
Team Georgia is Runner-Up at Nationals! 
 Following only 
four and a half weeks of 
preparation time this 
spring, the mock trial 
team from Henry W. Grady 
High School in Atlanta 
represented the Georgia 
High School Mock Trial 
Committee extremely well 
in the 28th annual Na-
tional High School Mock 
Trial Championship on 
May 4th and 5th in Albu-
querque, New Mexico, 
placing 2nd in the nation. 
The national case this 

year was a criminal problem, United States v. Rawley Winsor.  The case was based on the 
2003 Tony Hillerman novel, The Sinister Pig.   

 

During the national competition rounds, a former U.S. Representative from New Mex-
ico, Rawley Winsor, stood trial for solicitation of murder in the death of former Marine and 
field officer with the Intelligence Operations Division of the Department of Homeland Security, 
Carl Mankin.  The accused trigger-person, Budge DeBaca, not only claimed that Winsor hired 
him/her to kill Mankin, but also accused Winsor of being involved in a scheme with a New 
Mexico energy company, CH4, to siphon off millions of cubic meters of natural gas.   CH4 was 
accused of not reporting the correct amount of gas extracted to the Bureau of Indian Affairs 
and therefore tens of millions of dollars of royalties were never paid to the Jicarilla Apache 
tribe. 

 

 During the preliminary rounds of the national tournament this year, the Georgia team 
competed against Massachusetts in the 1st round and won, South Carolina in the 2nd round 
and won, Indiana in the 3rd round and won and Washington in the 4th round and won, earn-
ing the team a 4-0 preliminary round win-loss record.  The Grady team was announced as one 
of the two finalist teams on Saturday afternoon, May 5th, outside the United States District 
Courthouseand competed brilliantly in the final round. The team from the Albuquerque Acad-
emy (New Mexico) won the national title. The Grady team and coaches, are pictured above 
with their tournament trophy. 
 

 The 2012 Grady mock trial team members are Abena Amoakuh, Christopher Brown, 
Jasmine Burnett, J.D. Capelouto, Kyle Cobb, Kenny Cochran, Michael Dillard, Orli Hendler, 
Atiana Johnson, Archie Kinnane, Nally Kinnane, Griffin Kish, Brandon Kleber, Shaun Kleber, 
Troy Kleber, Olivia Kleinman, Madeline Lansing, Ciena Leshley, Elizabeth McGlamry, Quinn 
Mulholland, Olivia Volkert, Josh Weinstock and Alix Youngblood.  The team teacher coach is 
Brian Leahy.  The team attorney coaches are Carl Gebo, Elizabeth Campbell, Crystal Gente-
man, Trinh Huynh, and Cecily McLeod.  

May 14, 2012 
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Mock Trial  
Dates to  

Remember: 
 

Early August—
Mock Trial Office 
opens for 2013 
season 

13 August—Team 
registration be-
gins 

7 September—
Law Academy ap-
plications and de-
posits due 

28  September—
Law Academy  
tuition final pay-
ment deadline 

1 October—Early 
Team registration 
(postmark) dead-
line 

4-7 October—Law 
Academy (Athens) 

1 November—Late 
team registration 
(postmark) dead-
line 

1 November—
2013 Rules 
posted to website 

1 November—
2013 civil case 
release date 

Georgia 
Mock Trial Briefs 
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A Message from Our Chair 
By Jon Setzer,  Chair, Georgia High School Mock Trial Committee 
 

 As the 2011-2012 High School Mock Trial Committee Chair, it is 
my pleasure to write to you about the wonderful year that we've had.  It's 
been a year of change and a year of success.  When I agreed to become 
involved with mock trial leadership at Law Academy in fall 2010, I had 
no idea the changes that would take place during my year as chairper-
son.  Law Academy continues to be a big part of kicking off the mock trial 
season at the University of Georgia School of Law each fall, and this year 
was no different.  This year Law Academy was well attended, with 54stu-
dents from many different mock trial teams across the state. 
 

