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CASE OF THE NEW DRIVER

Tina and her older brother, Walter, are waiting in line at the Geor-
gia State Patrol office. They and their parents have recently moved 
to Georgia from New York. Tina, who just turned 17, has discov-
ered that Georgia requires that she be 18 before she can be fully 
licensed to drive. In the meantime, she is applying for the Class D 
temporary license.  Walter drove her to the patrol office, but she’ll 
get to drive on the way home.

Before you may legally operate a motor vehicle on Georgia’s pub-
lic highways, you must have a valid driver’s license. A driver’s license 
carries with it great responsibility. More Americans die as a result of 
motor vehicle accidents than any other cause. Thousands more are 
permanently disabled. An auto is a means of transportation. It can be 
a source of pleasure—but it can also be deadly. Therefore many rules 
and regulations govern the use of motor vehicles. This chapter looks 
at some of these rules and regulations. It also discusses auto insurance, 
what happens when there is an accident, and traffic court.

TRAFFIC SAFETY LAWS
Getting a License
Each state sets its own requirements regarding the licensing of driv-
ers, but requirements tend to be similar among states. A motor vehicle 
license must be carried at all times when operating a vehicle. Failure 
to drive without carrying a valid license is a misdemeanor in Georgia 
and can result in a fine. Driving a vehicle is a privilege and not a right. 
Accordingly, the government has the right to take away that privilege 
if you disobey the laws.
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In Georgia, licenses are classified according 
to the type of vehicle to be operated. The Class 
C driver’s license is the one that most people use. 
Essentially, a Class C license entitles a driver to 
operate a car or a pickup truck. An applicant 
must be at least 18 years old to obtain a Class C 
license. There are other classes of licenses that 
permit drivers to operate motorcycles, buses, or 
larger trucks.

Any Georgia resident who is at least 15 years 
old may apply for an instruction (or learner’s) 
permit to drive a Class C vehicle (that is, a car 
or pickup truck). The applicant for an instruc-
tion permit must pass the same exams that all 
other driver’s license applicants must pass, except 
for the driving test. The instruction permit is 
valid for two years, and it permits the holder to 
drive only when accompanied by a person who 
is at least 21 years old and holds a valid Class C 
driver’s license. 

Georgia recently changed some of the licens-
ing requirements for teenagers. The Teenage 
and Adult Driver Responsibility Act, passed in 
1999 and amended in 2001, created the Class D 
(or intermediate) license for drivers who are at 
least 16 years old. Unless a teenager has a valid li-
cense from another state when he or she becomes 
a resident of Georgia, he or she must complete 
an alcohol and drug awareness course. All driver’s 
license applicants, including teenagers seeking a 
Class D license, must pass tests on their under-
standing of traffic-control devices, traffic laws, 
and safe driving practices in Georgia, in addition 
to an on-the-road driving test.

To be eligible for the Class D license, an ap-
plicant must be at least 16 years old, have had 
a valid instruction permit for the previous 12 
months, and have not been convicted of certain 
driving violations in the 12 months prior to ap-
plication. Some of these offenses are violation 
of DUI laws, hit-and-run, drag racing, eluding 
a police officer, and reckless driving. A Georgia 
teenager who has a valid Class D license may 
apply for the Class C driver’s license at age 18 if 
he or she has not been convicted of any of those 
same driving violations in the 12 months prior 

to application. Applicants for a Class C license 
who already hold a Class D license are exempt 
from the on-the-road driving test. 

The Class D license puts certain restrictions 
on drivers. A Class D license holder may not 
drive between the hours of 12:00 midnight and 
6:00 a.m. Furthermore, a Class D license holder 
may not drive when there are more than three 
other passengers in the car who are younger than 
21 years old and who are not members of the 
driver’s immediate family. Finally, during the six-
month period immediately following the issuance 
of a Class D license, the holder may not drive a 
car or truck when any other passenger in the ve-
hicle is not a member of the driver’s immediate 
family. A Class D license holder can be charged 
with a violation of these laws only in addition to 
being charged with any other traffic offense.

In order for a person under 18 years old to 
obtain a driver’s license, he or she must be en-
rolled in school and satisfy certain attendance 
requirements or be enrolled in a state-certified 
home schooling program. Otherwise, it must 
be proved that the applicant received a high 
school diploma, a general educational devel-
opment (GED) equivalency diploma, a special 
diploma, or a certificate of high school comple-
tion or that there is parental permission to with-
draw from school or that the applicant has left 
high school and enrolled in college. Applicants 
who are enrolled in high school cannot obtain a 
driver’s license if they have been suspended for 
threatening a teacher or other school personnel 
or for possession or sale of drugs or alcohol on 
school property or possession or use of a weapon 
on school property.

An applicant for a Class D license must also 
have completed an approved driver education 
course and must have at least 20 hours of driv-
ing experience supervised by someone at least 21 
years old, including at least six hours at night. 
Applicants who have not completed a driver 
education course must have at least 40 hours of 
supervised driving experience.

