its public schools in the wake of 
the Brown v. Board of Education decision.49 
Gov. Ernest Vandiver, who had cam-
paigned against integrated schools, ap-
pointed Bell as his chief of staff, charging 
him with the responsibility of organiz-
ing an effort to guide the course of de-
segregation.50 Bell established the Sibley 
Commission, which would be credited 
as instrumental in keeping schools from 
closing and preventing the violence prev-
alent in other states.51 

Bell would go on to become a federal 
judge, appointed to the Fifth Circuit of 
the U.S. Court of Appeals by President 
John F. Kennedy in October 1961. He 
presided over a number of monumen-
tal cases, including one that invalidated 
Georgia’s county unit system.52 In addi-

tion, Bell would decide 140 school deseg-
regation cases, most notably United States 
v. Hinds County, which involved the si-
multaneous desegregation of thirty-three 
county school districts.53 Bell would al-
ways take special pride in “working on all 
those school cases and getting the schools 
renovated and going through. . .the civil 
rights revolution.”54

He would leave the court in 1976 when 
the tedium of presiding over an onslaught 
of drug cases set in, but he was called back 
into public service when President Jimmy 
Carter tapped him to be attorney gener-
al.55 Bell would remain in that position 
until 1979 returning to private practice. 
Bell died Jan. 5, 2009.

Donald Lee Hollowell
The Christmas holidays of 1917 brought 
more than just presents into the Wichita, 
Kansas home of Ocenia and Harrison Hol-
lowell. On Dec. 19, it also brought their 
third child, Donald.56 Hollowell attended 
Lane College in Jackson, Tenn., where he 
excelled both academically and as a three-
sport athlete. His studies were interrupted 

by a stint in the Army, where he met and 
married Louise Thornton while stationed 
at Fort Benning before going off to com-
bat. After his service, he returned to Lane, 
graduating magna cum laude in 1938. It 
was in college and in the Army where he 
first encountered racial prejudice.

Traveling through the south to play 
football games against other Negro schools 
brought Hollowell into contact with a “so-
ciety whose primary passion seemed to be 
the isolation of the races and the demean-
ing of all Negro citizens in every imagin-
able way.”57 Worse, the barrage of racial 
indignities he experienced in the Army—
serving in the segregated Tenth Calvary 
Regiment, being relegated to eat in the 
kitchen, instead of the mess with other of-
ficers, and being ushered out of the base’s 
movie theater because he was Negro—had 
demoralized his spirit. He yearned for a 
“calm and financially stable future,” and he 
thought that as a dentist he could “operate 
comfortably within a segregated system.”58

Upon his return to Lane College, his 
vocational aspiration changed, however, 
when, as a delegate to the 1946 convo-
cation of the Negro Youth Conference, 

I have often said that if we did 
not have the equal protection 
clause in the Constitution, we 
would have to make up one. 
The country could not hold 
together without the equal 
protection clause. 

  — Griffin B. Bell PH
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he heard the inspiring words of Paul 
Robeson. The law, he reasoned, was his 
calling and he went on to earn his law 
degree from Loyola University in Chi-
cago in 1951.59

Hollowell would establish his law prac-
tice in Atlanta in 1952. Vernon Jordan, 
who became his law clerk, thought that 
“there was no better teacher and mentor. 
He was, quite simply, one of the most gift-
ed trial lawyers in all of Georgia.”60 He was 
“perfectly suited to the difficult task” of 
handling “the most troubling moral and 
social issues” of the day and the need for 
his “keen intellect and quiet determina-
tion” was frequent and varied.61 Hollow-
ell came to the aid of those facing capital 
punishment.62 He would represent college 
students involved in the sit-in protests.63 

He associated with C.B. King in Albany 
to defend the legal rights of protestors in 
that city.64 He would serve as lead counsel 
in the effort to obtain the admission of 
the first black student to the University 
of Georgia Law School.65 He conducted 
the legal challenge to the admissions 
policies of Georgia State College of Busi-
ness Administration (now Georgia State 

University).66 His representation in civil 
rights cases reached its apex, however, in 
1961 in another case involving admission 
to higher education, once again involving 
the state’s flagship institution.

