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Meetings 
 
Spring Meeting 
The YLD will hold its Spring Meeting April 4-7 in St. Simons Island, Ga. This meeting is held in 
conjunction with the Leadership Academy’s fourth session.  Events will include:  YLD General 
Session, CLE programming, group dinners, a service project and more.   
 
Signature Fundraiser 
Co-Chairs:  Karen Kurtz, Jessica Odom & Sarah White 
The seventh annual Signature Fundraiser will be held on Saturday, March 2, at the Capital City 
Club in Brookhaven.  This event will feature Yacht Rock Schooner, dancing, live auction, heavy 
hors d’oeuvres and open bar.  Proceeds will benefit Georgia CASA, Inc.  Georgia CASA is a 
nonprofit organization which establishes and supports affiliate programs across the state that 
recruit, screen, train, and supervise CASA volunteers. Currently there are 47 CASA programs in 
Georgia that are affiliates of Georgia CASA and members of the National CASA Association.  
Georgia CASA reaches 140 of 159 counties and serves 47 of the 49 judicial circuits in the State 
of Georgia.  Sponsorship opportunities are available by contacting one of the chairs.  Tickets are 
now available at www.gacasa.org.   
 
Committees, Programs and Projects 
 
Advocates for Students with Disabilities 
Co-Chairs: Emma Hetherington & Laurice Rutledge 
This year, the ASD Committee has been hosting a monthly Speaker Series where attorneys and 
advocates working directly with students and schools have been given the opportunity to discuss 
a variety of issues faced by students with disabilities. This idea was presented to committee 
members at the Committee’s September kick-off meeting and the Speaker Series started up in 
October with a presentation by Torin Togut, a seasoned special education attorney who discussed 
Managing Client Expectations in Special Education Cases.  The November meeting welcomed 
four special education advocates who discussed How To Utilize Education Advocates In Special 
Education Cases.   
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Business Law  
Co-Chairs: Jessica Sabbath & Sarah Statz 
On November 8, the Business Law Committee co-hosted a CLE and happy hour event with the 
Criminal Law and Litigation Committees at Hudson Grille.  Courtroom Visuals gave an 
informative CLE presentation on effective courtroom presentations to approximately 30 
members.  The Business Law Committee also co-hosted a happy hour with the Community 
Service Projects Committee at Fado on December 6.    
 
Community Service Projects 
Co-Chairs:  Deepa Subramanian & Kristi Wilson 
To kick off the holiday season, committee members supported 11 Alive’s 30th Annual Holiday 
Can-a-thon.  Committee members collected cans throughout the month of November, donating 
them on November 30 at Turner Field in downtown Atlanta.  For December, the committee 
continued its holiday theme and sponsored a holiday weekend of giving back with three big 
events spread out over a four day period.  The first event took place on December 6 at Fado’s  in 
Buckhead and was a joint happy hour with the Business Law Committee.  Members of both 
committees’s brought toys which were donated to Toys for Tots.  On December 8, the committee 
helped DFACS by sorting and wrapping Christmas gifts for local children in DFACS custody.  
The weekend ended with a service project at Project Open Hand.  Members helped put together 
meals that were later distributed throughout the community.   
 
Ethics and Professionalism  
Co-Chairs: Genie Iredale and Steven Moulds 
The Ethics & Professionalism Committee is working with the Savannah YLD, the Atlanta 
Council of Younger Lawyers, and the Atlanta Bar Association's Reputation and the Public Trust 
Committee to plan the committee's second annual video-conference CLE and happy hour.  The 
event is scheduled for March 7, at the Bar Center in Atlanta and the Costal Bar Center in 
Savannah. Following the CLE, the committee will host a happy hour at each location. 
 
Family Law  
Co-Chairs: Sean Ditzel and Ashley Sawyer 
The Family Law Committee hosted its 7th Annual Supreme Cork Winetasting and Silent Auction on 
October 18 at the Five Season Brewing Company in Atlanta. This year, the Supreme Cork benefited 
the Guardian ad Litem Program of the Atlanta Volunteer Lawyers Foundation (AVLF).  The 
Guardian ad Litem Program provides attorney volunteers, trained and supervised by AVLF, to serve 
as Guardians for children from low-income households in contested custody cases.  The Guardians 
are officers of the Superior Court of Fulton County who assist the Court in making custody and 
visitation determinations in the best interest of the child.   
 
AVLF’s need for financial assistance from private resources was greater than ever this year, as they 
were nearly forced to discontinue the Guardian ad Litem Program due to the loss of Georgia Bar 
Foundation and Fulton County grants.  AVLF was only able to maintain the program because of the 
generous personal donations from the judges of the Fulton County Superior Court. Through 
sponsorships, ticket sales, and items sold, this year’s Supreme Cork raised over $22,000 for the 
Guardian ad Litem program of the Atlanta Volunteer Lawyers Foundation. 
 
Intrastate Moot Court 
Co-Chairs: Katie Dod & Emilia Walker 
The Intrastate Moot Court Committee held its inaugural fundraiser luncheon on November 13, at 
the Italian Oven in Stockbridge.  The luncheon was both a fundraiser for the committee and a 
way to show appreciation for city and county clerks located within Henry, Clayton and Fayette 
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Counties.  The luncheon was a great fundraising success and very much appreciated by the city 
and county clerks in attendance.  The Committee is in the process of writing the problem for the 
2013 competition which will be held at Mercer University in Macon on April 5-6. 