Licenses to operate motor vehicles are re-
quired in most foreign countries and all states. 
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Requirements vary from state to state. For ex-
ample, some states require driving tests to be 
performed in traffic. In Georgia, if a road test is 
required, it may be taken on a driving course. The 
age of licensing also varies. As already discussed, 
in Georgia, the minimum age for a learner’s per-
mit is 15; for an intermediate license, 16; and for 
an unrestricted license, 18. Although require-
ments might differ from state to state, a Georgia 
license is valid in all other states, but a learner’s 
permit may not be. A Georgia license is valid in 
some foreign countries but not in others.

At some time, you might move from Georgia 
to live in another state or country. You will then 
have to get a driver’s license in that jurisdiction. 
Similarly, someone moving to Georgia from an-
other state or country must get a Georgia driver’s 
license. In Georgia, the license must be obtained 
within 30 days after moving to the state. An out-
of-state student (who pays nonresident tuition) 
does not have to obtain a Georgia driver’s license, 
however. The student may drive in Georgia with 
a valid license from his or her home state.

Regulating Vehicles and Traffic

CASE OF THE NEW DRIVER, continued 

With her intermediate driver’s license tucked 
in her wallet, Tina turned on the ignition of 
the family’s  car. Walter sat beside her.  Half-
way home, Tina stopped for a red light. After 
a few seconds, Walter said impatiently, “You 
can turn. Don’t you know the rules? Don’t 
you know that you can turn right on red if 
it’s clear?” “There’s a lot to remember,” Tina 
said, embarrassed.

Once you have a license, you may operate 
motor vehicles on the public roads. However, 
more is required than getting behind the wheel 
and turning the key. Every driver must obey 
the laws governing the operation of motor ve-
hicles.

The purpose of traffic laws is to provide rules 
that will allow the safe operation of motor ve-
hicles on streets and highways. The basic goal 

is to prevent more than one vehicle from occu-
pying the same space at the same time. Several 
types of laws apply to operating motor vehicles. 
First, as has been discussed, there are rules and 
regulations that govern the licensing of vehicle 
operators. Second, there are regulations that re-
quire the registering and licensing of the vehi-
cles themselves. Some states have laws requiring 
vehicles to be inspected every year by qualified 
mechanics.

In Georgia, in counties with populations 
greater than 200,000, cars and light trucks have 
to be inspected for emissions control. This re-
quirement is part of a federal program to reduce 
air pollution. The required annual inspection 
includes air pumps, filters, catalytic converters, 
and the level of exhaust emissions.

Various kinds of laws concern vehicles. For 
example, a 1991 bill made it a misdemeanor to 
play a car stereo so loud it can be heard 100 feet 
away. Some people oppose this law. They say 
it limits their freedom of speech. Still another 
Georgia law limits the tinting of motor vehicle 
windows. The law was passed to make it easier 
for police officers to see into vehicles. It was 
opposed by owners who had to replace tinted 
windows at their own expense. Do you think 
that is fair?

There are many rules and regulations that a  
new driver has to remember.
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There are also laws that regulate the actual 
manner of operating motor vehicles. In this state, 
these laws are collectively called the Uniform 
Rules of the Road. They are found in Title 40 of 
the Georgia Code. Among them are laws passed 
to increase the safety of drivers and passengers. 
In 1988, Georgia enacted a law requiring the 
occupant of each front seat of a passenger ve-
hicle to wear a seat belt. A driver can be fined 
for failure to wear a seat belt. Georgia also has 
a law requiring children under four years old to 
be restrained in an approved car seat when rid-
ing in a motor vehicle.

Special safety regulations apply to motor-
cycles. Georgia law requires every motorcycle 
driver and passenger to wear some sort of foot-
wear. They must also wear a safety helmet with 
an eye shield. Although the safety values of these 
requirements are generally accepted, these laws 
have been controversial. The issue is, should the 
decision to wear a helmet or seat belt be left to 
the individual? Or is the safety of individuals 
enough in the public interest for the govern-
ment to require these safety precautions? What 
do you think?

Who Makes the Traffic Laws?
The basic rules of licensing, inspection, and op-
eration of motor vehicles are made by state leg-
islatures. Generally, these rules are adopted by 
city and county governments, and they allow city 
and country police officers to enforce state traffic 
laws. This system builds consistency into the way 
traffic laws are enforced across the state. 

Local governments, however, may regulate 
speed limits on roads within their boundaries—
except on interstate highways. This local control 
explains why one city may have a speed limit of 
30 miles per hour (mph) on its streets and an-
other city may have a 35 mph speed limit. Local 
governments also decide where to put traffic-
regulating devices such as signs and lights.

The federal government also exerts some 
control, usually by setting requirements for fund-
ing. For example, to reduce gasoline usage after 
the petroleum shortage in the early 1970s, it re-

quired states to set a maximum speed limit of 55 
mph or lose federal highway monies. A similar 
kind of pressure was exerted on states to change 
the legal drinking age to 21 years.

Effective July 1, 1996, speed limits were in-
creased to 65 mph and 75 mph on certain high-
ways. Which speed was allowed depended on the 
population in the area. Because there are now 
different speed limits on highways, you must pay 
special attention to posted signs.

