
& Practical Skills CLE
W e l l n e ss
Civana Carefree Resort
Carefree, Arizona  |  Jan. 24-28, 2019

Hotel cut-off date | Dec. 28, 2018
Registration cut-off date | Jan. 18, 2019

Premier Level Sponsor

Co-sponsored by the State Bar
of Georgia Wellness Committee

12 CLE 
Hours



Schedule of
Events

Thursday, Jan. 24

Friday, Jan. 25

Saturday, Jan. 26

Sunday, Jan. 27

5 – 6 p.m. | Registration and Reception

8 – 8:45 a.m. | Continental Breakfast

8:50 – 9 a.m. | Welcome—Kenneth B. Hodges III, President, 
State Bar of Georgia, Albany

9 – 11 a.m. | Preventing Burnout and Promoting Balance: 
Mindfulness for Attorneys

11 – 11:15 a.m. | Break

11:15 a.m. – 1:15 p.m. | Preventing Burnout and Promoting 
Balance: Mindfulness for Attorneys, continued

7:30 – 8:30 a.m. | Continental Breakfast

8:30 – 10 a.m. | Panel Discussion I—Why Wellness is 
Important to Lawyers

10 – 10:15 a.m. | Break

10:15 – 11:15 a.m. | Panel Discussion II—How to Live Well 
After Crisis

11:15 a.m. – 12:45 p.m. | Becoming the Happy Warrior: 
Science-Based Strategies to Boost Attorney Well-Being

7:30 – 8:30 a.m. | Continental Breakfast

8 – 9 a.m. | Imagining the Possibilities One Year Later: 
Designing Your Wellness Roadmap for Success

9 – 10 a.m. | Legal Case Management: ’Cause They Don’t 
Teach You This in Law School

10 – 10:15 a.m. | Break

10:15 – 11:15 a.m. | Ethics: More Than Just a Set of Rules

11:15 a.m. – 12:15 p.m. | Professionalism
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(12 CLE hours including 1 hour of professionalism and 1 hour of ethics)



CLE
Sessions

9 a.m. – 1:15 p.m.
Preventing Burnout and Promoting Balance: Mindfulness for Attorneys

Speakers
Judi Cohen, Lecturer, Berkley Law and Founder of Warrior One, Berkeley, California; Alisa Gray, 
Tiffany & Bosco, P.A., Certified Yoga Instructor, Phoenix, Arizona; Charity Scott, Professor of 
Law, Georgia State University, Atlanta

8:30 – 10 a.m.
Panel Discussion I—Why Wellness is Important to Lawyers

Panelists
R. Javoyne Hicks, Clerk, DeKalb State and Magistrate Courts, Decatur; Kenneth B. Hodges III, 
President, State Bar of Georgia, Albany; Kristy Weathers, Professional Development Partner, 
Eversheds Sutherland (US) LLP, Atlanta; LaKeisha R. Randall, Bendin Sumrall & Ladner, LLC, 
Atlanta; Hon. Kelly Lee Ellerbe, Fulton Superior Court, Atlanta; Danielle Berry, Partner, Lewis 
Brisbois, Atlanta

10:15 – 11:15 a.m.
Panel Discussion II—How to Live Well After Crisis

Panelists
Hon. Shondeana Morris, Judge, State Court of DeKalb County, Chair, State Bar of Georgia 
Suicide Prevention Committee, Decatur; Lynn Garson, Baker & Hostetler, Vice Chair, State Bar 
of Georgia Lawyers Assistance Program, Atlanta; Paul E. Knowlton, J.D., M.Div., Principal—
Marketplace Initiative, Mercer University—Center for Theology and Public Life, Atlanta;
Melody Z. Richardson, Richardson Bloom & Lines, Atlanta

11:15 a.m. – 12:45 p.m.
Becoming the Happy Warrior: Science-Based Strategies to Boost Attorney Well-Being

Speaker
Stacey Dougan, J.D., LL.M., M.S., NCC, Associate Professional Counselor, Workbest Consulting, 
Atlanta

Friday, Jan. 25

Saturday, Jan. 26
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8 – 9 a.m.
Imagining the Possibilities One Year Later: Designing Your Wellness Roadmap for Success

