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Business Court helps local companies 

G 
corgia's political and business lead
en; continuously make great efforts 
to bring businesses to, and to retain 
businesses in, Georgia. One factor 

often overlooked by compa
nies, however; is the quality 
and ability of the local court 
system to resolve business 
disputes in a timely fashion 
and convenient forum. 

business issues. However, certain criteria 
must be met for a case to be assigned to 
the Business Case Division, as it does n.ol 
handle routine business cases. Cases eli· 

gible for transfer include large 
contractual disputes and issues 
involving securities, corporate. 
limited liability or partnership 
law, and other complex com
mercial litigation with at least 
$1 million in controversy. In 2005, the Fulton County 

Superior Courr, in partner
ship with leaders of the State 
Bar of Georgia, launched U1e 
Business Case Division as a 
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Since its inception, the 
Business Case Division has 
handled approximately 

pilot program designed to take comple.~ 
business litigation out of the regular flow 
o( criminal and civil cases. They deemed 
creation of a specialized docket critical 
for our Stale lo remain competitive with 
other states in bringing business to, and 
keeping them in, Georgia 

Prior to the creation of the "Business 
Court," Georgia's businesses were saddled 
with the unpredictability of congested 
cour t calendrus. Now, the Business Case 
Division lakes complex business litigation 
out ofthe usual stream (more like a raging 
river) of ccin!inal and civil cases heard 
by active Superior Court}udges and 
processes U1en1 in a far more efficient 
and timely manner with judges who have 
received specialized traiding in complex 

200 cases involving more than 
500 businesses. According to several 
business litigants, the uncertainty o( the 
time involved for U1e court to reach a 
final resolution of a business dispute was 
often worse than receiving an unfavorable 
result No one wins when it takes years to 
resolve a dispute and businesses grind 
to a hall waiting for a decision. The cost 
of litigation is expensive, but the cost of 
.uncertainly can be prohibitive. 

Louis Cohan of the Coban Law Group 
summarizes the benefit of the Business 
Case Division as follows: "It is critical for 
my business clients to have prompt 
rulings from the court because they 
need answers to make swift busin.ess 
decisions. U my clients can get a quick 
decision, regardless of lhe outcome, tl1ey 
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can act 1bis ability impacts, jobs, bottom 
lines, and ultimately, even tax dollars." 
Cohan notes that swift rulings on pending 
motions save tens of thousands of dollars 
for a business litigant and generally 
produce a settlement agreement more 
quickly than if the case plodded through 
a general jurisdiction docket 

The Fulton Counly Superior Court and 
lhe State Bar of Georgia are pleased to 
discover that the business community is 
laking note of the benefits of staying in 
Fulton Counly to litigate their disputes. 
Some companies have begun writing 
venue provisions into their contracts to 
ensure U1at any litigation will be resolved 
locally in FUlton County, as opposed to 
courts outside Georgia. Utigating in a 
home forum bas obvious economic 
benefits: (1) it reduces costs for travel 
and outside counsel; (2) from the court's 
perspective, it is an investment by the 
business community in the Fulton County 
Superior Court; and (3) itis an investment 
by the Fulton County Superior Court in 
the business community. The Business 
Case Division is an important part of 
attracting and retaining companies in 
Georgia, and it provides furtl1erfuel to 
the engine for economic growili. 
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