
STATE BAR OF GEORGIA 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE RETREAT 

MINUTES 
Saturday, September 8, 2012 

Charleston Place Hotel/Charleston, SC 
 
 
Members Present: 
Robin Frazer Clark, President; Charles L. Ruffin, President-elect; Patrise Perkins-Hooker, Treasurer; 
Robert J. Kauffman; Secretary; Kenneth L. Shigley, Immediate Past President; Jonathan B. Pannell, YLD 
President; Darrell L. Sutton, YLD President-elect; Stephanie J. Kirijan, YLD Immediate Past President; 
Elizabeth Louise Fite; Phyllis J. Holmen; David S. Lipscomb; Patrick T. O’Connor; and Rita A. Sheffey. 
 
Members Absent: 
Brian D. Rogers. 
 
Staff Participating: 
Cliff Brashier, Executive Director; Sharon L. Bryant, Chief Operating Officer; Paula Frederick, General 
Counsel; and Bob McCormack, Deputy General Counsel. 
 
State Bar Finances 
Treasurer Patrise Perkins-Hooker and Cliff Brashier provided a report on the State Bar’s finances 
including the Bar’s restricted reserves and surplus, forecasts that reflect an annual $2 dues increase and no 
new Bar programs or staffing, and program additions made without increasing dues and their impact on 
the Bar’s finances and reserves.  It was the consensus of the Executive Committee that it is within the 
Finance Committee’s purview to consider the Bar’s financial direction, whether or not it wants to 
recommend indexing dues at $23.96 per member and recommend a credit per member of $24, which will 
account for the program additions made without raising dues and will spend down the Bar’s surplus, 
recommend doing away with the indexing policy, or recommend some other adjustments. 
 
President Robin Frazer Clark reported that the Programs Committee will meet in the fall to conduct an in 
depth analysis of the Bar’s programs.  More detailed information will be asked of each Bar program from 
which the Programs Committee can make more informed decisions regarding each program’s mission, 
effectiveness and cost/benefit to Bar members. 
 
Legal Services 
Phyllis Holmen provided a report on Georgia Legal Services Program’s Sustainability.  Congress has 
frozen all government discretionary funding at current levels, including for LSC through March 31, 2013. 
So GLPS is developing its 2013 budget with no additional funds to meet salary increases, health care 
costs increases and inflation.  It currently has 60 attorneys charged with serving nearly 2.5 million 
potentially eligible clients in 154 counties in Georgia.  Since 2008, GLSP has focused on its clients most 
critical needs (domestic violence, evictions and foreclosures, claims for benefits such as unemployment 
and Medicaid, and exploitation of senior citizens).  It is also working on ways to be more efficient and 
effective.  The Executive Committee also received information on GLSP’s staffing, its funding sources 
and the 2011 State Bar Campaign, Georgia demographics (poverty statistics, Georgia counties with either 
no lawyers, 1-5 lawyers and 6-10 lawyers), State Bar options to increase funding, and Bar dues and 
attorney registration fee opt-outs and add-ons of other State Bar associations that are used to fund civil 
legal services.   
 
Rita Sheffey provided a report on other legal service providers, mostly within the metropolitan area, 
including Atlanta Legal Aid, Atlanta Volunteer Lawyers Foundation, and many others.  The Atlanta Bar 
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Association hosts quarterly meetings of the deputy directors of legal services organizations so they can 
share best practices and other information.  All of these organizations are suffering from the economic 
downturn and are competing for dollars.  She also provided a report on Hunton & William’s Southside 
Legal Center, her firm’s pro bono clinic, which serves low-income residents by counseling and 
representing them in the areas of adoption, business law, domestic relations, guardianships, landlord-
tenant relations and real estate. 
 
The Executive Committee discussed what the role of the Bar should be from a strategic standpoint and 
from a policy standpoint in helping these legal services organizations.  The Georgia Bar Foundation is 
undertaking a survey that is expected to quantify the economic impact of the legal aid programs in 
Georgia.  It is hoped that the survey can be used to support continued or increased funding for legal 
services. All agreed that it will take a multifaceted strategy to tackle funding issues and the recruitment of 
volunteers. 
 
Judicial Pay 
President Clark reported judicial pay raises will be part of the Bar’s 2013 legislative agenda. 
 
Civil Justice Reform 
The Executive Committee received information on a Georgia Chambers Civil Justice Forum that took 
place on August 16, 2011. 
 
Georgia Multimodal Passenger Terminal 
President-elect Buck Ruffin and Treasurer Perkins-Hooker provided a report on the proposed Georgia 
Multimodal Passenger Terminal project.  Funding issues continue to prevent this project from moving 
forward so there is nothing for the Bar to do right now concerning the project. 
 
Spring Street Viaduct 
President-elect Ruffin and Paula Frederick provided a report on the Spring Street Viaduct project.  There 
is an outstanding offer of $274,700 from GDOT.  President-elect Ruffin recommended that the Bar do 
nothing at this time regarding the project, let the Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT) go to 
condemnation and complete the project, and then the Bar can assess how substantial, if any, the damages 
are.  He also recommended that until the Bar gets a finalized plan from GDOT, the Bar should consider 
having an appraiser assess the impact of the loss of the use of the alley, hypothetically, if GDOT changes 
its mind and decides to use all of the alley for the project, and let it know what the substantial adverse 
impact would be to the Bar.  Treasurer Perkins-Hooker stated that whatever GDOT is going to condemn 
has to be specified in a legal description and attached to the condemnation property.  President-elect 
Ruffin and Treasurer Perkins-Hooker agreed that the Bar should reject the current offer and go to 
condemnation in the case.  Paula Frederick indicated that she will convey this to outside counsel. 
 
Reduced Dues for Judges, Members over Age 70 and Government Employees 
The Executive Committee discussed the issue of reduced dues for judges, members over the age of 70, 
and government employees, but took no action on the issue. 
 
Amicus Brief 
Pat O’Connor provided a report on Villaneuva v First American Title Insurance Company.  The Georgia 
Court of Appeals recently held that professional malpractice claims can be now be assigned or transferred 
from their client to anyone else for purposes of filing a lawsuit. This ruling now permits the sale of 
professional malpractice claims by clients to any interested buyer. It changes current Georgia law and 
dramatically increases the chances that a professional will get sued for malpractice by someone other than 
their client.  The issue is now before the Supreme Court of Georgia.  The Executive Committee, by 
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unanimous voice vote, agreed to follow the procedures for filing an amicus brief, in an expedited manner 
so as to give all parties a two-week comment period, and unanimously agreed to have a specially called 
Executive Committee to consider and take action on the brief.  
 
Adjournment 
There being no further business, the Executive Committee meeting was adjourned. 
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