Speaker
Tara Rice Simkins, Life Coach, Co-Founder, Press On Fund, Augusta

9 – 10 a.m.
Legal Case Management: ’Cause They Don’t Teach You This in Law School

Speaker
Stacey Mohr, Partner, Eversheds Sutherland (US) LLP, Atlanta

10:15 – 11:15 a.m.
Ethics: More Than Just a Set of Rules

Speaker
J. Tom Morgan, Professor, Western Carolina University, Former DeKalb County District 
Attorney, Decatur

11:15 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.
Professionalism

Speakers
Kenneth B. Hodges III; Robert  J. “Bob” Kauffman, Hartley, Rowe & Fowler, P.C.,
Past President, State Bar of Georgia, Douglasville

CLE
Sessions

Sunday, Jan. 27
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Cut-off date is Friday, Dec. 28, 2018
Civana Carefree Resort
37220 Mule Train Road
Carefree, AZ 85377
480-653-9000

Civana Carefree Resort is our host hotel, offering a discounted 
room rate of $174 single/double per night plus applicable 
taxes and a resort/experience fee of $25 per room per day. 
To make reservations and receive our special rate, call the 
Civana Carefree Resort at 480-653-9000 and ask for the “2019 
Wellness Seminar.”

Reservations must be made by Friday, Dec. 28, 2018, as rooms 
will be on a space and rate availability basis after this date. 
There are many events taking place in Arizona during this 
time, so please be aware that you should make your hotel 
reservations as early as possible.

Check-in time is: 4 p.m.
Check-out time is: 12 p.m.

Hotel
Accommodations

Resort/Experience Fee Includes:
 Stainless steel hydration bottle;

 Wireless Internet in guestrooms and public 
spaces;

 Instruction in classes such as meditation, fitness, 
spin classes, movement and art/enrichment;

 Ability to participate in onsite activities such as 
cycling, tennis and pickle ball; and

 Scheduled van shuttle to Carefree/Cave Creek 
shops, guided hikes and nearby golf.

 5

Civana Carefree Resort is located about 35 miles from Phoenix 
Sky Harbor International Airport, roughly a 50-minute drive. 
The resort does not provide private shuttle service. They 
recommend the airport Super Shuttle starting at about $34 
one way. Visit the www.supershuttle.com/airport/phoenix-sky-
harbor-international-airport-phx/ to book ahead. You may also 
arrange a private car pickup through the resort at a cost of $89 
(includes gratuity). Contact Diane Schure, Civana concierge, at 
480-636-0500, for information and to book this service. 

Transportation
Information

Civana Resort and the neighboring towns of Carefree and Cave 
Creek offer a wide range of entertainment options, from botanical 
gardens to museums to hot air balloon rides, jeep tours and 
hiking. For information about local activities, please visit
www.civanacarefree.com/local-activities/. For information about 
area attractions, visit www.civanacarefree.com/area-attractions/. 

You may also visit the resort Concierge Desk or call 480-636-
0500 for more information and assistance.

Area Recreation
Information



Speaker
Bios
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DANIELLE BERRY
Partner
Lewis Brisbois Bisgaard & Smith LLP

Danielle Berry is a partner in the Atlanta office 
of Lewis Brisbois Bisgaard & Smith LLP and a 
member of the complex business and commercial 
litigation, business practices, labor and employ-
ment, products liability and general liability 
practices. Her practice involves representing 
businesses in employment law related disputes, 
including litigation and administrative investiga-
tions regarding Title VII of the Civil Rights Act, 
the Fair Labor Standards Act, the Age Discrimi-
nation and Employment Act, the Americans with 
Disabilities Act, the Family Medical Leave Act 
and USERRA, and other state and federal laws. 
She assists clients in day-to-day issues regarding 
hiring and firing, disciplinary matters, employee 
relations, policy compliance, drafting, train-
ing and implementation, employee handbooks, 
independent contractor, employment, restrictive 
covenant, confidentiality and severance agree-
ments. In addition, Berry defends insureds and 
companies against complex commercial litiga-
tion, premises liability, products liability/toxic 
torts and construction defect claims. A member 
of the State Bar of Georgia, Berry has also been a 
member of the American Bar Association; Gwin-
nett County Bar Association; Atlanta Bar Asso-
ciation; Federal Bar Association; and the Human 
Resource Membership Association. She received 
her B.B.A., magna cum laude, in 2001 and her J.D. 
in 2005, both from the University of Georgia.

