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In the Case of the Central City Drug Bust, two of the three parties 
to the crime are adults (Harry and Daisy). One of them is not. The 
high school student, Jim, is 16 years old. Because he is under 17, his 

case is treated differently by the state of Georgia. It will be handled by 
the juvenile court in the county in which the incident occurred.

The idea of treating juveniles differently from adults in a situation 
in which a criminal act occurs began to take form in the early 1800s. 
Before then everyone—regardless of age—was treated and jailed in the 
same way and in the same institutions. The first juvenile court in the 
United States was established in Chicago in 1899. In 1906, the Geor-
gia legislature established legal grounds for a children’s court. The first 
juvenile court in Georgia was established in Fulton County in 1911. 
Today, every county in Georgia has a juvenile court. 

Generally, juvenile court judges are appointed by the chief judge 
of the Superior Court of the circuit in which the courts are located. In 
small counties, a superior court judge will sometimes preside over the 
juvenile court. In this case, the judge functions in the dual capacity of 
superior court judge and juvenile court judge. In larger counties, as-
sociate judges are appointed by the chief judge of the juvenile court to 
assist in handling the large case loads. 

Georgia juvenile courts are controlled by a 1971 law known as the 
juvenile code. The philosophy of the juvenile courts is to be protective 
of the child rather than punitive (aimed at punishment). The juvenile 
court is to do what is in the best interest of the child while considering 
the best interests of society.

Not everyone agrees with this way of treating children. Some people 
believe that the juvenile court is too soft on delinquents. They think 
more delinquents should be tried in adult courts. Others argue that 
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children are not adults: they often go through a 
period of rebellion in which they do things they 
would not do if they were older. They say the 
juvenile court has worked satisfactorily. What 
do you think?

JUVENILE COURT

The juvenile court has jurisdiction over chil-
dren under 17 years of age who are said to have 
committed a delinquent act or status offense. A 
delinquent act is one that would be a crime if it 
were committed by an adult. In contrast, a sta-
tus offense is an act that would not be a crime if 
it were committed by an adult. Examples of sta-
tus offenses are ungovernable behavior, being a 
runaway, and being truant (the behaviors listed 
in figure 9-2 are status offenses). The juvenile 
court also has jurisdiction over juveniles who 
commit traffic offenses. In addition, the court has 
jurisdiction over children aged 17 and younger 
who are considered to be abused, neglected, or 
deprived. 

For youths who have been “sentenced” as 
juveniles, the court may retain supervision until 
they are 21. (Note that rather than actually being 
sentenced to punishment as adults are, juveniles 
are said to receive treatment with the goal of 
rehabilitation.) However, if a youth previously 
sentenced in juvenile court commits another of-
fense after he or she is 17, the subsequent offense 
would be handled by an adult court.

The 1994 amendment to the Georgia Juvenile 
Court Code provides for the treatment of juvenile 
offenders charged with certain violent offenses as 
adults. It gives the superior court sole jurisdiction 
over any child alleged to have committed cer-
tain offenses, including murder, voluntary man-
slaughter, rape, aggravated sodomy, aggravated 
child molestation, aggravated sexual battery, and 
armed robbery committed with a firearm.

Before a juvenile is indicted as an adult, the 
district attorney may, after investigation and for 
“extraordinary cause,” withdraw the case and 
submit it to the juvenile court. Also, following 
indictment, the superior court may, after inves-

tigation and for extraordinary case, transfer a 
case to the juvenile court. However, there are 
some capital cases that the superior court may not 
transfer, including cases involving murder, rape, 
and armed robbery committed with a firearm.

Children under 13 years of age are not be-
lieved to be capable of criminal intent. There-
fore, even if they commit a capital offense, the 
case must be handled by the juvenile court.

TAKEN INTO CUSTODY
Consider the following scenario: Kevin, who 
is under the age of 17, commits a crime and is 
caught by the police. Because he is a juvenile, his 
capture is not referred to as an arrest. Instead, 
Kevin is said to be “taken into custody.”

A youth may be taken into custody if there 
are reasonable grounds to believe that he or she 
has committed a delinquent act or a status of-
fense. A youth may also be taken into custody 
if he or she has been abused and/or neglected. 
Neither of these events is considered an arrest, 
so the youth can legally claim never to have been 

After a youth is taken into custody,  
a juvenile officer explains how the 
juvenile justice process works.
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arrested. This claim is true as long as the youth’s 
only contact with the criminal justice system is 
through the juvenile court.