Hollowell served as lead counsel in the 
lawsuit seeking to gain the admission of 
the first students of color to the Univer-
sity of Georgia.67 Over the course of five 
days of hearings, the “cool and masterful 
way” Hollowell handled the case left a 
powerful impression on all those pres-
ent.68 It also resulted in an order from 
Judge William Augustus Bootle outlaw-
ing the school’s discriminatory admission 
policies, finding that “the two plaintiffs 
are fully qualified and would already have 
been admitted had it not been for their 
race and color.”69 After several months of 
protracted appeals, the matter concluded 
with the registration of Hamilton Holmes 
and Charlayne Hunter.

Perhaps the words of one who ben-
efited from his legal acumen best capture 
his impact:

If it had not been for Don Hollowell, 
black Georgians wouldn’t have ad-

vanced as far as we have. . . Not only 
did he have the courage, but he also 
had a brilliant legal mind. He…out-
argued…these so-called great consti-
tutional lawyers who had erected this 
barrier of segregation throughout the 
South. They had the reputation, but 
Hollowell had the goods.70

In 1966, Hollowell would be appointed 
regional director of the Equal Employ-
ment Opportunity Commission by Presi-
dent Lyndon Johnson, a post he would 
hold for nearly 20 years. He returned to 
private practice and succumbed to heart 
failure on Dec. 27, 2004.

Amos T. Akerman, Noah Parden, 
Griffin B. Bell and Donald Lee Hollowell 
provide a glimpse into the good works 
lawyers have furnished to the nation. 
Yet, there is a rather glaring concern. 
This article—and the male legal figures 
it features—shows that while the legal 
profession can take great pride in its 
involvement in advancing civil rights, 
sadly, it too long sanctioned an exclu-
sionary bias within its ranks. Although 
racial inequities dominate much of our 

Hate consumes. One has to use 
that energy constructively in an 
effort to change those diabolical 
aspects of life which impinge 
upon him and others of his race. 
That’s what I chose to do.

  — Donald Lee HollowellC
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civic and social past, gender discrimi-
nation has been no less of a concern. 
Women were not permitted to practice 
law in Georgia until 1916, and it would 
be more than a quarter century later 
when women of color would be admit-
ted to the profession.

Happily, there have been monumental 
strides in remedying that misfortune, as 
the careers of Leah Ward Sears, Dorothy 
To th Beasley, Linda Klein, Teresa Wynn 
Roseborough, Romae Turner Powell, M. 
Yvette Miller and Carol Hunstein—just to 
name a few—attests. As Judge Beasley re-
minds us, “[t]he law needs to speak to life 
and if it excludes large groups of people 
then the law is skewed.”71

When we enter a room, history both 
precedes and follows, setting the table 
before us and sitting in the seats along-
side us. The business we conduct there is 
both limited and broadened by the omni-
present force of our individual and col-
lective past. As a profession, our history 
is filled with numerous instances where 
the lawyering endeavor has been the 
main ingredient in a recipe for civic bet-
terment, the sine qua non in the pursuit of 
social justice. In these latest of days, every 
headline screams the breaking news that a 
refresher of sorts is needed about the sig-
nificance of maintaining a fidelity to the 
rule of law. True to our history, lawyers 
will, I am sure, continue to bend the arc of 
human activity towards its most natural 
and ineluctable destination: liberty and 
justice for all. 