State laws are not all alike, but states do try to 
make traffic signs and rules of the road uniform. 
This uniformity helps make travel from one state 
to another safe and easy. Among foreign coun-
tries, there are many differences in traffic reg-
ulations. For example, in England and Japan, 
people drive on the left-hand side of the road.

Penalties for traffic violations also differ in 
other countries. In many countries, the penal-
ties for driving under the influence of alcohol 
or drugs are more severe than in the United 
States. In some countries, your auto may be 
impounded (or seized) if you commit a traffic 
violation.

O n l y  t h e  F a c t s
1. Which of the following are state 

requirements for Class D driver’s 
license applicants? (a) must be at least 
18 years old; (b) must pass a test on 
understanding of official traffic-control 
devices; (c) must pass a test on basic 
car maintenance; (d) must pass a test 
on knowledge of safe driving practices 
and Georgia’s traffic laws; (e) must 
have taken a driver’s education 
course and have 20 hours of super-
vised driving or 40 total hours of 
supervised driving; (f) must take an 
on-the-road driving test; (g) must 
have a high school diploma or the 
equivalent; (h) must have a license to 
drive a motorcycle; and (i) must have 
completed an alcohol and drug 
awareness course. 
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2. To whom does a Class D driver’s li-
cense apply? What driving restrictions 
does this intermediate license put on 
teenagers? 

3. What three types of laws apply to 
the operation of motor vehicles? 

T h i n k  A b o u t
1. Licenses have to be renewed periodi-

cally. Should a person be able to get 
a lifetime license? Should there be a 
maximum as well as a minimum age?

2. “I think the law should require motor-
cycle drivers to wear helmets.” List argu-
ments for and against this statement.

3. Should penalties for violating the seat-
belt law be more severe? If so, what 
should they be?

4. “Rules and regulations for operating 
motor vehicles should be the same in 
all states and countries.” Explain why 
you agree or disagree.

WHEN THERE IS AN ACCIDENT

CASE OF THE NEW DRIVER, continued

Tina and Walter were on a two-lane high-
way near their home. Suddenly, the car in 
front of them slowed down almost to a stop 
as it began turning right. There was no sig-
nal, no brake lights. Tina was too close to 
stop in time.

It was not a hard crash. They were not hurt.
Tina and Walter got out of the car to sur-

vey the damage. The driver of the other car 
was a man about their father’s age, Mr. Elder. 
The rear bumper of his vehicle was bent, 
one taillight was broken, and the trunk was 
sprung open. The right headlight of Tina’s 
car was broken, and the right front fender 
was dented.

Walter said, “I’ll go to one of these houses 
and call the police. Wait here, Tina, and 
don’t move anything.”

When your car hits another car, you must 
stop at the scene of the accident unless there 
is no injury and no property damage. Hit-and-
run driving is a serious crime in all states. In 
Georgia, it can be punished by fine or impris-
onment—even if you didn’t cause the accident. 
If you panic and flee, return to the scene of the 
accident or report to a police station. The pen-
alty may be reduced if you do.

In Georgia, on two-lane streets, the law re-
quires the driver of an auto involved in a colli-
sion to stop his or her vehicle immediately. The 
driver should try to create the least obstruction 
possible for other traffic.

On expressways or multilane highways, the 
same rule holds if there is an injury, death, or 
extensive property damage. If there is not, the 
driver should move the vehicle to a median or 
safety lane. The driver should not move the ve-
hicle, however, if it would further damage the 
vehicle or create a safety hazard.

In any accident, notify the police or sheriff’s 
department at once. Tell them if an ambulance 
is needed. If you are in an accident and it is the 
other person’s fault, that driver may try to per-
suade you that calling the police is not neces-
sary. He or she may offer to pay for the damage 
and suggest that you both deal with the situation 
later. However, the driver may change his or her 
mind or give you false information. It is in your 
best interest to call the police and get a police 
report. If you should hit an unoccupied car, try 
to find the owner. If that’s not possible, leave a 
note with your name and telephone number.

CASE OF THE NEW DRIVER, continued

While they waited, Tina and Mr. Elder 
swapped names, addresses, driver’s license 
numbers, tag numbers, and the names and 
addresses of their insurance companies.

Soon a police officer, Patrick Rolle, arrived. 
After being satisfied that there were no inju-
ries, Officer Rolle asked Tina and Mr. Elder 
for their driver’s licenses. He also asked for 
proof of liability insurance coverage. While 
getting this information, he watched them 
closely. He was looking for signs that either 
was under the influence of alcohol or drugs.
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In the 1980s, public concern about accidents 
and fatalities caused by drunk driving increased. 
As a result, Georgia, like other states, toughened 
its DUI (driving under the influence) laws. The 
legal drinking age was increased from 18 to 21 
years of age. Local laws were passed banning 
“happy hours” or prohibiting open containers 
of alcoholic drinks on public streets. Lawsuit 
decisions made private hosts and bartenders re-
sponsible for accidents caused by persons who 
were unfit to drive when they left the host’s home 
or a bar.