To understand what is likely to happen when 
a youth is taken into custody for committing a 
delinquent act, let’s see what happens to Jim in 
the Case of the Central City Drug Bust.

CASE OF THE CENTRAL CITY  
DRUG BUST, cont inued

Jim was taken into custody by the police 
when Harry and Daisy were arrested. At 
the police station, Jim was taken upstairs to 
Detective Wade’s office. Detective Wade is 
the juvenile officer for the Central City po-
lice department.

Officer Wade was not too surprised to see 
Jim. Jim had been in trouble several times 
during the past year. He had been stopped for 
racing on the highway, and his driving privi-
leges had been taken away for six months. He 
had been taken into custody for shoplifting 
on two occasions. Each time, the store owner 
declined to sign a complaint against Jim. (A 
complaint is the document that must be filed 
to begin juvenile court proceedings.)

Detective Wade notified the juvenile au-
thorities that Jim was in custody. The au-
thorities sent someone to take Jim to the 
juvenile detention facility.

Detective Wade also called Jim’s mother. 
She came to the police station as soon as she 
could. She was very upset. She explained that 
she was divorced and that she had to support 
herself and Jim by working long hours. It 
was becoming more and more difficult, she 
said, to get along with Jim.

Detective Wade told Jim’s mother that 
Jim was being detained for possession of 
drugs, including a large amount of cocaine. 
If Jim were an adult, Detective Wade said, 
Jim would be tried for a felony. Because he 
was a juvenile, his case would be heard in 
the juvenile court, but the charges were still 
very serious. Detective Wade then read Jim 
his Miranda rights. 

JUVENILE RIGHTS AND PROTECTIONS

Juveniles, like adults, have the right to remain 
silent when questioned about an alleged crime. 
They have the right to an attorney when they 
have been charged with a delinquent act or a 
status offense.

Although not required by Georgia law, it is 
desirable for parents, a legal guardian, or an at-
torney to be present when a youth is questioned 
by the police or anyone else. Further, the Geor-
gia Supreme Court has indicated that parents 
should be present when a child waives his or her 
Fifth Amendment privileges.

However, the rules for determining whether 
a confession can be used against a defendant in 
court are stricter for juveniles than for adults in 
Georgia. A court considers whether the juvenile 
waived his or her rights knowingly and volun-
tarily. It takes into account factors such as the 
juvenile’s age, education, and his or her under-
standing of the meaning of his or her rights. In-
terrogation methods and whether the juvenile 
was allowed to consult with an adult would also 
be considered.

The Gault Case
A minor’s right to be represented by an attor-
ney dates back only to the 1960s. Until then, 
juvenile courts often failed to give minors the 
constitutional rights guaranteed to adults. This 
denial resulted, ironically, from efforts to pro-
tect and aid juvenile offenders. The Gault case 
initiated changes in juvenile system concepts and 
procedures.1

In this case, Gerald Gault, age 15, was taken 
into custody for making an obscene phone call 
to his neighbor. His parents were not notified 
that he was taken into custody, nor were they 
told the nature of the complaint against Gerald. 
There were no lawyers present at the hearing. 
The principal witness against Gault was not the 
neighbor who had made the complaint but a po-
lice officer testifying as to what she had told him. 
The judge found Gault guilty and ordered him 
to attend reform school until age 21.
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The Gault case was appealed, and the deci-
sion was overturned. The U.S. Supreme Court 
held that juveniles in danger of losing their lib-
erty have several rights. They are entitled to be 
notified of the charges against them. They can 
confront and cross-examine witnesses. They can 
remain silent. They can be represented by an attor-
ney. However, an attorney is not usually brought 
into a juvenile case until a formal petition is filed. 
Juveniles also have the right to obtain a record of 
their hearing and the right to an appeal.

O n l y  t h e  F a c t s
1. What is a status offense? What is a 

delinquent act?
2. The juvenile court in Georgia has 

jurisdiction over any child under the 
age of 17 who is alleged to have 
committed (a) ____________ ,  
(b) ___________________ , or  
(c) ______________________ . It also 
has jurisdiction over any child aged

 (d) ________________  or younger 
alleged to be deprived or abused.

3. What is the philosophy of the juvenile 
courts?

4. Name at least two important rights 
established in the Gault case.

5. Under Georgia law, what are the 
offenses that will result in juveniles 
being treated as adults?

T h i n k  A b o u t
1. Should the age of adult responsibil-

ity for crimes be 17? Give reasons to 
support your opinion.