Derrick Alexander Pope is 
president and managing 
director of The Arc of Justice 
Institute and co-chair of 
the State Bar of Georgia 

Committee to Promote Inclusion in 
the Profession. He can be reached at 
dalexanderpope@att.net.
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Greetings: 
 
The Georgia General Assembly ended the 2019 legislative session a little after midnight on 
Tuesday, April 2nd and we are happy to report that our efforts, in collaboration with local and 
state partners, resulted in the passage of positive reforms that will improve the lives of Georgian 
communities impacted by incarceration. Specifically, the General Assembly passed legislation 
that will restore certain dignities to incarcerated pregnant women (HB 345), and that will create 
a study committee focused on the access and quality of behavioral health treatment throughout 
the state (HB 514). We also successfully stopped multiple attempts by the bail industry to 
protect wealth-based detention and preempt local bail reform (HB 340 and SB 164).  
 
Below you will find information about the criminal justice bills passed by the General Assembly 
this session, the advocacy events we hosted and our expectations for 2020.  
 

CRIMINAL JUSTICE BILLS PASSED IN 2019 
 

Behavioral Health Reform Commission  
 

HB 514 (Sponsor – Rep. Kevin Tanner) – Creates the Georgia Mental Health Reform and 
Innovation Commission to conduct a comprehensive review of the behavioral health 
system which will include the impact on the court systems and correctional system, and 
the legal and systemic barriers to the treatment of mental illnesses. STATUS: Awaiting 
the governor’s signature. (SCHR Position – SUPPORT). 
 

Confinement Conditions for Pregnant Women  
 

HB 345 (Sponsor – Rep. Sharon Cooper) – Prohibits shackling in the second and third 
trimester, squat and cough searches and solitary confinement.) STATUS: Awaiting the 
governor’s signature. (SCHR Position – SUPPORT). 

 
Law Enforcement Accountability 
 

HB 325 (Sponsor: Sen. Bill Heath) – Requires the records of peace officer investigations 
are kept by the Georgia Peace Officer Standards and Training Council for thirty years. 
STATUS: Awaiting the governor’s signature. (SCHR Position – SUPPORT).  

 
Correctional Facilities and Drones 
 

SB 6 (Sponsor: Sen. Kay Kirkpatrick) - Prohibits the use of unmanned aircraft systems to 
deliver or attempt to deliver contraband or photograph near a place of incarceration 
without permission. STATUS: Awaiting the governor’s signature. (SCHR Position – 
MONITOR).   

 
DNA Collection for First Offenders  
 



HB 470 (Sponsor: Rep. Steven Sainz) – Expands the collection of DNA to include people 
sentenced as first offenders; requires the DNA to be expunged after successful sentence 
completion. STATUS: Awaiting the governor’s signature. (SCHR Position – MONITOR).  

 
Fines and Fees  
 

SB 73 (Sponsor: Sen. Tyler Harper) Requires pretrial diversion program fees for the 
Peace Officers’ Annuity and Benefit Fund to be deducted and sent by the clerk to the 
secretary-treasurer of such fund. STATUS: Awaiting the governor’s signature. (SCHR’s 
Position – MONITOR).  

 
Hit and Run 
 

SB 1 (Sponsor: Sen. Elena Parent) - "CJ's law" Creates penalties for hit and run that 
create serious injuries. STATUS: Awaiting the governor’s signature (SCHR Position – 
MONITOR). 

 
Juvenile Justice 
 

HB 472 (Sponsor: Rep. Bert Reeves) – Expands the definition of “fictive kin” to include 
people without blood relations but who have a substantial and positive relationship with 
the child; requires juvenile courts to consider alternatives to foster care which includes 
‘fictive kin’ before removing a child from her home. STATUS: Awaiting the governor’s 
signature. (SCHR Position – MONITOR). 

 
Overtaking A School Bus 
 

SB 25 (Sponsor: Sen. Bill Heath) – Clarifies the law on overtaking a school bus by 
specifically allowing drivers to pass when there is a median, unpaved area or physical 
barrier. STATUS: Signed by the governor on February 15th. (SCHR Position – MONITOR). 