Anyone under 21 years old who is convicted 
of underage possession of alcohol while operat-
ing a motor vehicle may have his or her license 
suspended for 120 days. The license can be re-
instated only after the person completes a DUI 
alcohol and drug awareness program. In addi-
tion, any person under 21 who is convicted of 
attempting to buy alcohol will have his or her 
license suspended for six months for the first of-
fense and for one year for any subsequent con-
victions.

Drivers who are suspected of being under 
the influence of alcohol or drugs will be arrested. 
They will be asked to take a breath analysis or 
blood-alcohol test. A person can refuse. How-
ever, a refusal will result in an automatic suspen-
sion of the driver’s license. On the other hand, 
the field sobriety tests noted in figure 11-1 are 
voluntary. There is no adverse consequence that 
directly stems from refusing to take the tests, but 
a refusal may be used against a person in a sub-
sequent trial for DUI.

Under Georgia law, a person with 0.08 gram 
blood alcohol content is considered to be DUI 
without further evidence. An even lower level 
of 0.02 is set for drivers under the age of 21. If 
a person is convicted of DUI, his or her license 
can be suspended for up to a year for a first of-
fense, up to three years for a second, and entirely 
revoked for a third. In order for a driver’s license 
to be reinstated, the driver must complete an ap-
proved alcohol and drug course and pay a fine. 
Persons convicted of DUI will most likely go 
to jail as well. For a first offense, imprisonment 
could be 10 days to 12 months; for a second of-

fense, 90 days to 12 months; and for a third of-
fense, 120 days to 12 months. In addition, com-
munity service must be completed: 40 hours for 
a first offense and 30 days for any subsequent 
offenses. Fines are as follows: $300–$1,000 for a 
first offense; $600–$1,000 for a second offense, 
and $1,000–$5,000 for any subsequent offenses.

Being convicted of DUI can affect you in 
other ways, too. Your insurance rates will go up. 
It may also be hard to get insurance. Other costs 
in addition to a bail bond fee for release after 
arrest might include a surcharge on the fine or 
charges for reinstating a license, towing a car to 
your home, transportation while your license is 

FIGURE 11-1

If Stopped by a Police Officer

•  When an officer signals you to pull over, slow 
down. Look for the first opportunity to pull off  
safely on the right side of road.

•  Stay inside your car and roll down the window.
•  Step outside only if asked to do so by the officer.  

He or she may check to see if you are under influence 
of drugs or alcohol.

•  If the officer thinks you are under the influence of al-
cohol, he or she may require that you step out of your 
car.  You may then be asked to perform field sobriety 
tests, including walking a line, touching your nose, and 
saying the alphabet. These tests are 100 percent volun-
tary.  You may refuse to submit to them.

•  Provide the officer with your license and proof of 
insurance when asked.

•  Provide the officer with any reason for violating a traf-
fic code after the officer explains why you were pulled 
over.

•  Always be polite. Officers have some discretion in issu-
ing citations.

•  The officer may take your license and issue you a tem-
porary license to ensure that you appear in court.  
The citation should indicate when and where your 
court appearance will be.

•  Never try to flee when an officer attempts to pull you 
over. Doing so will increase penalties against you, in-
cluding the possibility of license suspension. It may also 
result in your being charged with the crime of evading 
a police officer.
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suspended, and enrollment in an alcohol abuse 
prevention program. 

CASE OF THE NEW DRIVER, continued

Officer Rolle asked each driver separately 
to explain how the collision took place. He 
also interviewed Walter as a witness to the 
accident. Then Officer Rolle studied the po-
sitions of the cars. He drew a diagram of the 
accident that showed the skid marks of each 
vehicle. He also looked at the damage done 
to each car.

After his investigation, he had to decide 
whether to charge one or both of the drivers 
with traffic violations. The skid marks indi-
cated that Tina was probably going a little 
too fast. He charged her with operating her 
vehicle too fast for conditions. Officer Rolle 
charged Mr. Elder with making an improper 
turn and having defective brake lights.

Officer Rolle then issued citations to Tina 
and Mr. Elder. The citations directed them 
to appear at traffic court at a specified time 
and date.

After any automobile collision, each driver 
should report the accident to his or her auto-
mobile insurance company as soon as possible. 
If the accident has no investigating officer and 
results in injuries, death, or property damage in 
excess of $500, the driver must file an accident 
report. This report is sent to the Commissioner 
of Public Safety of Georgia.

O n l y  t h e  F a c t s
1. List three things a driver of a vehicle 

should do following an accident.
2. List three observations or items of in-

formation a police officer would make 
or gather at the scene of an accident.

T h i n k  A b o u t
1. Why is “hit-and-run” a serious crime?

2. What do you think penalties should 
be for a DUI, first offense, where 
there are no serious injuries or 
damages? for a DUI, first offense, in 
which several people are killed? Give 
reasons for your answers.

AUTO INSURANCE

CASE OF THE NEW DRIVER, continued

Tina’s parents were glad no one was hurt, 
but they were not exactly pleased about the 
accident. They told Tina to phone the in-
surance company right away. They said the 
insurance company would need to have as 
much information as possible, starting with 
the insurance policy number.

