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New Resources For CTAE Teachers

The LRE Program is now offering GPS-correlated resources for teachers in 
the Middle School Business & Computer Science; High School Business & 
Computer Science; and High School Public Safety Program Concentrations. 

Our one-day workshop on “Using Law-Related Education to Meet the Georgia 
Performance Standards in the Business Classroom” covers the differences between 
criminal and civil law, the law of torts, business crimes, the structure of the federal and 
Georgia court systems, civil procedure, trademarks and conflict resolution. Participants 
explore a variety of teaching strategies, including a mock trial, and receive free lesson 
plans and other classroom-ready resources, including a copy of our textbook, An 
Introduction to Law in Georgia, and its accompanying teacher’s manual. A similar 
workshop for public safety teachers is in the works. We have also added new law 
lessons to the Journey Through Justice field trip program. Business students can 

(continued on page 2)

The LRE Circuit Going Paperless
This is the final paper issue of The LRE Circuit. Beginning with our next issue, 

The LRE Circuit will be available in electronic format only and will be posted 
on the LRE Program’s website at www.gabar.org/law-related_education. This 

will enable us to expand the newsletter’s content, as we will no longer be constrained 
by the costs of printing and mailing. We will also e-mail the newsletter to subscribers 
for whom we have an e-mail address, but we need your help. If you received this issue 
by mail, your e-mail address is not in our database, so if you would like to continue 
receiving The LRE Circuit, please send your e-mail address to deborahcc@gabar.org. 
Please include “Newsletter Database” in the subject line of your e-mail.

www.gabar.org/law-related_education

News Flash: School Strip Searches

On June 25, the U.S. Supreme Court issued its decision in Safford Unified 
School District No. 1. v. Redding. The issue was “whether a 13-year-old 
student’s Fourth Amendment right was violated when she was subjected to 

a search of her bra and underpants by school officials acting on reasonable suspicion 
that she had brought forbidden prescription and over-the-counter drugs to school.” By 
a vote of eight to one, with Justice Clarence Thomas the sole dissenter, the Court held 
that this strip search was unreasonable “because there were no reasons to suspect the 
drugs presented a danger or were concealed in her underwear”; the Court did not hold 
that the Fourth Amendment proscribes all student strip searches.
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learn about environmental law, business crimes or 
intellectual property, while public safety students can 
grapple with search and seizure and criminal defenses. 

Finally, the LRE Program will help CTAE teachers find 
lesson plans and guest speakers.

Many of you have had the opportunity to bring 
students to the State Bar of Georgia for a 
Journey Through Justice, our free interactive field 

trip for students in grades 3-12. During Journey Through 
Justice, students learn about President Woodrow Wilson 
from his second wife, Edith Galt Wilson; take a law lesson 
from an experienced attorney or teacher docent; put on a 
mock trial in a fully-functioning courtroom; and tour the 
Museum of Law. Last year, more than 4,200 students took 
a Journey Through Justice, and we expect to see more than 
6,000 students this year.

The LRE Program offers transportation assistance to 
schools traveling more than 100 miles to come to the 

traditional Journey Through Justice, but some schools are 
still unable to make the trip to downtown Atlanta. For those 
schools, we now offer Journey Through Justice “On The 
Road.”  We will come to any Georgia school to present 
the Edith Wilson role play, teach a law lesson and/or put 
on a mock trial. As is the case with the traditional Journey 
Through Justice, Journey Through Justice “On The 
Road” is booked on a first-come, first-served basis. There 
are a few remaining dates available for 2009-10, and we 
are already accepting reservations for 2010-11, so book 
your Journey Through Justice or Journey Through Justice 
“On The Road” now!

The Georgia Performance Standards ask business 
and computer science students to “[e]xplain relevant 
government regulations relating to the operation of a 

business” (MKT-EN-2), including those that “apply to the 
environment and energy” (BCS-LEB-12). Environmental 
law is that area of the law dealing with the maintenance and 
protection of the environment; the various environmental 
laws and regulations regulate harmful activities, require 
the clean-up of pollution, protect natural resources and 
wildlife, regulate land use and development and ensure 
that governmental agencies consider environmental factors 
before engaging in construction or other activities which 
may significantly affect the environment.