 
 

Public School Safety  
 

SB 15 (Sponsor: Sen. John Albers) – Requires public schools perform certain threat 
assessments, prepare a school safety plan and conduct drills; creates ‘school safety 
coordinators’; and requires the Georgia Information Sharing and Analysis Center to track 
and share information through a smartphone application. STATUS: Awaiting the 
governor’s signature. (SCHR Position – Monitored). 

 
Sex Offenses  
 

SB 9 (Sponsor: Sen. Harold Jones) – Creates the crime of sexual extortion punishable by 
a misdemeanor for the first offense and a felony for a second or subsequent offense; 
revises the crime of sexual assault by persons with supervisory or disciplinary authority 
to provide for varying degrees and punishment. STATUS: Awaiting the governor’s 
signature. (SCHR Position – Monitored). 



 
HB 281 (Sponsor: Rep. Teri Anulewicz) – Increases the penalties for pimping and 
pandering from misdemeanor of high aggravated nature to a felony with a punishment of 
1-10 years in prison. The bill does not create mandatory prison sentences.  STATUS: 
Awaiting the governor’s signature. (SCHR Position – Monitored). 
 
HB 282 (Sponsor: Scott Holcomb) – Extends the amount of time that sexual crimes 
evidence that relates to the identity of a perpetrator of an alleged sexual assault are 
stored from 10 to 50 years. STATUS: Awaiting the governor’s signature. (SCHR Position 
– Monitored).  
 

Sovereign Immunity  
 

HB 311 (Sponsor: Rep. Andy Welch) – Waives sovereign immunity to allow certain suits 
against the state for infringements of constitutional and statutory rights. STATUS: 
Awaiting the governor’s signature. (SCHR Position – Monitored). 
 

 

2019 ADVOCACY EVENTS 
 

Criminal Justice Reform Boot Camp  
 

In partnership with the Social Justice Ministry at Ebenezer Baptist Church, we hosted a 
Criminal Justice Policy Reform Boot Camp for Georgia lawmakers on February 7th. More than 
twenty representatives and senators took a deep dive with us into past criminal justice 
reforms, current problems, and opportunities for reform in this and subsequent legislative 
sessions. Topics for discussion included decriminalization of minor offenses, community-
based behavioral treatment and diversion programs, the assessment and collection of fines 
and fees, conditions of confinement, excessive prison and probation sentences and race and 
wealth disparities in the system. We received promising feedback from legislators who 
promised to continue positive criminal justice reform in Georgia. 

 
Justice Day 2019  

 
Over 450 people attended the 8th Annual Justice Day on February 26th. The event was co-
sponsored by dozens of organizations that participate in the Georgia Justice Reform 
Partnership (JRP), the SCHR-led coalition of criminal justice reform advocates. Attendees 
were able to hear from local and national leaders, learn about the opportunities for 
reform in 2019 and participate in an array of advocacy activities. For the first time, in 
addition to calling lawmakers out to the ropes for in-person conversations, Justice Day 
participants also wrote letters to the children of incarcerated parents, participated in 
phone banking, and shared personal stories in a videotaped storytelling room.   
 
 
 
 



Talk Justice Tuesdays 
 
In addition to Justice Day, JRP hosted eight other advocacy events at the capitol during 
the session to provide weekly opportunities for people to advocate for specific reforms. 
The Talk Justice Tuesdays (TJT) series brought hundreds of people together to discuss 
issues important to communities impacted by incarceration and identify strategies for 
moving forward.  
 
The 2019 Talk Justice Tuesdays Series included:  

 
The Road to Criminal Justice Reform in 2019 (Jan. 22) – We hosted the first TJT 
where more than thirty people discussed expectations for reform in 2019, 
received information about legislative committee assignments and identified 
advocacy strategies.  
 
Second Chance Day 2019 (Feb. 5) – Georgia Justice Project hosted this TJT 
focused on criminal records and expungement. Over 130 people attended and 
learned about efforts to pass legislation to allow the restriction of old convictions 
to improve opportunities for employment and housing.  
 