JUDI COHEN
Mindfulness Teacher, Lecturer
Berkley Law

Judi Cohen is an attorney, mindfulness teacher 
and lecturer in mindfulness at Berkeley Law. She 
began practicing mindfulness in the late 1980s 
and has sat more than 100 days of silent retreat. 
Cohen is also the founder of Warrior One, 
which offers mindfulness training in its national-
ly acclaimed Essential Mindfulness for Lawyers® 
(EML) programs, which are integrations of clas-
sical mindfulness, modern neuroscience and the 
psychology of the legal mind. In addition to EML 

programs, Warrior One holds a bi-annual, year-
long, Mindfulness in Law Teacher Training, for 
lawyers, law professors and judges interested 
in bringing mindfulness to their firms, orga-
nizations, courtrooms and classrooms. Before 
founding Warrior One, Cohen practiced as a real 
estate transactional lawyer from 1984-2014, and 
for 10 of those years also taught at the Univer-
sity of San Francisco School of Law. She is the 
Teachers Division chair for the Mindfulness in 
Law Society, and a founding member of the Bay 
Area Working Group for Law and Meditation.

STACEY DOUGAN, J.D., LL.M., M.S., NCC
Associate Professional Counselor
Workbest Consulting, LLC

Stacey Dougan is a therapist with nearly 20 
years of previous experience as both a lawyer 
and member of senior management at Big Law 
firms. Dougan now works with individual 
lawyers and other professionals to help them 
align their needs and values with their personal 
and professional roles and responsibilities. As 
a shareholder and assistant general counsel 
at Greenberg Traurig, LLP, she counseled at-
torneys through the most daunting challenges 
of their careers, including malpractice, ethics, 
and employment discrimination claims. As the 
chief professional development officer at Powell 
Goldstein, LLP (now Bryan Cave Leighton 
Paisner), Dougan led efforts related to hiring 
and retention policies, attorney development, 
diversity, mentoring and work-life conflict. 
She frequently speaks to and consults with 
bar associations, law firms and legal organiza-
tions to improve the well-being of attorneys. 
Dougan is an associate professional counselor 
(under supervision of Anne McSorley, LPC, 
and direction of Dr. Christina Noble, Ph.D., 
LPC), a certified holistic health coach, holds 
a certification in clinical hypnotherapy and is 
trained in EMDR. She earned her B.A. from the 
University of Miami; J.D. from Florida State 
University College of Law; LL.M. from Colum-
bia University Law School; and M.S. in Clinical 
Mental Health Counseling from Georgia State 
University.
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HON. KELLY LEE ELLERBE
Judge
Superior Court of Fulton County

Hon. Kelly Lee Ellerbe was elected to the bench 
in 2010, and re-elected in 2014 and 2018. Ellerbe 
currently presides over complex felony cases and 
civil cases such as contract disputes and personal 
injury actions. She serves on the court’s Execu-
tive Committee as well as the Business Court and 
Workload Assessment committees. Ellerbe is 
also serving her second three-year term presiding 
over Fulton County’s Adult Felony Drug Court. 
She is also a certified Bikram Yoga instructor. 
Ellerbe is a lifelong Georgian and graduated 
from the University of Georgia, Terry College of 
Business, and the University of Georgia School of 
Law. She is married to Harry L. Ellerbe III, resides 
in the city of Chattahoochee Hills and is an active 
member of Southside Church.

