
ANNUAL REPORT ON THE LEGISLATIVE ACTIVITIES 

OF THE STATE BAR OF GEORGIA FOR 2012 

INTRODUCTION 

The Georgia General Assembly adjourned sine die on Marob 29,2012, ending a very productive 
session for tbe legal profession and the State Bar of Georgia. While diminished state revenues 
continued to present severe challenges for the judicial branch and all areas of state government, 
two of the four budget items supp01ted by the State Bar maintained their current level of funding 
while two other Bar-supported budget items, the Resource Center and the Public Defender 
Standards Council, saw substantial increases. Significant progress was made this year on a 
number of key initiatives affecting our courts and the practice oflaw. Most notable was passage 
of landmark legislation refonning Georgia's criminal code, substantial improvements in the 
funding of our statewide public defender program, and modernization of Georgia's international 
commercial arbitration act. 

As always, the success of the State Bar's legislative agenda was dependent on the support and 
advocacy of numerous members of the General Assembly. [n the House of Representatives, 
lawyer-legislators led by Speaker David Ralston (R-Blue Ridge), House Minority Leader Stacey 
Abrams (D-Atlanta), Majority Whip Ed Lindsey (R-Atlanta), Majority Leader Larry O'Neal, 
Judiciary Civil Chair Wendell Willard (R-Sandy Springs), Judiciary Noo-Civi! Chair Rich Golick 
(R-Smyrna), Cbainnan Roger Lane (R-Darien), Chairman Mike Jacobs (R-Atlaota), Rep. Jay 
Powell (R-Camilla}, Rep. Mary Margaret Oliver (D-Decatur), and freshman legislator Christian 
Coomer (R-Cartersville) provided leadership on key policy and budgetary issues. House 
Appropriations Chair Terry England (R-Aubum), Chairman Jay Neal (R-Lafayette), Chainnan 
Richard Smitb (R-Columbus), Rep. Roger Bruce (D-Atlanta), and Rep. Bd Setzler (R-Acworth) 
showed incredible understanding and leadership of budget and policy issues affecting the judicial 
branch. 

Tn the Senate, leading lawyer-legislators played a vital role in promoting the State Bar agenda. 
Senate Judiciary Chair Bill Hamrick (R-Carrollton), Majority Caucus Chair Bill Cowsert 
(R-Athens), Cbainnan Jolm Crosby (R-Tifton), Senate Special Judiciary Chair Cmt Thompson 
(D-Tucker), Chairman Ron Ramsey (D-Decatur), Sen. Jesse Stone (R-Waynesboro), Sen. Jason 
Carter (D-Decatur), Sen. Wi!liam Ligon (R-Brunswick), and Sen. Josh McKoon (R-Columbus) 
were important advocates for key elements oftbe Bar agenda. And non-attorneys Lt. Governor 
Casey Cagle (R), President ProTem Tommie Williams (R-Lyons), Senate Dean George Hooks 
(0-Americus), Chainnan Jack Hill (R-Reidsville), and Minority Leader Steve Henson (D-Tucker) 
all worked closely with the State Bar on legislative and funding issues affecting Georgia courts. 

We are grateful to these members and the numerous others that supported the legal profession in 
the2012 General Assembly. 
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2012 BOARD OF GOVERNORS AGENDA 

The following State Bar agenda bills passed during the 2012 General Assembly: 
HB 397- Open Records: This bill, authored by Rep. Jay Powell, makes comprehensive changes to 
the Open Records Act. It was introduced on 2/28/11 and assigned to House Judiciary which 
favorab ly reported the bill on 2129/12. The House debated and passed this bill on 3/5/12. lt was 
amended and favorably reported by the Senate Judiciacy committee on 3/19/12. This was passed 
by both chambers on 3/29/12 and was signed by the Governor on 4117/12. 

SB 383 - Georgia International Commercial Arbitration Code: This bill by Sen. Bill Hamrick 
would revise Georgia's current laws regarding international arbitration. It was introduced on 
2/6/12, passed Senate Judiciary on 2/9/12, and passed tbe Senate on 2121/12. It was favorably 
reported by House Judiciary on 3/15/12 and received final passage on 3/26/12. It was signed by 
the Governor on 5/2/12. 

Ga. Appellate Resource Center Funding Request: The Resource Center has a total of$800,000 in 
the final FY'13 budget, and there is an increase of $172,640 in the amended FY '12 budget. The 
State Bar supports adequate funding for the Resource Center. 

ICJE Request: The I CJE has a continuation amount of $46 1,789 in state funds in the fmal FY ' 13 
budget. The State Bar supports adequate funding for ICJE. 

Victims of Domestic Violence Funding: In the FY '13 budget., there is a continuation amount of 
$1,753,235 for legal services for victims of domestic violence. The State Bar supports adequate 
funding. 

Ga. Public Defender Standards Counci l: The GPDSC has approximately S40.4M in the FY 2013 
budget There is an increase of approximately $800,000 in the amended FY 2012 budget that has 
been approved by the House and Senate and now goes to the Governor for his signature. The 
State Bar supports adequate funding for the GPDSC. 