Every person who drives a vehicle in the state 
of Georgia is required to have insurance on that 
motor vehicle. The purpose is to protect people 
who travel on the public roads. In this way, if they 
are involved in an accident, they can be com-
pensated for their loss. Compensation includes 
general and special damages. Special damages 
include payment for medical bills, lost wages, 
and repair of vehicle damage. General damages 
include pain and suffering.

The law requires that each person carry 
proof of insurance and that such proof be shown 
upon request by presenting an insurance card 
that provides the name and address of the com-
pany, the policy number, and the name of the 
insured (“named insured”). What does it mean 
to be a “named insured”? In the case of Tina 
and Walter, Tina was driving her parents’ ve-
hicle. The name of the insured would probably 
be her parents, not Tina specifically. How is it 
that she is covered under her parents’ policy? 
Most insurance policies cover not only the main 
owner or driver of the vehicle but also “insured 
persons,” including resident relatives (relatives 
who live in the same household) and permissive 
users (those given permission to use the vehicle). 
For example, if Tina’s mother owned the vehicle 
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and her sister came to town and drove it, the sis-
ter would be considered a permissive user. She 
would, therefore, also be insured. Thus, if Tina’s 
aunt drives negligently and causes an accident, 
Tina’s mother’s insurance company would cover 
her for her negligent acts. It would also pay any 
claims filed against her.

What about Tina? Well, Tina is certainly a 
resident relative because she lives with her par-
ents. Therefore she is insured under their policy. 
She does not have to go out and get her own in-
surance policy. However, most insurance com-
panies want to know the names of all persons 
who may drive the car. In all likelihood, Tina is 
named on her parents’ policy. In some instances, 
the insurance company will attempt to exclude a 
particular person, like a teenager. It is therefore 
very important to read the insurance policy to see 
if anybody or anything in particular is excluded 
from coverage.

A person who purchases insurance coverage 
may choose, to some extent, the type of cover-
age and the amount of coverage he or she wants 
(see figure 11-2). Types of coverage include the 
following:

• liability—automobile insurance coverage 
that pays damages to other parties for in-
juries or property loss when the insured 
is at fault;

• comprehensive—automobile insurance cov-
erage that pays for damages to the insured 
vehicle when the damage occurs other 
than by collision;

• collision—automobile insurance coverage 
that pays for damage resulting from colli-
sion even when the insured is at fault; and

• uninsured motorist coverage—automobile 
insurance coverage that protects the in-
sured from loss in automobile accidents 
in which the other driver is at fault and 
is uninsured. 

Automobile liability insurance and uninsured 
motorist coverage are required by law, with min-
imum coverage limits of $25,000. A person can 
have more coverage—in fact, as much coverage as 
he or she wants or is willing to pay for. Collision 
insurance is not required, and sometimes people 
with older vehicles choose not to purchase it. 
Other types of coverage may also be optional. 
A declaration page (part of an insurance policy) 
sets forth the type and the amount of coverage 
the person has purchased. Figure 11-3 is an ex-
ample of a declaration page.

However, many people who buy insurance 
do not ask enough questions about it until they 
need to make use of it—usually, not until they get 
into an accident. At that time, they may discover 
that they don’t have enough insurance, particu-
larly in the case of uninsured motorist coverage 
(explained later in this section). 

Liability Coverage
Liability insurance coverage extends to both 
property damage (vehicle and other property) 
and personal injury.

  FIGURE 11-2

  Auto Insurance

  Type of Auto Required by What Does Whom Does Based 
Insurance Georgia Law? It Protect? It Compensate? on Fault?

Liability yes person and property others yes
Collision no property self no
Comprehensive no property self no
Uninsured motorist yes person and property self and passengers yes

Note: Georgia law requires motorcycle operators to have liability insurance. The other types of coverage are not required.
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Personal Injury
The personal injury portion of liability coverage 
provides coverage when the insured person’s 
(usually the driver’s) negligence or fault causes 
an accident in which another party is injured. 
The coverage of the at-fault party (the negligent 
party) is made available to the victim of the ac-
cident. Figure 11-3 shows Tina’s coverage. She 
has $100,000 liability insurance for each person 
but no more than $300,000 for each accident. It 
should be noted that a person who is injured is 
not limited in his or her recovery to the amount 
of insurance available: the injured party may 
also sue the at-fault party for damage over the 
amount of insurance available.

Property Damage 
The liability coverage provided by an insurance 
policy pays for damage to another person’s prop-

erty caused by the insured. Note that Tina’s li-
ability coverage is $50,000. In her collision, Tina 
also badly damaged the other car. The driver of 
that car can make a claim against her for the 
amount of damage done to the car—up to $50,000. 
On the other hand, say Tina drives negligently, 
loses control of her car, and crashes into some-
body’s house. That homeowner’s claim against 
Tina would be covered under this portion of 
Tina’s insurance policy as well.