LYNN GARSON
Attorney
Baker & Hostetler LLP

Lynn Garson practices health care law at Baker 
& Hostetler LLP in the firm’s Atlanta office. Her 
areas of expertise include physician practice acqui-
sitions, employment and related agreements, and 
regulatory research. Garson is also a mental health 
advocate and author. In July 2012, she published 
“Southern Vapors,” a memoir describing her jour-
ney from major clinical depression to recovery, 
and has since spoken widely, including a TEDx 
Emory talk: “Reforming the Approach to Mental 
Health in the U.S.,” and made numerous presenta-
tions to private and public organizations including 
the American Bar Association, American Health 
Lawyers Association and Devereux Georgia. As 
a member of the State Bar of Georgia’s Lawyer 
Assistance Program Committee, Garson has been 
instrumental in developing the Lawyers Help-
ing Lawyers Program. The first of its kind in the 
country to utilize an online matching system, the 
goal of the program is to create a robust volunteer 
base so that those members of the Bar in need of 
assistance for a range of issues have the oppor-
tunity to find the best “match” possible. Garson 
graduated from Tulane University with a degree 
in art history and holds her law degree from 
Emory University School of Law (1981).

ALISA GRAY
Partner
Tiffany & Bosco, P.A.

Alisa Gray is partner at Tiffany & Bosco, P.A., in 
Phoenix, Arizona. For more than 26 years, her 
practice has emphasized probate-related litiga-
tion, administration and mediation. She also 
regularly presents legal education seminars on 
probate and ethics, as well as mindfulness topics. 

Gray has served on many statewide councils 
and boards, including chair of two State Bar of 
Arizona sections: Mental Health and Elder Law, 
and Probate and Trust Law. She also served as 
co-chair for the Continuing Legal Education 
Committee. In 2010, Gray completed a 200-hour 
yoga teacher certification program and instructs 
weekly at Desert Song Healing Arts in Phoenix. 
She continues to deepen her teaching skills in 
different modalities, most recently becoming 
certified to lead Yoga Nidra Meditation. Gray 
serves on the advisory board of Warrior One and 
is one of the lead teachers for its Mindfulness in 
Law Teacher Training. She routinely presents to 
various bar-related groups on mindfulness, lead-
ership and cultural competence, and has chaired 
numerous all day programs at several State Bar of 
Arizona conventions. Gray has a B.S. in Intercul-
tural Communications from Arizona State Uni-
versity and a J.D. from the Sandra Day O’Connor 
School of Law at Arizona State University.

R. JAVOYNE HICKS
Clerk
DeKalb County State and Magistrate Courts

R. Javoyne Hicks is a member of the State Bar 
of Georgia and presently serves as chair of the 
Wellness Committee and as a member of the 
Board of Governors. In her regular capacity, she 
serves as the DeKalb County State and Mag-
istrate Courts clerk. She is responsible for the 
management of public records for civil lawsuits, 
garnishments, eviction proceedings, personal 
property foreclosures, domestic violence hear-
ings, traffic violations, ordinance violations and 
criminal misdemeanor cases. Prior to coming to 
the Clerk’s Office, Hicks served DeKalb County 
as the deputy chief assistant solicitor-general 
in charge of the Diversion Programs for the 
Solicitor-General’s Office. She supervised and 
expanded the operations of several diversion 
programs designed to give first time and youth-
ful offenders and those with special circum-
stances a second chance at opportunities to avoid 
criminal prosecution. Hicks returned to DeKalb 
County after serving the federal government as 
the chief of staff of the Environmental Protection 
Agency, Region 4. Hicks implemented high level 
policy decisions, community engagement initia-
tives and executed organizational processes to 
help facilitate the region’s high-caliber technical, 
financial, legal and administrative performance. 
Hicks focused on Environmental Justice and Sus-
tainability and led the region in its ability to meet 
critical deadlines while managing the overall 
health and maintenance of the organization and 
its people. For a majority of Hicks’ career, she 
served as a prosecutor for the Georgia Attorney 
General’s Office and as an assistant district attor-
ney in three judicial circuits in Georgia. She also 
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served as an associate magistrate judge in DeKalb 
County. Hicks is a past president of the DeKalb 
Bar Association and served on the boards of 
Georgia Association of Black Women Attorneys 
and Leadership Georgia.