ADDffiONA L LEGTSLA TION SUPPORTED BY THE BAR 

Following is additional legislation supported by the State Bar that passed during this session. 

HB 46- Uniform Depositions Act: This bill is authored by Rep. Mike Jacobs and would repeal 
the current Article 6 and replace it with the Uniform Interstate Depositions and Discovery Act. It 
was introduced on 1/24/11 and passed House Judiciary on 2/8/1 1 and the House on 2/15/1 1. It 
was amended and passed by Senate Judiciary on 3/23/1 1 and the Senate on4/l J/1 I. The Bouse 
amended the bill on 4/14/11 when it came up for a vote on agreement, but time ran out in the 2011 
session before the Senate addressed the bill again. The bill received final passage by the Senate on 
1/23/12 and was signed by the Governor on 5/1112. 

HB 744 - Uniform Partition of Heirs Property Act: This bill by Rep. Edward Lindsey was 
introduced on 1/23/12 and assigned to House Judiciary which passed the bill on 2/9/12. The bill 
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went before the full House on 2/16/12 and was passed. It was favorably report~ by the Senate 
Judiciary committee on 3/20/12. The bill received final passage on 3127112 and was signed by the 
Governor on 4/16/12. 

HB 1048- Rep. Wendell Willard introduced this bill altering the provisions related to who may 
serve process and providing a filing fee for applicants for certified process servers. House 
Judiciary favorably reported it on 2/29/12 and it passed the House on 3/7/12. Senate Judiciary 
passed it on 3/22/12. The bill received final passage on 3/29/12, and was signed by the Governor 
on 5/1/12. 

HB I I 76- "Criminal Justice Reform Act": This bill by Rep. Rich Golick makes extensive 
revisions to 1he criminal justice code, based on the recommendations of th.e Governor's Special 
Council on Criminal Justice Reform for Georgians. This bill was introduced on 2/27 I 12 and 
assigned to the Special Joint Committee on Georgia Criminal Justice Reform which passed the bill 
on 3121/12. It passed the House on 3/22/12 and received final passage on 3129/12. The Governor 
signed the bill on 512/12. 

There were several bills opposed by the State Bar, but none of U1ose bills passed. Since 2012 was 
the second year of the two-year session, the bills will not carry over to the 2013 session. 

INTEIU\IAL/ADMINJSTRATJVE ACTIVITIES 

Pursuant to State Bar Standing Board Policy I 00, the Advisory Committee on Legislation (ACL) 
continued its leadership of the State Bar's legislative program. 1 am grateful for the service of the 
members ofthe ACL and Vice Chair Nick Moraitakis, and especially to State Bar President Ken 
Shigley for his active leadership during the legislative session and support of the ACL program. 
Prior to the session, the ACL held two meetings to review and consider legislative proposals from 
State Bar sections and committees. 

The ACL is grateful to our legislative representatives, Rusty Sewell, Tom Boller, and Hunter 
Towns of Capitol Partners Public Affairs Group, and Charlie Tanksley and Jim Collins for their 
counsel and advocacy on behalf of the State Bar. Capitol Partners provided weekly legislative 
updates to the ACL and Bar Executive Committee members. Also, weekly postings on the State 
Bar's website enabled Bar members to remain informed and involved in the legislative process, 
and for the first time our legislative team produced Friday morning video updates during the 
session that were posted on the Bar's website and facebook page for all Bar members to access. 
Our legislative representatives spoke to many specialty/local Bar associations during the last year 
and wrote two articles for the Bar Journal. The Bar hosted dinners and luncheons for the judiciary 
committees in UJe House and Senate. These events were well attended by State Bar leadership, 
our lobbyists, and members of Lhe General Assembly, and are an important opportunity for Bar 
leadership to meet these individuals in an informal setting. 

We are thankful for Alex Bradford, special assistant to Ken Shigley, for his valuable assistance to 
the ACL and legislative representatives during the legislative session. We are appreciative of 
Executive Director Cliff Brashier for his support and guidance, and Bar staff members Jennifer 
Mason and Derrick Stanley for their assistance in producing our weekly video. 
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It should be noted that 2012 is an election year and already six attorney legislators have announced 
they will not seek re-election, and I urge Bar members to engage in the election process to insure 
adequate representation of attorneys in our General Assembly. 

On the financial side, the ACL is operating within its budget, having received total contributions 
of$654,756 through March 2012. The fund balance on hand as of March 31,2012 was $902,502. 

CONCLUSION 

2012 was an important year for the State Bar's legislative program with the passage of criminal 
justice reform, changes to the Georgia International Commercial Arbitration Code, Uniform 
Depositions Act, and Open Records Act, as well as securing funding for several programs 
supported by the Bar. With the continued participation of our members, Section leaders, ACL 
members, and Board of Governors, T expect the State Bar to have continued success in 2013. 

This 7th day of May, 2012. 

Chuck Clay, Chair, Advisory Committee on Legislation 

59 