2. Compare the rights of juveniles to 
those of adults (chapter 15). Why 
do you think certain adult rights are 
denied to juveniles?

3. How might status offenses discrimi-
nate against young people? Why are 
they needed?

INTAKE

The first step in the juvenile justice process is 
called intake. A youth taken into custody is turned 
over to an intake officer of the juvenile court. The 
intake officer immediately begins to investigate 
the case. Two important decisions must be made 
by the juvenile court within 72 hours. An intake 
officer must first find out whether there is enough 
evidence (that is, probable cause) to support the 
charges made against the youth. If there clearly 
is not, the intake officer must dismiss the case. 
If there is enough evidence, the intake worker 
must decide whether to detain the youth until a 
detention hearing can be held.

Detention Decisions

Juveniles may be detained for various reasons. 
The main ones are to prevent them from run-
ning away or hurting themselves or others. Or a 
youth may have nowhere else to go. Maybe his or 
her parents or guardians are absent or unwilling 
to have the child return home. Before making 
a decision about the detention, an intake officer 
must gather information by asking, What are 
the charges against the youth? Has he or she 
been in trouble with the law before? What is the 
situation at home and school? If detention is not 
considered necessary, the youth will be released 
to his or her parent(s) or guardian(s) until the 
hearing or adjustment of the case.

If the intake worker decides that the child 
should be detained, the parent(s) or guardian(s) 
must be notified. A detention hearing must be 
held within 72 hours of this detention decision. 
(For a delinquency charge, the detention hearing 
may be delayed if the 72-hour period ends on a 
weekend or holiday.) At this hearing, the judge 
decides two matters. First the judge considers 
whether it is in the best interest of the child and 
society for the case to proceed to a formal hear-
ing. If so, a petition is filed. Then the judge must 
decide whether the child should be detained until 
the formal hearing. In Georgia, juveniles have 
the right to make bail if they are detained.
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The facility in which the youth is detained 
depends on the offense. Those charged with de-
linquent acts (which are the same as adult crimes) 
are sent to one of the state’s Regional Youth De-
tention Centers. Formerly, they might have been 
jailed in an adult facility for a delinquent offense. 
This form of detention was not seen as desir-
able and is no longer imposed except in certain 
situations. 

As a result of the 1994 amendment to the 
juvenile code, certain juveniles may be placed in 
adult facilities. These juveniles are charged with 
offenses over which the superior court has sole 
jurisdiction. Also, public safety and protection 
must reasonably require their detentions in a jail. 
Furthermore, detention of a juvenile in an adult 
facility requires an order from superior court. 
The youths must be placed in a room separate 
from adults in order to prevent any physical con-
tact between a child and an adult offender. 

On the other hand, status offenders may not 
be kept in detention facilities for more than 72 
hours (plus 48 additional hours if the juvenile 
court approves). Offenders must then be moved 

to a shelter-care facility. These facilities do not 
have locks on the doors. They are places for non-
delinquents to stay until arrangements can be 
made to return them to their homes. If the nat-
ural home is not a possibility, the child may be 
assigned to a group or foster home.

CASE OF THE CENTRAL CITY  
DRUG BUST, cont inued

In Jim’s case, the intake officer is Ms. Sim-
patica. She finds enough evidence to show 
that the charges against Jim should not be 
dismissed.

Ms. Simpatica decides to release Jim in-
to the custody of his mother. Jim’s mother 
promises to bring him back to the juvenile 
court at the proper time. She says she will try 
to keep him out of trouble until that time. 
Before they leave, the intake officer cautions 
Jim. “If you are picked up by the police be-
fore your next appointment,” she says, “your 
release privilege will be taken back. I will 
then ask the judge to have you detained in a 
secure facility until your case is decided.”

Youths in crisis may be as-
signed to shelter-care facili-
ties. In this and all juvenile 
proceedings, emphasis is 
placed on helping—rather 
than punishing—the child.
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Procedure Decisions

Like Jim, most children are not detained. After 
their release, a court worker continues the in-
vestigation. The juvenile court needs to know 
enough about the juvenile’s background and 
current status (that is, whether the juvenile has 
a previous court record or record of being in 
trouble) to determine what is best for the child 
and society as a whole. There are several possible 
courses of action.

Release. If the intake officer finds that the evi-
dence against the youth is not sufficient, the youth 
will be released from the court’s jurisdiction.