Collision

If you have collision coverage—and many people 
don’t—your insurance company will pay for the 
damage done to your own auto as a result of a 
collision, even if the accident is your fault. You 
will have to pay the amount you chose as the de-
ductible when you took out your policy (usually 
$100, $250, or $500), but the insurance com-

FIGURE 11-3

Automobile Declaration

INFORMATION ON COVERED VEHICLES

UNIT ST TER YR VEHICLE DESC VIN SYM  CLASS DRVID
00001 GA 001 96 HONDA ACCORD lHGBA5325GA142365  8 886110 00001

**COVERAGE IS PROVIDED ONLY WHERE A LIMIT OF LIABILITY OR PREMIUM IS SHOWN**

 LIMIT OF LIABILITY ($) PREM ($) DED ($)

COVERAGE PERSON / ACCIDENT        UNIT00001

BODILY INJURY 100,000 300,000 153

PROPERTY DAMAGE 50,000  156

MEDICAL PAYMENTS 5,000  42

UNINSURED MTR – BI 100,000 300,000 98

UNINSURED MTR – PD 50,000  6

COMPREHENSIVE (unlimited)  40 100

TOWING & LABOR 25  4

EXTND TRANSPORTATION  15 450

TOTAL UNIT PREMIUMS:   499
 (per six-month period)

Note: All figures represent dollar amounts.
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pany will pay for the remaining amount of the 
loss. A deductible is defined as the amount of 
loss an insured person pays for him- or herself 
when a claim is filed against the insurance he or 
she has.

If you are in an accident and the other person 
is at fault, you have two options. You can have 
your insurance company pay under your policy’s 
collision coverage, or you can try to make the at-
fault party pay. You will probably be reimbursed 
for the loss more quickly if your own insurance 
company pays. If you decide to have your own 
insurance company pay, you will have to pay the 
deductible as previously discussed. However, be-
cause the accident is not your fault, at some point 
you most probably will be reimbursed for the 
deductible by the at-fault party.

Comprehensive
Another type of property damage coverage pro-
tection is called comprehensive coverage. It is 
provided by a person’s own insurance company 
for his or her own vehicle. It covers damage from 
any cause except collision. This coverage would 
include damage to a person’s car from fire, wind, 
water, or other natural causes. It would also pro-
tect the insurance holder if the auto were stolen 
or if a rock flying up from the roadway broke the 
windshield. Comprehensive coverage is not re-
quired under Georgia law. Note that in figure 11-
3, the policy includes comprehensive. The insured 
has unlimited coverage, pays a premium of $40 
every six months, and has a deductible of $100.

Uninsured Motorist Coverage 
Uninsured motorist (UM) coverage is perhaps 
one of the most necessary types of automobile in-
surance. Using Tina as an example, let’s say she is 
driving along when somebody hits her car. Tina 
is rushed to the hospital with a broken arm and 
leg, which require surgery. She has to wear a cast 
for three months and undergo rehabilitation for 
six months. Her medical bills are $60,000.

Tina doesn’t have any health insurance but 
is covered by her mother’s car insurance policy. 

However, the car insurance provides for only 
$5,000 in medical benefits. 

Who will pay for Tina’s medical bills?The 
person who hit her? What if that person car-
ries only the minimum liability limit required in 
Georgia—$25,000? That amount certainly won’t 
be enough to pay for Tina’s medical bills. This 
situation is when Tina’s uninsured motorist cov-
erage comes into play. Because the person who 
hit her is underinsured (not enough insurance), 
Tina will be able to make a claim against her own 
insurance company. The same would be true if 
the person who hit her were uninsured (had no 
insurance at all). 

How much can Tina get from her insurance 
company? She is eligible to receive up to the dif-
ference between her UM coverage and the liabil-
ity coverage of the at-fault driver. Her UM cov-
erage is $100,000/$300,000—in other words, her 
policy will pay up to $100,000 per person hurt 
in an accident but with a maximum of $300,000 
total paid out per accident. Because the other 
person’s liability coverage is $25,000, Tina could 
get up to $75,000 under her UM coverage, more 
than enough to pay for all of her medical bills. 
Of course, she can get no more than the amount 
needed to cover the full amount of her bills.

If you have collision coverage, your insurance 
company will pay for the damage done to 
your own auto in an accident.
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Most people in Georgia carry little UM cov-
erage. Georgia law requires only  $25,000 UM 
coverage.

If Tina had only $25,000 UM coverage, what 
would happen to her? She has $60,000 in medi-
cal bills, and the person who hit her can pay 
$25,000 under his liability policy, leaving a bal-
ance owed of $35,000. Tina’s medical benefits 
will pay $5,000. Her balance is now $30,000. 
How much can she collect from her own insur-
ance company under her UM coverage? Noth-
ing.  She can recover only the difference between 
her UM coverage and the at-fault party’s liability 
amount. She has $25,000 in UM coverage; the 
other party has $25,000 in liability coverage. The 
difference between the two is zero, leaving Tina 
with the $30,000 balance that she’ll have to fig-
ure out how to pay. As in the previous example, 
she could sue the person who hit her. But if the 
person only has $25,000 in coverage and doesn’t 
have a good job, a house, and other property, 
Tina will probably never recover more than the 
$25,000 policy limit. 