KENNETH B. HODGES III
Judge-Elect, Court of Appeals of Georgia
President, State Bar of Georgia

Kenneth B. Hodges III, Ken Hodges Law, with 
offices in Albany and Atlanta, is a judge-elect of 
the Court of Appeals of Georgia and president of 
the State Bar of Georgia. Hodges has previously 
served as treasurer and president-elect of the State 
Bar and as a member of the Executive Committee 
and Board of Governors. He has also chaired the 
Attorney Wellness Task Force. On May 22, 2018, 
Hodges won a statewide election to serve on the 
Court of Appeals of Georgia and will assume that 
role in January 2019. Currently, he focuses his law 
practice on criminal defense and civil litigation, 
including but not limited to personal injury, com-
mercial litigation and civil rights cases. Hodges 
spent 15 years as a prosecutor, including 12 as 
district attorney of the Dougherty Judicial Circuit. 
He was honored as Georgia’s District Attorney 
of the Year in 2002 and is a past recipient of the 
Justice Robert Benham Award for Community 
Service and the Commitment to Equality Award, 
both presented by the State Bar, and the Eagle 
Award, presented by the Criminal Justice Coor-
dinating Council of Georgia. He was the Demo-
cratic nominee in the 2010 election for Georgia 
attorney general. Born and raised in Albany, he is 
a graduate of Emory University and the University 
of Georgia School of Law. Hodges was admitted 
to the State Bar in 1991. He is a past chairman of 
the Prosecuting Attorneys’ Council of Georgia and 
past president of the District Attorneys’ Associa-
tion of Georgia and the Dougherty Circuit Bar 
Association. Hodges’ community activities include 
service as secretary of the Urban League of Greater 
Atlanta and co-chair of the Martin Luther King Jr. 
Celebration Day Committee in Albany. He is also 
a past president of the Sertoma Club; past board 
chair of Easter Seals of Southwest Georgia and 
has served on the boards of the American Heart 
Association in Albany, the Albany Civil Rights 
Institute (formerly Albany Civil Rights Museum) 
the Albany Chamber of Commerce and the Geor-
gia Chamber of Commerce. He is also a graduate 

of Leadership Albany and a graduate and board 
member of Leadership Georgia. Hodges and his 
wife Melissa have two young children, Margaret 
and Jack. They are active in their church and in 
youth sports at the local YMCA.

ROBERT J. “BOB” KAUFFMAN
Attorney
Hartley, Rowe & Fowler, P.C

Robert J. “Bob” Kauffman, Hartley, Rowe & 
Fowler, P.C., Douglasville, past president, State 
Bar of Georgia, concentrates his law practice 
in the areas of commercial real estate transac-
tions, real estate finance and general business 
law. Kauffman has assisted many clients in the 
sale, acquisition and financing of commercial and 
residential development projects all over Georgia. 
He has worked extensively with lenders, develop-
ers and owners, steering them through commer-
cial financing and the numerous legal issues that 
naturally arise in the areas of development, sales 
and leasing. In addition to his transactional prac-
tice, Kauffman has helped numerous clients form 
their business entities, buy and sell businesses, 
and assists with a wide range of business issues.

PAUL E. KNOWLTON, J.D., M.DIV.
Principal—Marketplace Initiative
Mercer University—Center for Theology
and Public Life

Paul E. Knowlton is an accomplished attorney, 
law firm manager and executive leader. As an 
attorney his primary practice area is intellectual 
property, where he excels in both litigation and 
prosecution. While an associate at Kilpatrick 
Stockton and later as the co-founder of an IP 
boutique, he originated and second-chaired 
multi-state IP litigation that resolved in his cli-
ent’s favor, including Rule 11 sanctions against 
opposing patent counsel in their jurisdiction; 
originated and first-chaired IP litigation that 
resolved in his client’s favor; initiated, grew, 
and managed IP corporate dockets of 100-400 
matters; and maintained an active pro bono 
docket. These successes came with no small 
amount of stress that had to be addressed. While 
the co-founder/managing partner of one IP 
boutique and then the director of another, he 
originated and executed business plans; led tal-
ent acquisition and staff development; coached 
and mentored attorneys and staff; engaged and 