Informal adjustment. The intake officer may 
decide to proceed with an informal adjustment. 
Informal adjustment is unique to the juvenile 
justice system. When the court proceeds with an 
informal adjustment, it does not hold a formal 
hearing but retains jurisdiction over the youth 
for three months. (The judge can extend this 
period for another three months.)

For there to be an informal adjustment, the 
youth must have admitted wrongdoing. Also, the 
youth and his parents must agree to the process. 
Generally, informal adjustments are used with 
first offenders of minor delinquent acts.

The purpose of informal adjustment is to 
improve the youth’s behavior. To help ensure 
improved behavior, delinquent or unruly youths 
may be required to attend school on a regular 
basis. Counseling or special programs may be 
required. Furthermore, a juvenile may have to 
make restitution (that is, pay for any damages 
caused by their behavior), or he or she may be 
expected to do community service.

Formal hearing. Before a petition for a formal 
hearing can be filed, the court must find that it 
is in the best interest of the child and society. If 
the decision is made to proceed with a formal 
hearing, a petition charging delinquency (or un-
ruliness or deprivation, as appropriate) must be 
signed by the complaining witness. The witness 
could be a police officer, a school official, or an 
injured citizen.

Once the judge signs the petition, a date is 
set for the formal hearing. The parents and child 

are notified by a summons. The summons re-
quires those named in it to appear in juvenile 
court at a certain time and date. A copy of the 
petition, detailing the charges against the child, 
accompanies the summons to the parents.

CASE OF THE CENTRAL CITY  
DRUG BUST, cont inued

Ms. Simpatica has reviewed the entire record 
and the investigation report. She has decid-
ed that there is enough evidence to proceed 
with a formal petition of delinquency. This 
document will be signed by the police officer 
who took Jim into custody at the warehouse. 
Jim and his mother will be notified of further 
proceedings.

O n l y  t h e  F a c t s
1. What is the role of an intake  

officer?
2. For what reasons might a youth be 

detained before a formal hearing?
3. Under what conditions can a juvenile 

be detained in an adult facility? What 
kind of housing arrangement must the 
jail provide?

4. What is an informal adjustment? 
What is required for there to be an 
informal adjustment? 

5. What is necessary before a formal 
hearing may be held?

T h i n k  A b o u t
1. Why is there no procedure like infor-

mal adjustment in the adult criminal 
justice process?

FORMAL HEARING

The primary goal in the formal hearing for ju-
veniles is to do whatever is in the best interest 
of the child, whereas in a trial, it is to determine 



264 CRIMINAL LAW

whether the defendant (an adult or juvenile who 
is being treated as an adult) is guilty or not guilty. 
(See figure 18-1 to compare the differences be-
tween formal hearings for juveniles and trials 
for adults.) 

In some juvenile courts, the arraignment is 
held at the same time as the detention hearing 
(previously discussed). This procedure is similar 
to that for adults but is less structured. At the ar-
raignment, youths hear the charges against them 
and admit or deny them. If the arraignment is 
not held, youths are informed of the charges and 
plead guilty or not guilty at the formal hearing.

A formal hearing has two parts. The first part 
is the adjudicatory hearing, which is basically the 
same as an adult trial. Its purpose is to determine 
whether the child committed a delinquent or un-
ruly act. The adjudicatory hearing must be held 
within 10 days of the detention hearing if the 
juvenile remains in custody. It must take place 
within 60 days of arraignment if the youth is not 
held in detention. After listening to all of the evi-

dence, the judge decides whether the child com-
mitted the offense charged. If the judge finds the 
youth did not commit the offense charged, the 
youth will be released. If the judge finds that the 
juvenile did commit the offense charged, then a 
dispositional hearing will be held.

The second part of the formal hearing is the 
dispositional hearing. It may immediately fol-
low the adjudicatory hearing, but it often takes 
place at a later date. If the disposition is to take 
place later, the judge may order a predisposition 
investigation if a party requests one. In the dis-
positional hearing, the judge decides what the 
treatment is to be. It is similar to a sentencing 
hearing after an adult trial.

At the dispositional hearing, the prosecution 
and the defense can call witnesses and present 
evidence in an effort to influence the judge re-
garding the type of treatment he or she orders. 
Remember, the goal of the judge is to order 
whatever he or she thinks is in the best interests 
of the juvenile. 