Dignity for Incarcerated Women (Feb. 12) – RestoreHER hosted an advocacy day 
focused on the unique experiences of women who are in Georgia’s prisons and 
jails. Over 35 people attended to hear personal stories from women who have 
experienced incarceration, and to learn about legislative efforts. Specifically, 
attendees discussed strategies for supporting HB 345.  
 
In Your Backyard: Housing and Criminal Justice (Feb. 19) – National 
Incarceration Association hosted this TJT to present an informative advocacy 
event about the challenges faced by people with a criminal history to access safe 
and affordable housing. More than 60 people participated in discussions about 
the current climate, the limited resources available for service providers and the 
possibility of legislative reforms.  
 
Working Together Works: Impact of Incarceration on Families (Mar. 5) – 
National Incarceration Association and ForeverFamily brought nearly 50 people 
together to discuss the impact incarceration has on the children and families of 
people who are incarcerated. Attendees heard mothers, children and siblings of 
incarcerated Georgians talk about the legal barriers that exists and how 
organizations are making a difference. Data about how many people in Georgia 
are impacted and relevant 2019 budgetary items were presented to the group, 
which provided a moment to discuss specific opportunities for positive and 
meaningful policy reform.  
 
Marijuana and Racial Disparities in Criminal Justice (Mar. 12) – The ACLU of 
Georgia hosted this TJT focused on marijuana reform in Georgia. Nearly 50 
people came to hear from lawmakers leading in the reform space, learn about 
relevant legislative efforts and get training on how to engage in reform.  



 
Healthcare NOT Handcuffs (Mar. 19) – No Health = No Justice Campaign and 
the Atlanta/Fulton County Pre-Arrest Diversion Initiative co-hosted the TJT 
focused on local and statewide responses to behavioral health issues that support 
safe treatment instead of incarceration. More than 50 people learned about the 
history of behavioral health reforms in Georgia and heard the powerful stories 
of individuals from the RESPECT Institute who shared incredible journeys to 
recovery despite harsh criminal justice polices. There was also a panel of five 
lawmakers, Rep. Erick Allen, Rep. David Dreyer, Rep. Gregg Kennard, Rep. 
Shelley Hutchinson and Rep. Mary Margaret Oliver who actively listened and 
answered questions about the ways to be involved in policy reforms.   

 

LOOKING AHEAD TO 2020  
 
Through the JRP, we have been working for years to build political power at the grassroots and 
grass-tops levels to demand that proactive, comprehensive criminal justice reforms continue. 
This was the first of a two-year legislative session, which means that all the bills that were 
introduced this year can still become law if passed in 2020. In addition to monitoring the below 
bills that will be pending next session, we also hope to further legislative proposals that will 
improve jail and prisons, eliminate mandatory prison sentences and end the criminalization of 
poverty. 
 
Here is a list of the bills we will be watching next year: 
 
            SCHR Will Support –  

 
Reclassifying and Decriminalizing Minor Offenses 
 
• HR 47 (Sponsor: Sandra Scott) - Proposes the creation of a House Study 

Committee on the Decriminalization of Traffic Violations to determine which 
offenses warrant classification as a misdemeanor offense and which should be 
downgraded to a civil infraction. 
 

• HB 342 (Sponsor: Rep. Matt Dollar) - Allows an officer to issue a citation for a 
code violation relating to a traffic violation pertaining to registration, license 
plates, decals or storage of unlicensed vehicle to the owner of the vehicle as 
opposed to the operator if the owner is present at the time. 
 

• HB 724 (Sponsor: Rep. Matthew Wilson) – Allows counties to adopt ordinances to 
expand the use of fines as penalties for ordinances governing the possession of 
one ounce or less of marijuana.   
 

• SB 10 (Sponsor: Sen. Harold Jones) – Requires that possession of less than two 
ounces of marijuana constitute a misdemeanor offense punishable by less than 
one year in person and that possession of more than two ounces constitute felony 
possession with intent punishable by 1-10 years in prison.  