Speaker
Bios
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on-boarded marquee clients with yearly billings 
of seven figures; supervised three office expan-
sions; and had P/L responsibilities that realized 
year-over-year gains. These successes came with 
additional, unique stresses that demand to be 
navigated. As an executive leader he recently and 
very successfully completed an assignment as the 
CEO of a complex and diverse human services 
agency with a 320-acre campus and 115 employ-
ees that provides trauma informed residential 
care and education to an average census of 50 
foster children, and mental health counseling to 
hundreds of families. The role of executive leader 
comes with additional burdens and stresses that 
must be faced, reshaped and turned to advan-
tages. In addition to being authorized to practice 
in Georgia and the Northern District of Georgia, 
Knowlton is a registered patent attorney, Hen-
ning trained mediator and arbitrator, Martindale 
Hubbell Distinguished attorney, Georgia Trend 
Legal Elite and active member of the State Bar 
of Georgia’s Attorney Wellness and Lawyer 
Assistance Program committees. Leveraging his 
personal and professional successes, he is pleased 
to share his experiences of addressing the stresses 
of our honorable profession for the benefit of as 
many State Bar members as possible. 

J. TOM MORGAN
Attorney
J.Tom Morgan, Attorney, LLC

J. Tom Morgan is a full time professor at West-
ern Carolina University where he teaches crimi-
nal law and ethics. Morgan has dedicated his 
career to being an outstanding trial attorney and 
an outspoken champion for children and youth. 
He is an experienced trial attorney specializing in 
criminal defense and general civil litigation. Dur-
ing his career, he has tried more than 100 jury 
trials and successfully argued before the Court 
of Appeals and Supreme Court of Georgia. Since 
2004, he has been in private practice after serv-
ing more than 20 years with the DeKalb County 
District Attorney’s office, including 12 years as 
district attorney. He is licensed to practice in 
Georgia and North Carolina and is admitted 
to practice before all Georgia and North Caro-
lina state courts, the U.S. Northern and Middle 
District Courts of Georgia, and the U.S. Eleventh 
Circuit Court of Appeals. He enjoys the highest 
rating (AV) issued by the Martindale-Hubbell 
Law Directory and has been recognized as a 
Georgia Super Lawyer in general litigation by his 
peers. Prior to being elected district attorney in 
1992, Morgan served as an assistant district at-
torney in DeKalb County for nine years and was 
the first prosecutor in Georgia to specialize in the 
prosecution of crimes against children. In 1992, 

then-Secretary of Health and Human Services 
Donna Shalala appointed Morgan to the U.S. 
Advisory Board on Child Abuse and Neglect. 
He also chaired Georgia’s Child Abuse Preven-
tion Panel. Morgan is a founding board member 
of the Georgia Center for Child Advocacy, Inc. 
(formerly Georgia Center for Children), which 
provides free counseling to children who are vic-
tims of child abuse. He is also a founding board 
member of the National Alliance for Children 
(formerly National Network of Child Advocacy 
Centers). Morgan is a native of Albany, Ga. 
After graduating from Albany Junior College, he 
received his undergraduate degree in account-
ing cum laude from the University of Georgia in 
1977 and his law degree from the University of 
Georgia School of Law in 1980.

HON. SHONDEANA CREWS MORRIS
Judge
DeKalb County State Court

Hon. Shondeana Crews Morris was appointed to 
the DeKalb County State Court—Traffic Division 
by Gov. Nathan Deal in 2015. In 2016, she was 
elected to a subsequent four-year term. Morris 
earned a Bachelor’s degree in Journalism from 
the University of Georgia and a Master’s degree 
in Criminal Justice from Albany State University. 
She graduated from Mercer University’s Walter 
F. George School of Law in 1997 and was admit-
ted to the State Bar of Georgia that same year. 
After graduating law school, Morris served as an 
assistant solicitor in Atlanta. In 1999, she joined 
the Office of the Fulton County District Attorney 
and was promoted to deputy district attorney. 
In recognition of her outstanding trial expertise, 
Morris received the Association of Government 
Attorneys in Capital Litigation Trial Advocacy 
Award in 2009. Morris is a member of the State 
Bar of Georgia, the American Bar Association, 
the Georgia Association of Black Women At-
torneys, the DeKalb Bar Association, the Atlanta 
Bar Association, the Gate City Bar Association 
and the Lawyers Club of Georgia. She serves 
on the Board of Governors of the State Bar of 
Georgia, the Judicial Review Committee for the 
Georgia Association of Black Women Attorneys 
and the Board of Directors for the Gate City 
Bar Association Judicial Section. An alumnus of 
Leadership DeKalb, Morris is an Executive Board 
Member of the Day League (formerly DeKalb 
Rape Crisis Center), International Women’s 
House, a nonprofit domestic violence shelter and 
a member of Atlanta Lions Club. She is a member 
of the Criminal Justice Advisory Board for At-
lanta Technical College and frequently serves as 
a mentor and speaker on topics ranging from law 
and ethics to mental and physical wellness. Mor-
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ris and her husband, attorney Joe Morris III, are 
the proud parents of two young children and are 
foster parents under Georgia Division of Family 
and Children Services.