  FIGURE 18-1

   How a Formal Hearing for a Juvenile Differs from an Adult Trial

 Formal Hearing Adult Trial

  Purpose To do what is best for the child and to 
decide if the child is guilty of committing a 
delinquent act.

  Prosecutor Presents case, determines facts, and con-
siders best interest of the child.

  Defense Defends the child against charges and sees 
that the child gets a fair hearing and that 
best interest of the child is served.

  Evidence The rules of evidence are set by the judge 
in each individual case.

  Jury Defendant has no right to a jury.  
(See discussion in “Formal Hearing.”)

  Press and public Spectators or press are allowed only with 
permission of judge. Restrictions are to 
protect the child.

To determine whether the defendant is inno-
cent or guilty of charges.

Presents evidence to prove the state’s charges 
against the defendant.

Defends the accused against charges; ensures 
that the accused gets a fair trial.

There are strict rules of evidence (see chap-
ters 12 and 17).

The defendant has a right to trial by jury.

Generally, the press (written media) and spec-
tators are allowed.
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Juveniles do not have the right to a trial by 
jury. In the early 1970s, the Supreme Court 
determined that using a jury in juvenile cases 
would bring the delay, formality, adversarial na-
ture, and “clamor” of adult jury trials—factors 
that would not necessarily be in the best inter-
est of the child.2 Some Supreme Court justices 
disagreed with this opinion. They argued that 
the consequences of juvenile hearings are the 
same as adult trials and there should be similar 
procedures. What do you think?

Disposition of the Case
After hearing the evidence, the judge has several 
treatment choices:

1. Release the child to the custody of the par-
ent or legal guardian with no court super-
vision.

2. Place the child on probation with certain 
conditions.

3. Commit the child to the Department of 
Juvenile Justice.

4. Detain the juvenile at a youth detention 
center for up to 90 days.

5. Send the juvenile to an outdoor program 
or boot camp.

Usually, a commitment to the Department 
of Juvenile Justice is for two years. However, if 
the offense the child committed comes under the 
Designated Felony Act (outlined in figure 18-2), 
there will be a special hearing to decide whether 
restrictive custody is needed. If the judge finds 
that restrictive custody is necessary, the child 
will be committed to the Department of Juvenile 
Justice for five years.

A juvenile 13 years of age or older who is 
convicted of an offense over which the superior 
court has exclusive jurisdiction is committed to 
the Department of Corrections. Until the juve-
nile reaches the age of 17, he or she is housed 
separately from adults in a youth confinement 
unit designed to provide rehabilitation. (In some 
cases, however, the superior court can transfer the 
case to juvenile court. Figure 18-2 illustrates al-
ternative penalties for certain felony offenses.)

COMMITMENT TO THE DEPARTMENT 
OF JUVENILE JUSTICE

If a juvenile is committed to the Department of 
Juvenile Justice, the department will determine 
where he or she will be placed and for how long. 
Initially, a screening committee of the depart-
ment—including a representative of the juvenile 
court and parent(s)—makes these decisions. (Some 
placement options are listed in figure 18-3.)

Before the early 1800s, there were no sepa-
rate facilities for youth offenders; adults and chil-
dren were imprisoned in the same institutions. In 

Youths at least 13 years old who have
•  attempted murder or kidnapping;
•  committed kidnapping, arson in the first degree, aggra-

vated assault, arson in the second degree, aggravated 
battery, robbery, or armed robbery not involving a 
firearm, or highjacking a motor vehicle;

•  committed any other act that, if done by an adult, 
would be a felony, provided the charged juvenile has 
three times previously been found to have committed 
delinquent acts considered to be felonies if done by  
an adult;

•  been found in possession of a weapon within a school 
safety zone or at a school building or function, or on 
school property or a school bus;

•  been found in possession of or have under his or her 
control a pistol or revolver, if the juvenile has previ-
ously been found to have committed the delinquent 
act; or

•  committed an act within the exclusive jurisdiction of 
the superior court, but the case has been transferred 
to the juvenile court.

If the court finds such child is in need of restric-
tive custody, the child will be
•  committed to the Department of Juvenile Justice for at 

least five years;
•  confined in a Youth Development Campus for 12 to 

60 months. Then the juvenile court must review the 
case to decide further treatment; or

•  placed under intensive supervision for a period of 12 
months (but not past the child’s 21st birthday) follow-
ing the period of confinement.