Judicial Law Clerk 
Co-Chairs:  Margaret Head & Elise Myers 
The Judicial Law Clerk Committee kicked off this year with a happy hour on November 16 at 
RiRa in Atlanta.  The committee members helped to spread the word among law clerks and staff 
attorneys and we were able to welcome many new members. Several former law clerks also 
attended the event and provided prospective as to law after being in chambers.  At the event and 
via electronic communication, the committee co-chairs suggested an agenda which will provide 
opportunities for further involvement through the winter months.  The committee members 
unanimously decided to forgo the originally proposed holiday party and opted to celebrate the 
end of the holiday season with an event in Mid-January.   

Labor & Employment  
Co-Chairs:  Joseph Sullivan & Rachael Zichella 
The Labor & Employment Committee had an active autumn.  The committee met in October at 
Taylor English Duma LLP for a luncheon at which Rachel Spears of the Pro Bono Partnership of 
Atlanta informed members about the various types of pro bono opportunities available.  The 
following day the committee gathered for a social hour at Tuk Tuk Thai Restaurant in Midtown. 
In November, Seyfarth Shaw LLP hosted a luncheon at which Heather Havette discussed the 
Fair Labor Standards Act.  The December meeting took place at the offices of Jones Day LLP on 
December 12.  Elena Kaplan spoke about the Affordable Health Care Act.  After reigniting the 
Labor & Employment Committee this year, the chairs are thrilled to have amassed an active 
group of over 65 members. 

Law Related Education   
Co-Chairs:  Elizabeth Fite & Ana Maria Martinez 
The LRE Committee is in the process of developing collateral consequences cards titled "Think 
About It!" cards. The wallet sized cards are designed to provide students with information 
regarding the legal consequences of their actions. Once finished, they will be distributed to select 
8th grade students throughout the state. In the Spring, the LRE Committee will be working to 
upgrade the textbook, "An Introduction to Law in Georgia," to reflect changes in the law.  

Leadership Academy  
Co-Chairs:  Ivy Cadle & Adriana Sola Capifali 
The 2013 Leadership Academy kicks off its year with a meeting and teambuilding exercises at the 
Midyear Meeting.  The first session topic is Becoming a Leader in the Bar and YLD and includes a 
tour of the Bar Center.  Participants then take part in teambuilding activities to get to know one 
another.  The second session of the Leadership Academy will be held on Feb. 21 where 
participants will learn about lawyers as leaders in state government.  This session is held in 
conjunction with the Legislative Affairs Committee’s annual luncheon.  

Legislative Affairs 
Co-Chairs:  Jennifer Little & David Werner 
The Legislative Affairs Committee will be holding its 25th annual Legislative Luncheon on 
Thursday, February 21.  This event will be held in conjunction with the Leadership Academy’s 
second session.  The luncheon will be held in the Floyd Room at the Sloppy Floyd Building near 
the Capitol.  Governor Nathan Deal has been invited to speak on current legislation.   
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Litigation 
Co-Chairs: John Hadden & Knox Withers 
The Litigation Committee, along with the Business Law and Criminal Law Committees, hosted a 
CLE and happy hour at Hudson Grille in Midtown on November 8.  In addition, the Committee 
hosted its annual holiday luncheon honoring the metro Atlanta clerks of court at Maggiano’s in 
Buckhead on December 4.  Both events were well attended. 

Minorities in the Profession  
Co-Chairs:  Shalamar Parham & Yenniffer Delgado 
On October 31, the Minorities in the Profession Committee hosted a panel discussion regarding 
how to use your law degree to make a difference in the public sector. State Representative 
Dar'shun Kendrick, District 94, and Michael Sterling, Senior Advisor to Atlanta Mayor 
Kasim Reed, shared their unique experiences as young minority lawyers working as public 
servants. 
 
As part of MIPC's commitment to feeding the pipeline into the practice of law with diverse and 
talented individuals and encouraging minority students to practice law, MIPC has "adopted" the 
Beta Club at Hamilton Holmes Elementary School. Hamilton Holmes has a student body that 
consists of majority African American and Hispanic students, with most students receiving free 
lunch. Former MIPC Co-Chair Marquetta Bryan is serving as the keynote speaker for the Beta 
Club induction in January, and MIPC will sponsor the induction program. After the induction, 
MIPC will continue to provide mentorship support and student access to minority lawyers at 
Hamilton Holmes by reading to students, speaking to students and discussing career 
opportunities with students. 
 
Solo/Small Firm 
Co-Chairs:  Holly Hance & Tracy Rhodes 
The Solo Small Firm Committee had a happy hour event with the Family Law Committee on 
November 29 at Twist in Atlanta.  There were over 20 young lawyers in attendance and 
everyone enjoyed networking and meeting one another.  
 
William Daniel National Invitation Mock Trial 
Chair: Matthew Jones 
The 2012 William Daniel Mock Trial competition was a success.  It took place on Nov. 16-18 at 
the Fulton County courthouse.  Close to 100 lawyers from around the state volunteered their time 
to act as mock jurors and evaluators.  Numerous compliments were received that this was one of 
the best competitions to date.  Loyola of Chicago beat Atlanta's own Georgia State in the final 
round.   
 
Women in the Profession 
Co-Chairs: Kelly Campanella & Jennifer Nichols 
The Women in the Profession Committee held its annual Holiday Tea on December 5 at the Ritz 
Carlton in Buckhead. There was a great turnout of nearly 40 attendees, and Judge Sara Doyle of 
the Georgia Court of Appeals joined the group to deliver enlightening remarks about her 
experiences as a judge.   
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