 Since 2009, I have been involved with mock trial as an evaluator 
in my home region in Gwinnett County and at the State Finals.  This year, 
I had the opportunity to evaluate at the National High School Mock Trial 
Championship in Albuquerque, New Mexico.  While I was there, I sat 
nervously at the awards gala as the hosts counted down the top ten 
teams.  Knowing that our state champion, Henry W. Grady High School, 
had participated in the championship round, it was only a matter of 
learning whether Georgia would have a fifth national champion.  I have 
to admit that I experienced momentary disappointment when Georgia was announced as the National Runner-Up 
instead of the National Champion team, but that distinction is truly something in which the Georgia Mock Trial 
Committee can have immense pride.  I hope you share that feeling with me. 
 

 That feeling of pride is made even stronger by how rigorous the test is to make it to the national competi-
tion from Georgia.  This year, we had 19 teams competing in the State Finals in Lawrenceville.  That number makes 
it the largest tournament in our history.  Georgia has held a statewide competition every year since 1988, and 
every year, Justice George Carley has been a part of that competition.  Now that Justice Carley has decided to retire 
from the Georgia Supreme Court, it was only fitting that this year, we announced that the state championship tro-
phy was to be dedicated to him, and renamed in his honor. 
  

 I was fortunate enough to be able to participate in mock trial while I was a law student at Emory, but as Jus-
tice Carley will tell you, there is nothing quite like high school mock trial.  For students who are just beginning to 
find their way, mock trial can teach things that few other extracurricular activities can.  Sure, the students learn 
teamwork, camaraderie, discipline, and a diligent work ethic, but the ability to think on one's feet, to adapt in a 
competitive setting, and to interact with a professional community such as the State Bar of Georgia are tools that 
few, if any other activities can provide.  It is a wonderful sight to behold when you are able to see the students de-
velop these skills.  Some of these students will become fellow members of the Bar one day, but many will not.  They 
will instead go on to do great things in other fields.  But, the skills they've developed through mock trial will help 
make them great in those fields. 
 

 Change is sometimes difficult, and this mock trial season has brought with it much change.  Not only is Jus-
tice Carley retiring from the bench, but next year we will have a new state coordinator.  Stacy Rieke has been with 
the Georgia mock trial program for sixteen years and for the last eleven she has served as state coordinator, and 
without her, the program would be nowhere near what it is today.  I am indebted to her in many ways, and I will 
miss her as she pursues other interests.  In fact, without her, I wouldn't be the chairperson, because she asked me 
to become involved in leadership at Law Academy.  Peggy Caldwell is also retiring, and with all those people going 
their separate ways, we searched for new leadership, and found it in Michael Nixon, who will be joining us as state 
coordinator beginning in August.  Please join me in welcoming him as we seek even more growth and improvement 
in the future. 
 

 Two of my biggest goals for this past season were to increase involvement in mock trial from the Young 
Lawyers Division, of which high school mock trial is a project, and to continue increasing the visibility of mock trial 
outside the Atlanta area, particularly among evaluators.  While next year will really show the fruits of my goals, they 
are not goals that only I want to accomplish.  They are goals that will make our program stronger than it already is, 
and soon enough, bring home that fifth National Championship. 

Jon W. Setzer is an attorney in the 
Gwinnett County District Attorney’s 
Office in Lawrenceville.  He has vol-
unteered with the GHSMTC in many 

different capacities since 2009. 



New State Coordinator Named 

 Michael Nixon has been named the new State Coordinator for 
the Georgia High School Mock Trial Competition and is the third state 
coordinator in the program’s 24+ year history.  Founding Coordinator 
Philip Newton (former teacher coach at North Clayton HS in Clayton 
County) started the program as a class project in 1983 and served as 
statewide coordinator from 1987 through 2000.  Stacy Rieke (former 
teacher coach at Riverdale HS in Clayton County) has served as state 
coordinator since the 2001 season.   
 