FIGURE 18-2

Designated Felony Offenses/Penalties
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1825, the House of Refuge was opened in New 
York City as a place to house offenders who were 
minors. Since that time, many similar facilities 
have been opened in the United States. They 
have often been called reform schools.

Georgia did not make a legal distinction be-
tween adults and children in the criminal justice 
system until 1905. In that year, the General As-
sembly established the Georgia State Reforma-
tory for persons 16 years old and younger. Today, 
Georgia has a network of juvenile detention fa-
cilities. Regional youth detention centers house 
youths who are detained for short periods of time 
and provide short-term programs. There are also 
youth development campuses and a youth devel-
opment facility for youths serving longer terms. 
These facilities have schools and rehabilitation 
programs. The state also has day program centers 

and some special residential treatment centers 
for those who abuse drugs and alcohol. Follow-
ing release, the juvenile receives aftercare, a pro-
gram that helps with readjustment to home and 
community life.

CASE OF THE CENTRAL CITY  
DRUG BUST, cont inued

In the Middle County Juvenile Court, Jim’s 
case is called In re Jim, which is how juve-
nile cases are usually titled. The title means 
“about Jim” or “the matter of Jim.” The ju-
venile court judge, Judge Brown, presides.

Jim, his mother, and his attorney are in 
the courtroom. All of the witnesses for both 
sides are sequestered during the trial. That 
is, they are kept away from the proceedings 
until it is their turn to testify so that one does

  FIGURE 18-3

  What Can Happen to Juveniles Who Have Committed a Delinquent Act

   Probation or Court Supervision Committed to Department of Juvenile Justice

General conditions

Not to break any laws
To attend school regularly
To report to probation officer
To obey parent(s) or guardian(s)
Not to use drugs or alcohol

Other possible conditions

A curfew
Limits on places or associations
Community service
Intensive probation
Restitution
Special educational programs
Counseling
Suspension of driver’s license
Essays or reports
Testing
Supervision fee
Special residential treatment program

Options

Conditional release to parents
Intensive supervision
Nonresidential community treatment or day center
Special residential treatment center or program (for 
job training, drug and alcohol abuse, wilderness pro-
gram, etc.)
 Youth development campus (assignment based on sex, 
public risk, and treatment needs)
Out-of-home placement in a group home or shelter
Boot camp (military style)
Detention at a youth detention center
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not hear the testimony of another. As such, 
Ms. Simpatica, and Detective Penny are pres-
ent but are not inside the courtroom.

An adjudicatory hearing is less structured 
than an adult trial. When it begins, Judge 
Brown asks the prosecutor to present the 
petition against Jim. The charges are read 
as follows:

—  possession of less than one ounce of 
marijuana; and

—  possession with intent to sell Schedule 
II drugs (cocaine).

Judge Brown asks if Jim knows his rights in 
this hearing. There has not been an arraign-
ment, so she asks if he admits or denies the 
charges. Jim denies the charges.

As in an adult trial, both the prosecution 
and the defense present witnesses. The at-
torneys cross-examine the witnesses. Judge 
Brown asks several questions. When both 
sides have given testimony, she calls for clos-
ing statements, during which the lawyers 
summarize their cases.

If Jim is found to have committed the 
acts charged, the dispositional hearing will 
follow. It is also less formal than an adult pro-
cedure. One of the witnesses in the disposi-
tional hearing may be a court service worker 
who can provide a social history of the child 
(similar to the information provided in fig-
ure 18-4, “Life Histories of Jim”).

After hearing both sides, the judge will 
decide the appropriate treatment for Jim. 
Do you think she will choose probation or 
commitment to the Department of Juvenile 
Justice? Note that Jim could face many other 
penalties for a conviction for selling or using 
drugs. If put on probation, he would lose his 
driver’s license.

If Jim were an adult, the penalties for his 
offense would be more severe. State laws 
passed in 1990 to curb drug abuse restrict 
the ability of any adult with a drug-use con-
viction to be licensed as a professional by the 
state, to obtain a student loan for college, to 
collect a state pension, or to receive a state 
contract.

Regional youth deten-
tion centers like this one 
in Rome, Georgia, house 
youths who are detained 
for short periods of time 
and provide short-term 
programs.
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O n l y  t h e  F a c t s
1. Explain how a formal hearing for 

juveniles differs from an adult trial.
2. Explain the three basic treatment 

options that can be ordered by a ju-
venile judge for a youth who is found 
to be delinquent.