LAKEISHA R. RANDALL
Associate
Bendin Sumrall & Ladner, LLC

LaKeisha R. Randall specializes in civil litiga-
tion defense and her practice focuses on medical 
malpractice, trucking litigation and general 
liability. A litigator and trial attorney, Randall 
has bench and jury trial experience, including 
several defense verdicts. She is a member of 
the State Bar of Georgia and the D.C. Bar. An 
Atlanta native, Randall graduated cum laude 
from Georgia State University with a B.A. 
in Sociology and earned her J.D. from North 
Carolina Central University School of Law. 
Since law school, Randall has served as the sole 
legal advisor to the 10 trial judges of the city of 
Atlanta and a corporate in-house trial attor-
ney for a Fortune 50 insurance company. She 
routinely teaches continued learning education 
seminars for lawyers on litigation advocacy, 
trial strategy, attorney wellness, professionalism 
and professional development. And, in 2017, 
she was the youngest author and editor selected 
to contribute to “Her Story: Lessons in Success 
from Lawyers Who Live It”—a book published 
by the ABA Section of Litigation written by 
prominent women litigators from across the 
country. Outside of the profession, Randall is 
deeply involved in civic work—she mentors law 
students, does pro bono with Atlanta Volunteer 
Lawyers Foundation and is a proud member of 
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. She also enjoys 
practicing yoga, hiking, boxing and traveling.

MELODY Z. RICHARDSON
Managing Member
Richardson Bloom & Lines, LLC

Melody Z. Richardson is a founding member of 
Richardson Bloom & Lines LLC (formerly known 
as Pachman Richardson, LLC),  where she focuses 
primarily on complex and high asset matrimonial 
matters. Richardson is one of only about 1,700 
attorneys nationwide to receive an invitation to 
be a Fellow of the American Academy of Matri-
monial Lawyers. She is the current president of 

the Charles Longstreet Weltner Family Law Inn 
of Court. Richardson served as a board member 
of the Family Law Section of the Atlanta Bar As-
sociation from 2002-10, serving as chair in 2009. 
Richardson chaired several committees involved 
in community service projects and received 
numerous awards for those projects. In 2016, the 
Superior Court of Fulton County named an award 
for her and made her the first recipient of that 
award for her work to promote justice. She also 
received a Distinguished Service Award from the 
Atlanta Bar Association in 2016 for her work with 
the Equal Justice in Law Enforcement committee, 
and in 2015, received the Atlanta Bar Association’s 
Professionalism Award. Richardson received 
several other awards from the Atlanta Bar As-
sociation, including the Community Service 
Award, the Achievement Award and the Family 
First Award. She is an acknowledged leader in her 
field and has been repeatedly selected for inclusion 
as a Georgia Super Lawyer, one of Georgia’s Top 
50 Women Lawyers, one of Georgia’s Top 100 
Lawyers and for inclusion in The Best Lawyers in 
Georgia. Richardson is also a fellow of the Litiga-
tion Counsel of America.