Purchasing Auto Insurance
If you own or operate an automobile, you must 
purchase insurance. There are many insurance 
companies doing business in Georgia. The rates 
they charge vary. The rates depend on factors 
such as the applicant’s age, sex, marital status, 
and driving history. They also vary with the type 
of motor vehicle to be insured.

Rates for younger persons, particularly those 
under 21 years, are higher than for the general 
population. They are higher for young men than 
for young women; studies have shown that men 
in this age bracket cause more accidents than do 
women. There is evidence, however, that some 
young people are more likely than other drivers 
to be safe. Therefore some insurance compa-
nies reduce rates somewhat for young drivers 
who have, for example, taken driver’s education 
courses or who make good grades. As long as ac-
cident statistics show young drivers cause a large 
proportion of accidents, the high insurance rates 
are likely to prevail.

The dollar amounts of coverage will also af-
fect the rates charged. As mentioned earlier, a 
person may elect to have a large amount of cov-
erage, but the insurance costs will be high, too. 
The type of coverage also will affect the cost. 
For example, a person may choose to have full 
coverage, including liability, collision, compre-
hensive, and uninsured motorist coverage. Such 
a policy would cost more than one with just the 
required liability coverage.

O n l y  t h e  F a c t s
1. What types of auto insurance are 

required in Georgia?
2. What types protect you against the 

costly effects of your own negligence?
3. What types of auto insurance cover 

property damage?
4. Why is it so important to have ad-

equate uninsured motorist coverage?

T h i n k  A b o u t
1. Why do you think the state requires 

that people have liability but not colli-
sion insurance?

2. Should a driver pay for uninsured mo-
torist coverage because other drivers 
aren’t properly covered? Does that 
seem fair? Why or why not?

GOING TO TRAFFIC COURT

Most traffic violations are misdemeanors. Mis-
demeanors are less serious crimes than felonies. 
In Georgia, traffic misdemeanors may be han-
dled by the county probate court, state court, 
magistrate court, juvenile court, or a municipal 
court.

Drivers younger than 16 have their cases 
heard in juvenile court. The driver’s parents and/
or any witnesses he or she wishes to call may be 
present. As in adult court, the police officer may 
give evidence. The driver (or his or her attorney) 
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may cross-examine the witnesses. Penalties for a 
misdemeanor traffic offense for a juvenile may 
be a reprimand, suspension of driver’s license, 
requirement to attend traffic school, and/or a 
fine. More serious traffic offenses are treated as 
delinquent acts, and the consequences can be 
significantly more serious.

CASE OF THE NEW DRIVER, continued

Tina reported to traffic court at the time in-
dicated on her summons. She saw Mr. Elder 
there. The room was crowded with people 
charged with traffic offenses. Judge Rhodes 
sat at the front of the court. There was no 
jury.

Each case was called in turn. First, the 
judge called the name of the person charged 
with the violation. Then he gave the charge(s) 
against him or her. He asked if the person  
understood the charges.

When called, Tina pleaded not guilty to 
driving too fast for conditions. She told the 
judge the speed limit was 40 mph on the 
road where the accident occurred and that 
she was going only 35 mph.

She called Walter as a witness. Walter said 
that he was a passenger in the car. He said 
he was watching closely because Tina had 
just gotten her license. He confirmed that 
she was going 35 mph.

The judge asked Tina about weather con-
ditions and traffic congestion at the time of 
the accident.

Judge Rhodes also called upon the inves-
tigating officer. Officer Rolle said the skid 
marks at the scene of the accident indicated 
that Tina was driving too fast to avoid the 
collision.

Many people plead guilty to traffic offenses 
even if they think they are innocent because the 
courts will often accept the testimony of the ar-
resting officer without proof to the contrary. 
Without witnesses, such proof may be impos-
sible to obtain. Admissions of guilt become part 
of a person’s driving record.

If a person pleads or is found guilty, the pen-
alty depends on the offense. It also depends on 
whether or not the person has any past criminal 
or traffic violation record. The judge can require 
a fine or levy a jail sentence. In addition, depend-
ing on the offense, the Department of Public 
Safety (which regulates licenses) may suspend 
or revoke the person’s license (see figure 11-4). 
Some traffic court judges require guilty drivers 
to attend driver training classes, or they may re-
quire drug and alcohol abuse education classes. 
In some states, a driver does not have to appear 
in court if he or she pleads guilty. The driver can 
simply mail in the fine charged for the offense.

FIGURE 11-4

When Can a Driver’s License Be Taken Away?

A driver’s license will be suspended when the driver 
• is convicted of a homicide while operating a vehicle.

• fraudulently applies for or uses a driver’s license.

• races on the highways.

• attempts to flee by car from a police officer.

•  commits a “hit-and-run” or leaves the scene of an ac-
cident.

• fails to pay for gasoline on two or more occasions.

•  fails to appear in traffic court at the appointed time 
and date for any offense other than a parking violation.

•  refuses to take a blood, breath, or chemical test to 
determine if he or she is driving under the influence of 
alcohol. (The license will be automatically suspended 
but will be returned if the driver is found not guilty.)

•  accumulates 15 or more points (see figure 11-5) in 24 
months, unless the driver takes a driver training class 
and reduces the number of points.