3. How were youthful offenders treated 
in the early 1800s in Georgia?

4. Name at least three possible condi-
tions of probation.

5. Name at least two treatment options 
of the Department of Juvenile Justice.

T h i n k  A b o u t
1. Should juveniles be entitled to trial 

by jury for acts that might keep them 
incarcerated for over a year? Should 
the jury consist of juveniles or adults? 
Explain your answer.

2. Juvenile court proceedings are gener-
ally private. Explain why you agree or 
disagree with this practice.

3. The goal of treatment for youths is 
to change behavior so that they won’t 
get into trouble again. Which of the 
options discussed do you think will 
work? What other methods might  
be effective?

FIGURE 18-4

Life Histories of Jim

1. “It’s a Hard Knock Life”
Life has not been kind to Jim. His father abandoned 
him and his mom when Jim was only six. They have 
heard nothing from his father since.

When her husband deserted her, Jim’s mother had 
no job skills. She took an evening job as a waitress 
while she trained to be a hairdresser. Now she works 
in a beauty shop.

Jim is not close to his mother. Secretly, he blames 
her for his father’s desertion. He blames her for the 
fact that they are poor. She’s a nervous person, always 
pestering Jim about picking up his things. She gets 
angry if Jim is late coming home. She complains if he 
doesn’t tell her everything he does.

Jim likes school. He’s not a great student—except in 
math, where he shines. He’d like to go to college, but 
he’d have to get a scholarship or a loan. Most of his 
grades aren’t that good.

He likes school, too, because that’s where he sees 
his friends. He doesn’t bring them home much. His 
mother says they’re a wild bunch. She’s right. Jim  
does a lot of things he otherwise might not do to 
impress his friends. For example, when he got that 
speeding ticket, it was his friend Bob’s dare that 
started the whole thing. And the second time he  
got caught shoplifting, he lifted some hairspray for 
Bob’s girlfriend.

2. “Life in the Fast Lane”
Jim grew up in a hurry. As a baby, he was quick to walk 
and talk. As a teenager, he was quick to date, to drink, 
and to experiment with drugs.

Jim’s parents have been divorced since he was six. 
A restless man, his dad picked up new money-making 
schemes as quickly as he dropped old ones, but none 
really panned out.

Jim’s mother is entirely different. She’s always wor-
rying, particularly about what others might “say.” She 
worries about having enough money to pay bills. In Jim’s 
eyes, she is always working—at her job, around  
the house. She never seems to have any fun.

Jim’s dad comes to town occasionally. He sometimes 
brings lavish—if impractical—gifts. (He’s not consistent 
about sending child-support checks, however.) Jim 
adores his father.  Acquaintances say Jim is just like 
his dad. They mean this as a warning. Jim takes it as a 
compliment.

In school, Jim is well known. He sometimes excels 
in creative work, but his grades are low, and he never 
studies. His friends are impressed by Jim’s special skills. 
He knows how to use a fake credit card for charging 
long-distance calls. He knows how to get booze without 
an ID. And, Jim’s good at getting out of trouble. He’s 
only been caught for shoplifting twice, and only once 
has he failed to talk his way out of a speeding ticket.
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4. Think back to what you have learned 
about adults in the criminal justice 
system. Do you think youthful offend-
ers are handled as fairly or as care-
fully as adults?

SUMMING UP

Youths are treated differently in the juvenile jus-
tice system than are adults in the criminal justice 
system. This different treatment is a relatively 
modern idea; the juvenile justice system evolved 
in Georgia during the past century. In this chap-
ter, you have learned about the types of offenses 
committed by juveniles. Some offenses may re-
sult in juveniles being tried as adults in superior 
court; for other offenses, they may be treated 
as juveniles, and their cases may be handled in 

juvenile court. You have learned about the pro-
cedures of juvenile court and how they differ 
from procedures in superior court, the rights 
and protections of juveniles, and the treatment 
options available to youthful offenders. In the 
next chapter, you will learn about the final stage 
in the criminal justice process: sentencing. (Re-
call that juveniles are said to receive “treatment” 
rather than “sentencing.”) As you continue to 
read, think about the goal of the adult crimi-
nal justice system, which is primarily to punish 
rather than rehabilitate. If you had to reshape 
this system, would you borrow any ideas from 
the juvenile justice process? 

Notes
1. In re Gault, 387 U.S. 1 (1967).
2.  In re Burrus and McKeiver v. Pennsylvania, 403 U.S. 528 

(1971).