PROF. CHARITY SCOTT, J.D., MSCM
Catherine C. Henson Professor of Law
Georgia State University College of Law

Prof. Charity Scott, Georgia State University 
College of Law, was the founding director of the 
Center for Law, Health & Society, whose health 
law program has been consistently ranked in the 
top 10 by U.S. News & World Report. Scott has 
taught courses on health law and policy, bioeth-
ics, tort law, negotiation, mediation and mindful-
ness. She publishes and is a sought-after speaker 
on these topics. A member of the American Law 
Institute, Scott has served on the Governing 
Council of the ABA Health Law Section, and as 
past chair of the Health Law Section of the State 
Bar of Georgia. She has been instrumental in 
developing the mindfulness and wellness pro-
grams at Georgia State Law. She graduated from 
Stanford University (A.B.), Harvard Law School 
(J.D.) and Kennesaw State University (MSCM).

Speaker
Bios
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TARA RICE SIMKINS
Co-Founder
Press On Fund

Tara Rice Simkins recently left a successful 20-
year legal career to pursue a new calling—that of 
teacher, writer and co-founder of the Press On 
Fund. Inspired by her family’s journey inside the 
world of pediatric cancer, Simkins shares a unique 
understanding of what it means to potentially lose 
something very meaningful in your life, and in the 
face of such loss, to commit to living an extraordi-
nary life. Her family’s journey brought Simkins to 
her knees. Literally. Her message is simple: “De-
ciding to fall deeper into love, to transform our 
difficulties and to summon the courage to press 
on is the privilege and practice of our lives.” Her 
signature line, “XOXO + Press on,” sums up this 
life philosophy. Simkins lives in North Augusta, 
South Carolina, with her husband, Turner, her 
three sons, Nat, Brennan and Christopher, and 
their dog, Lucky.

KRISTY WEATHERS
Professional Development Partner
Eversheds Sutherland (US) LLP

Kristy Weathers works with Eversheds Suther-
land’s Professional Development Committee, 
individual practice groups and firm management 
to craft and implement the firm’s professional 
development strategy. She also works with the 
Professional Development Committee and indi-
vidual practice groups to design and implement 
training programs for the firm’s attorneys and 
clients. Prior to assuming this position in 2006, 
Weathers was counsel with a large international 
law firm, where her practice focused on toxic 
tort and other litigation matters. She received her 
B.A., magna cum laude, from North Carolina State 
University, where she was an All-ACC tennis 
player and recipient of the NCSU Coaches Award 
for best record and leadership. She received her 
J.D., with honors, from the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill, where she was a member 
of the Journal of International Law and Commer-
cial Regulation. Weathers clerked for Chief Judge 
James C. Fox of the U.S. District Court for the 
Eastern District of North Carolina.



Attendee Information

Bar Number

Name

Nickname

Spouse/Guest Name

Address

City/State/Zip

Email

Special Needs

Dietary Restrictions

ADA: If you qualify for assistance under the Americans with 
Disabilities Act, please call 404-526-8627 for assistance.

Refund/Cancellation Policy
Cancellation of registration must be received in writing no later 
than Friday, Jan. 18, 2019. Cancellations will receive a full refund, 
less a $25 administrative charge. Absolutely, no refunds will be 
made after Friday, Jan. 18, 2019. Requests should be emailed to 
michelleg@gabar.org; faxed to 404-527-8747; or mailed to the 
State Bar of Georgia, Attn. Michelle Garner, 104 Marietta St. NW, 
Suite 100, Atlanta, GA 30303.

Registration Options
 Early     $575 _____
 Onsite      $675 _____

    Total Fees Enclosed:                             $________

Credit Card Information
Please bill my:   Visa  MasterCard  AMEX

Credit Card Number

Exp. Date

Name as it appears on the card (Please print)

Signature

Payment Information
Registrations will be processed on a first-come, first-served basis. 
Visa, MasterCard and American Express are accepted. Please 
make checks payable to State Bar of Georgia and mail to: Michelle 
Garner, Director of Meetings, Wellness and Practical Skills CLE, 
State Bar of Georgia, 104 Marietta St. NW, Suite 100, Atlanta, GA 
30303-2743. Credit card orders may be faxed to 404-527-8747. 
Verbal registrations will not be accepted.

Online registration is available at www.gabar.org.

Please use this form to register by checking all events you plan to attend. Registration is required for all events.
You may also register online at www.gabar.org. Final registration deadline is Friday, Jan. 18, 2019.

Special Thanks to our
Premier Level Sponsor

Qty.

Registration
Form