 Mr. Nixon is the teacher coach for the Walton High School mock 
trial team in Marietta (Cobb County Public Schools).  He received his 
B.A. in Political Science with a minor in History at the University of Iowa 
(Iowa City, IA) and his M.Ed. at the University of Georgia (Athens).  He 
taught at Carver Junior High School in Spartanburg, South Carolina for 
one year before joining the faculty at Walton High School in 2001.   Mr. 
Nixon founded the mock trial team at Walton in 2003 and has served 
as the teacher coach every year since.  He led the Walton team to five 
regional titles in 2003, 2007, 2008, 2009 and 2010.  He also served 
as the co-sponsor of the Walton Model U.N. team from 2002 through 
2009 and is the current chair of the Walton Governance Council, the 
local school council which gives stakeholders including faculty, students 
and community members, input into local school decisions.   
 

 Mr. Nixon and his wife, Emily, live with their two children, Rachel 
(5)  and Jackson (2), in Cherokee County.  He has had a long interest in 
the law, even considering law school before becoming a teacher.  His 

special area of interest is constitutional law and is a bit of a news junkie who likes to follow current events at all 
levels.  He’s  a college football fan, both in the Big Ten 
and the SEC, and a NASCAR fan, but not much of a 
dedicated music fan.  He also enjoys DIY projects 
around the house and has a list of to-dos and dreams a 
few years long. 
 

 About the program, Mr. Nixon has said, “I have 
been able to see the huge impact mock trial has had 
on students over the past 10 years I have been in-
volved with the program at a single school.  It is always 
amazing me how participating in something like this 
can really change the way a student sees themselves 
and grows personally and academically.  An important 
part of our future society is shaped by the experiences 
and successes in the Mock Trial program and I have 
been proud to be a part of it as a teacher coach.”  On 
becoming coordinator, he stated, “I am excited to have 
the opportunity to be lead the Georgia Mock Trial pro-
gram at the state level.  With a program as successful 
as Georgia’s, I hope to help continue the legacy that 
GHSMT has built around the state and at the national 
level.  Likewise, I hope to build upon the incredible suc-
cess and leadership that Stacy Rieke has been provid-
ing the program for the past 11 years.  As a state program, we have a long history of many successful individuals 
and schools and I look forward to developing these experiences to more students around the state of Georgia.”   
 

 Mr. Nixon will assume full-time coordinator duties when the mock trial office re-opens for the 2013 season 
in early August 2012.  
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Mr. Nixon is pictured between competition rounds with 
Walton team member Annie Wang during the 2007 
GHSMTC State Finals Competition in Lawrenceville. 

Michael Nixon 
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Justice George H. Carley Honored 
By Stephanie Kirijan, President, Young Lawyers 
Division of the State Bar of Georgia 
 
 As President of the Young Lawyers Divi-
sion (YLD) of the State Bar of Georgia, I have the 
privilege to publicly thank Justice George H. Car-
ley his work with organization.  Pending his retire-
ment, Justice Carley has reminded me that it is 
“unnecessary to honor him because he gets 
more of out of his work with the YLD than he can 
contribute.”  But for more than three decades, 
Justice Carley has committed to supporting the 
YLD.  I can think of no other judge who has given 
more to generations of young lawyers than he 
has and that is to be celebrated.  
 
 Justice Carley has a storied legal career 
and will be the first in Georgia history to serve as 
Presiding Judge and Chief Judge of the Court of 
Appeals of Georgia, as well as Presiding Justice 
and Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Geor-
gia.  He has achieved this level of success 
through his effective management of the courts 
and his unquestionable character. Justice Carley 
deserves our gratitude for his lifelong service to 
our great state. 
 

 Justice Carley was appointed to the appellate bench in 1979.  He has been actively engaged with the YLD 
for much of his judicial career, most notably with the YLD officers swearing in and the High School Mock Trial Pro-
gram (HSMT).  Justice Carley’s dedication to young lawyers and service to our organization is unmatched.    
  
 When Chief Justice Carley administers his last oath to YLD officers at the annual meeting in Savannah this 
June, it will mark his 20th year serving in this role.  The YLD gets a touch of Justice Carley’s humor at this ceremony.  
His unique oath reminds YLD officers “to work hard, without taking ourselves too seriously.”  He has taken an inter-
est in the success of all the YLD Presidents he has shepherded through the organization.  I am personally grateful 
for the relationship I have developed with Justice Carley, and I know many past presidents and young lawyers have 
the same fondness for him. 
 