 
Restricting the Death Penalty  
 
• HB 267 (Sponsor: Rep. Billy Mitchell) - Prohibits the death penalty from being 

imposed in cases where the only evidence of defendant's guilt is the testimony of 
one eyewitness. 
 

• HB 702 (Sponsor: Rep. Brett Harrell) – Prohibits capital punishment in the state 
and commutes capital sentences to life without parole. 

 
Improving Reentry   

 
• HB 268 (Sponsor: Rep. Billy Mitchell) - Allows record restriction for individuals 

convicted of certain misdemeanors and felonies to petition the court to restrict 
access to criminal history; also changes to victim’s notification of defendant's 
motion for new trial or release on bail. 
 

• HB 309 (Sponsor: Gregg Kennard) – Requires automatic record restriction for 
certain misdemeanors and felonies upon sentence completion.  

 
• HB 364 (Sponsor: Rep. William Boddie) – Allows a second opportunity for people 

to avoid conviction under the Conditional Discharge Act and the First Offender 
Act if the person benefited from these laws while under the age of 25.  

 
• HB 415 (Sponsor: Rep. Gregg Kennard) - Issues personal identification cards to 

individuals completing a sentence of incarceration.  
 

• HB 528 (Sponsor: Rep. Mandi Ballinger) – Restricts records for individuals 
convicted of certain felonies and misdemeanors with exceptions.   
 

• SB 11 (Sponsor: Sen. Harold Jones) – Provides that people convicted of felony 
drug possession offenses shall not constitute felonies involving moral turpitude 
and shall not have their voting rights restricted.  
 

• SR 153 (Sponsor: Sen. Harold Jones) – Creates a Senate Study Committee on 
Revising Voting rights for nonviolent felony offenders. 

 
Improving Behavioral Health Treatment  
 
• HB 178 (Sponsor: Don Hogan) - Creates a unit within the Dept. of Behavioral 

Health which would study the current practices and act as an advisory council to 
research several issues regarding mental health including providing service and 
treatment plans. 
 

Regulating Private Prisons  
 



• HB 308 (Sponsor: Rep. Jason Ridley) – Prohibits any agency from entering into a 
contract with any private entity which would allow the entity to exclusively hold 
public records which are subject to disclosure.  
 

• HB 403 (Sponsor: Rep. Scott Holcomb) – Prohibits any private entity from 
operating a detention facility in the state.  

 
Improving the Juvenile Justice System  

 
• HB 318/HB 441 (Sponsor: Rep. Roger Bruce) – Creates a "safe care" program 

within the Juvenile Code that young people can voluntarily enter into for access to 
drug treatment professionals, social programs, and local and state government 
agencies. 
 

• HB 438 (Sponsor: Rep. Mandi Ballinger) - Eliminates the use of restraints on 
children while in court with exceptions. 
 

• HB 440 (Sponsor: Rep. Mandi Ballinger) – Raises the age under which a young 
person has the Juvenile Code as opposed to the adult code applied to their charge 
from 17 to 18. 

 
Expanding Access to Veterans’ Court 

 
• HB 82 (Sponsor: Rep. Mandi Ballinger) - Allows judges to send people to 

veterans’ court without the consent of the prosecutor. 
 
Compensation for People Wrongfully Convicted 
 
• HB 172 (Sponsor: Rep. Carolyn Hugley) – Creates a claim advisory board to 

consider and make recommendations to the General Assembly concerning 
payment of compensation to those wrongfully convicted and imprisoned. 

 
 

SCHR Will Oppose –  
 

Attacks on Cash Bail Reform  
 

• HB 340 (Sponsor: Rep. Micah Gravley) – Mandates cash bail for immediate 
release from incarceration; would preempt existing bail reform in City of Atlanta 
and prevent any other jurisdiction from ending cash bail for any offense. 
 