The study of environmental law provides a wonderful 
opportunity for cross-curricular activities with science and 
math. Here are some resources to get you started:
• Environmental Education in Georgia, 

www.eeingeorgia.org: Look here for lesson plans, field 
trips and more.

• Southern Environmental Law Center, 
www.southernenvironment.org: Check the 
“Publications” page for reports on Supreme Court 
cases interpreting the Clean Water Act, issues related 
to coal waste and water management and the impact of 
development on Georgia’s marshes.

• GreenLaw, www.green-law.org: Learn about air and 
water pollution in Georgia and the environmental 
justice movement.

• U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, 
www.epa.gov/teachers: The EPA has collected websites 
and documents on every environmental issue imaginable. 
Search the site for the Sector Notebooks, which look 
at all of the environmental issues affecting particular 
industries (such as agricultural crop and livestock 
production, drycleaning, health care and printing)–a 
great resource for industry-specific case studies.

• Small Business Environmental Home Page, 
www.smallbiz-enviroweb.org: The “one stop shop” 

(continued on page 3)
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As promised in the Spring 2008 issue of The 
LRE Circuit, the GPS correlations for the 
lesson plans in Foundations in LRE: Grades 

4-7 are now available in pdf format on our website, at 
www.gabar.org/public/pdf/LRE/GPS_Correlations.pdf.

GPS Correlations for Foundations in 
LRE: Grades 4-7 Now Available

Resource Center: Environmental Law continued
for small businesses trying to comply with a variety of 
federal and state environmental laws.

• Georgia Department of Natural Resources 
Environmental Protection Division, www.gaepd.org: 
The EPD administers 26 state environmental laws, 
in addition to programs under the federal Clean Air 
and Clean Water Acts, Safe Drinking Water Act and 
Resource Conservation and Recovery Act.

• EHP Science Education Program, 
www.ehponline.org/science-ed-new: Go to the 

“Download” page for dozens of lesson plans on 
environmental health issues.

• EnviroHealth Connections, 
www.thinkport.org/classroom/connections/default.tp: 
More lesson plans and activities to help students 
explore the relationship between the environment and 
human health. Register for free to use tools to design 
student activities, customize lesson plans and create 
technology-enhanced projects.

• “Your enthusiasm and knowledge of Georgia law is 
inspiring. I feel better prepared to teach my students!”

• “One of the most useful workshops I’ve been in.”

• “This would be an ideal PLU course for teachers.  
Extremely informative.”

• “I’m delighted I picked this workshop.”

• “This workshop exceeded my expectations in every way!”

• “Great ideas on talking about rules and why we have 
them!  Will use this at beginning of school!”

Hear What Teachers Are Saying About Our 
Free Workshops
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Students Love Journey Through Justice
• “The class on Criminal Law was such fun that I can 

hardly wait to come again. Waiting until next school year 
is going to be a challenge.” (Homeschool Fellowship)

• “I enjoyed coming to the State Bar and learning 
something new. Most importantly you have opened doors 
to students that want to be in law business. You have 
inspired us to be what we want to be, so thank you so 
much.” (Westminster Odyssey Program)

• “The field trip to the Georgia State Bar was very fun 
and exciting. I believe that this was a one in a million 
lifetime experience and I will not regret it.” (Rockdale 
County High School)

• “We loved the field trip, and we learned so much about 
law. . . . You made it fun for us to learn.” (Mt. Bethel 
Elementary School)
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Attendees at our workshops for teachers in grades K-8 have enjoyed using poetry to teach their students about 
Georgia’s Jim Crow laws. Thanks to Karen Metasavage from Muscogee Elementary School, who submitted this 
poem at a workshop sponsored by Chattahoochee-Flint RESA:

“Dead and Deader”
Side by side, and six feet down
Pile on the dirt and pat down the mound.
Too different to be together at school, work or play.
But we’re both dead at the end of this day.
Can’t see no more color or fear or hate.
Will there be two St. Peters standing at the gate?
Is there a difference between heavens–black and white, I wonder?
While we lay here–six feet under.

Teaching Jim Crow Through Poetry