•  operates a motor vehicle while under the influence of 
drugs or alcohol.

•  is convicted of certain drug offenses even if the driver 
wasn’t under the influence of drugs while driving.

•  fails to comply with a court order mandating that he 
or she pay child support.

•  is convicted of driving without insurance.

•  is under 21 and is convicted of reckless driving  
(in which case, his or her license will be revoked).
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Every time a driver is convicted of violating 
traffic laws, he or she is assigned points. These 
points are recorded in that person’s driving rec-
ord (see figure 11-5). If a driver accumulates a 
total of 15 or more points during any 24-month 
period, his or her license will be suspended or 
revoked. The 1997 Georgia driver responsibility 
legislation set stiffer penalties for young drivers. 
Drivers under 21 may have their licenses sus-
pended for any of the offenses in figure 11-5 that 
earn four or more points, and drivers under 18 
may have their licenses suspended for accumu-
lating 4 or more points during any 12-month 
period.

Decisions of traffic courts can be appealed to 
the superior courts. Usually, however, the costs 
of appeal by far cancel out the possible advan-
tages, especially where misdemeanor offenses 
are concerned. 

CASE OF THE NEW DRIVER, concluded

Judge Rhodes told Tina that even though she 
was driving below the posted speed limit, she 
was still required to adjust her speed to the 
condition of the road. He found her guilty 
and fined her $20. Mr. Elder pleaded guilty 
to making an improper turn and having no 
brake lights. He was fined $15 and had three 
points added to his driving record.

Felony Traffic Offenses
The three most common traffic violations that 
can result in felony charges are vehicular homi-
cide, serious injury by vehicle, and habitual vio-
lator. These felonies are tried in a superior court 
in Georgia, as are all other felonies.

Vehicular homicide involves a situation in 
which a person is killed by an auto. The driver 
at fault may have been driving under the influ-
ence of alcohol or drugs, driving recklessly, or 
fleeing from police officers. This offense is usu-
ally a felony and in most cases carries a penalty 
of 2 to 10 years in prison.

Serious injury by vehicle also occurs when 
a driver injures another person while violating 
DUI or reckless driving laws. A serious injury 

would be loss of use of any part of the body, in-
cluding brain damage. This violation of law is 
considered a felony and carries a penalty of 1 to 
15 years in prison.

A number of acts can cause a driver to be 
classified as a habitual violator by the Depart-
ment of Public Safety. A person is declared a 
habitual violator if he or she commits three of-
fenses during a five-year period consisting of any 
combination of certain serious offenses or DUIs. 
A habitual violator may have his or her license 
revoked for five years. He or she can also receive 
one to five years in prison and/or a fine of not 
less than $1,000.

After being charged with a traffic violation, a 
driver must decide whether an attorney is needed 
to assist in the defense of the charge. Many per-
sons attend traffic court on misdemeanor traffic 
offenses without having an attorney. However, 
very few attend court without an attorney when 
they are charged with felony traffic offenses.

FIGURE 11-5

Traffic Violations and Points in Georgia

•  reckless driving—4 points

• unlawful passing of a school bus—6 points

• improper passing on a hill or curve—4 points

•   exceeding the speed limit by more than 14 miles per 
hour but less than 19 miles per hour—2 points

•  exceeding the speed limit by 19 or more miles per 
hour but less than 24 miles per hour—3 points

•  exceeding the speed limit by 24 or more miles per 
hour but less than 34 miles per hour—4 points

•  exceeding the speed limit by 34 or more miles per 
hour—6 points

•  failure to obey a traffic control device or traffic officer—  
3 points

•  all other moving violations—3 points

•  possessing an open container of alcoholic beverage 
while driving—2 points

Note: Once in every five-year period, a driver can have his or her 
point record reduced by 7 points if he or she completes a driver 
education course.
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O n l y  t h e  F a c t s
1. What courts in Georgia can try traffic 

misdemeanors? What court in your 
community tries traffic misdemeanors?

2. Jennifer is found guilty of reckless 
driving four times in two years.  
What may happen to her?

3. What kinds of traffic offenses are 
felonies rather than misdemeanors?

T h i n k  A b o u t
1. If people want to plead guilty to 

traffic offenses, should their cases 
be handled outside court? State an 
advantage and a disadvantage.

2. Some people believe that the penal-
ties for vehicular homicide or habitual 
violators are too mild. What do you 
think and why?

3. What do you think about the pen-
alties given to Tina and Mr. Elder? 
Were they fair?

SUMMING UP

The development of the automobile has resulted 
in a complex network of laws. In this chapter, 
you have learned about the rules and regula-
tions that govern the use of motor vehicles. You 
now know about the different types of driver’s 
licenses, how traffic laws are made and enforced, 
what happens when there is an accident, and 
the various kinds of insurance and their impor-
tance. Governments in different countries and 
states respond differently to issues having to do 
with the operation of motor vehicles and driver 
safety. As with so many laws, those to do with 
the operation of motor vehicles ultimately re-
flect societal changes.

Driving under the influ-
ence (DUI) is the cause 
of many serious traffic 
accidents. How has the 
government responded 
to public concern about 
this issue?