• SB 164 (Sponsor: Sen. Bill Cowsert) - Mandates cash bail for immediate release 
from incarceration; would preempt existing bail reform in City of Atlanta and 
prevent any other jurisdiction from ending cash bail for any offense. 
 

Excessive Punishment & Longer Sentences  
 



• HB 720 (Sponsor: Rep. Steven Sainz) – increases the use of probation for people 
convicted of sexual offenses; allows probation for life for felony offenses and 
outlines a risk assessment tier system. 
 

• SB 64 (Sponsor: Sen. William Ligon) – Adds "terroristic threats" to the list of 
felonies in the Juvenile code when the threat is directed toward individuals at or 
against a public or private elementary school, secondary school, technical school, 
college, etc.   

 
      Anti-Immigrant Proposals  
 

• HB 202 (Sponsor: Rep. Jesse Petrea) – Requires the commissioner of corrections 
to report certain information regarding the immigration status, offenses and 
home countries of persons who are confined under the authority of the 
Department of Corrections every 9 days. 

 
       SCHR Will Monitor – 

 
• HB 17 (Sponsor: Rep. Sandra Scott) – Creates the misdemeanor crime of smoking 

in a vehicle while a child under the age of 13 is present; punishable by a $100 
fine.  
 

• HB 19 (Sponsor: Sandra Scott) – Seeks to protect individuals from discrimination 
in housing, public accommodations, and employment based on sexual orientation, 
gender identity and age.  
 

• HB 20 (Sponsor: Rep. Debra Bazemore) – Prohibits persons convicted of family 
violence offenses from possessing or carrying firearms punishable by 5 – 10 years 
in prison.  

 
• HB 38 (Sponsor: Rep. Rhonda Burnough) – Defines the term “conviction” in the 

theft statutes.  
 

• HB 73 (Sponsor: Rep. Marc Morris) - Allows state elected officials to engage in 
the bail bonds industry.  

 
• HB 82 (Sponsor: Rep. Mandi Ballinger) - Allows judges to send individuals to 

people to veterans’ court without the consent of the prosecutor.  
 

• HB 88 (Sponsor: Rep. Mable Thomas) - "CJ's law" Creates penalties for hit and 
run that create serious injuries.   

 
• HB 129 (Sponsor: Rep. Ron Stephens) - Creates an exception to the prohibition on 

selling or furnishing knuckles to person under 18.   
 

• HB 179 (Sponsor: Rep. Colton Moore) – Changes the criteria for school climate 
rating to no longer include discipline data on behavior indicators. 



 
• HB 258 (Sponsor: Rep. William Boddie) – Adds offenses of aggravated sexual 

battery to the list of offenses for which the statute of limitations is tolled is the 
victim is under 16.  

 
• HB 259 (Sponsor: Rep. Mandi Ballinger) – Requires Georgia Crime Information 

Center to provide criminal history record information to the Sexual Offender 
Registration Board upon request.  

 
• HB 260 (Sponsor: Rep. Mandi Ballinger) – Adds a section to home invasion in the 

first degree to include "intent to commit family violence battery" to the unlawful 
entering of a dwelling house while it is occupied.  

 
• HB 262 (Sponsor: Rep. Sheila Nelson) – Adds the instance of "death while 

receiving compensated care" to times when medical examiner is authorized to 
conduct investigation into suspicious death.  
 

• HB 270 (Sponsor: Rep. Jeff Jones) – Prohibits drivers licenses or photo ID that 
would otherwise be proper identification for voting if the ID was issued to a non-
citizen. Requires participation in the E-Verify program of United States Dept. of 
Homeland Security. 

 
• HB 280 (Sponsor: Rep. Teri Anulewicz) – Prohibits mechanical restraints, 

including handcuffs and shackles, on an inmate during labor or during delivery 
with exceptions. 

 
• HB 331 (Sponsor: Rep. Mandi Ballinger) – Adds dating relationship and persons 

through whom a past of present pregnancy developed to definition of ‘family 
violence battery’.    

 
• HB 489 (Sponsor: Rep. Darlene Taylor) – Creates the crime of traveling to meet a 

minor for indecent purposes.  
 

• HB 605 (Sponsor: Rep. Patty Bentley) – Requires applicants to nursing homes to 
disclose whether they are listed on the state sexual offender registry. 
 

• HB 636 (Sponsor: Rep. Renitta Shannon) – Requires all law enforcement officers 
to report in writing every use of force against any person.   

 
• HB 670 (Sponsor: Rep. Bee Nguyen) – Broadens access to driving cards to 

noncitizens and individuals who lack traditional forms of ID such as birth 
certificates. 

 
• SB 35 (Sponsor: Sen. Lester Jackson) – Prohibits people required to register on 

the Sex Offender Registry from living within 2000 feet of the victim or the 
victim’s immediate family. 

 



• SB 150 (Sponsor: Sen. Jennifer Jordan) – Prohibits persons convicted of 
misdemeanor crimes of family violence from receiving, possessing, or 
transporting a firearm and to prohibit persons subject to family violence 
protective orders from receiving, possessing, or transporting a firearm.  
 

• SB 166 (Sponsor: Sen. Lester Jackson) - "Georgia Enhanced Penalties for Hate 
Crimes Act" outlines sentencing of defendants who commit certain crimes which 
target a victim because of the victim's race, color, religion, gender, disability, 
sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, national origin, or ethnicity. 
 

• SB 187 (Sponsor: Sen. Elena Parent) – Provides for a judicial procedure for 
purging a person's involuntary hospitalization information. 

 
• SB 222 (Sponsor: Sen. Jesse Stone) – Allows law enforcement agencies to issue 

citations without having to collect fingerprints and requires the GBI to develop a 
uniform misdemeanor citation form. The bill was introduced to create governor’s 
Council on Criminal Justice Reform, but the language was removed by the House 
Judiciary Non-Civil Committee.  

 
• SB 229 (Sponsor: Sen. Randy Robertson) – Creates a ‘parental accountability 

court’ under the jurisdiction of the Council of Accountability Court Judges of 
Georgia. 

 
• SB 269 (Sponsor: Sen. Chuck Payne) – Provides a penalty for persons who are 

classified as ‘sexually dangerous predators’ who fail to report and update 
registration information. 

 
 

Thank you for your support this session and please continue to be on the lookout for information 
about our policy efforts and how you can be involved.  
 
Best Regards, 
 
 
 

 

Marissa McCall Dodson, Esq. 
Public Policy Director 
Southern Center for Human Rights 
p: (404) 688-1202 
f: (404) 688-9440 
a: 83 Poplar Street NW, Atlanta GA, 30303 
w: www.schr.org  e: mdodson@schr.org 
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GEORGIA MANDATORY CLE FACT SHEET

Every “active” attorney in Georgia must attend 12 “approved” CLE hours of instruction annually, 
with one of the CLE hours being in the area of legal ethics and one of the CLE hours being in the 
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1990 or in any subsequent calendar year, must complete for such year a minimum of three hours 
of continuing legal education activity in the area of trial practice. These trial practice hours are 
included in, and not in addition to, the 12 hour requirement. ICLE is an “accredited” provider of 
“approved” CLE instruction.

Excess creditable CLE hours (i.e., over 12) earned in one CY may be carried over into the next 
succeeding CY. Excess ethics and professionalism credits may be carried over for two years. Excess 
trial practice hours may be carried over for one year.

A portion of your ICLE name tag is your ATTENDANCE CONFIRMATION which indicates the 
program name, date, amount paid, CLE hours (including ethics,  professionalism and trial 
practice, if any) and should be retained for your personal CLE and tax records. DO NOT SEND 
THIS CARD TO THE COMMISSION!

ICLE will electronically transmit computerized CLE attendance records directly into the Offi  cial 
State Bar Membership computer records for recording on the attendee’s Bar record. Attendees 
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