 Justice Carley has served the YLD as a special consultant for the HSMT program since 1989.  Before that, 
he judged the first state finals of the program.  Justice Carley sat on the National High School Mock Trial Champion-
ship Board of Directors until last year, earning recognition for his service there.  He is committed to the success of 
the HSMT program and expects the same competence and preparation of the volunteers as he gives to the pro-
gram - and all else that he does.  His leadership by example helps make the competition a success. Justice Carley 
asks the YLD officers swear to “volunteer to personally participate in the state competition as judge, evaluator, bail-
iff or general flunky.”  Although humorous, this line reveals the respect that Justice Carley has for HSMT volunteers.  
It does not matter how large or small the role in the competition, every participant is a valued member of the team.  
And with his strong sense of civility, Justice Carley treats people that way in all of his interactions, in the legal com-
munity and elsewhere. 
 
 Justice Carley does not seek out recognition or accolades, but leads with a quiet confidence.  I am honored 
to thank him on behalf of the YLD for his service.   

Justice George Carley (middle), Stephanie Kirijan (left) and GHSMTC 
Chair Jon Setzer (right) after the State Champion gavel was renamed 
the “Chief Justice George H. Carley State Champion Gavel”  and re-

dedicated during the closing ceremony of the 2012 State Finals 
tournament on Sunday, 18 March at the Gwinnett Justice Center in 

Lawrenceville. 



2012 Georgia Mock Trial Competition Results 
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High School Mock Trial Region Regional Champion Team and Coaches 

1 (Albany) Lowndes County High School, Valdosta 
Teacher Coaches: Bobby Wilson, Leanne McCall; Attorney Coaches: Converse Bright, 

Wade Krueger, Gary Moser, Byron Watson 
2 (Athens) Athens Academy, Athens 

Teacher Coach: Alan Hickerson; Attorney Coaches:  
Ernie Harris, Arthur Archibald, Chris Conley, David Ellison 

3 (Atlanta) Henry W. Grady High School, Atlanta 
Teacher Coach: Brian Leahy; Attorney Coaches: Carl Gebo, Elizabeth Campbell,  

Crystal Genteman, Trinh Huynh, Cecily McLeod 

5 (Cartersville) Woodland High School, Cartersville 
Teacher Coaches: Catherine Johnson, Valerie Robinson; Attorney Coach: Samir Patel 

6 (Dalton) Union County High School, Blairsville 
Teacher Coaches: Amy Payne, Brett Chatham; Attorney Coaches: Judge Murphy 

Miller, Mark F. Dehler, L. Beth Martin 

7 (Decatur) Northview High School, Duluth 
Teacher Coaches: Elizabeth Lake, Jason Weinberger; Attorney Coaches: Paul 

Dietrick, Jennifer Green, James G. Stewart 
8 (Jonesboro) Jonesboro High School, Jonesboro 

Teacher Coaches: Anna Cox, Andrew Cox; Attorney Coaches: Judge John Carbo, 
Judge Deborah Benefield, Tasha Mosley, Katie Powers, Karen Smith  

9 (Lawrenceville) Wesleyan School, Norcross 
Teacher Coaches: Jo Ann McCauley, Adrienne Christian, Philip Hart; Attorney 

Coaches: Chris Brasher, Alan Briskin, Emory Potter, Elizabeth Satterfield, Rob Waller 

10 (Macon) Middle Georgia Christian Homeschool Association  
(MGCHSA), Macon 

Teacher Coaches: Richard Ricks, Joy Goodman; Attorney Coach: Thomas Peter Allen, 
III 

11 (Marietta) Mt. Paran Christian School, Kennesaw 
Teacher Coach: Amy Schwan; Attorney Coaches: Cindi Yeager, Aurieanne Sneed, 

Jamie Wingler, Monica Wingler 
12 (McDonough) Eagle’s Landing High School, McDonough 

Teacher Coach: Barbara Rosolino; Attorney Coaches: Pandora Palmer, Katherine 
Fagan, R. Brian Strickland, Elizabeth M. Pool 

13 (Douglasville) Christian Home Educators Encouragement &  
Resources (CHEER), Alpharetta 

Teacher Coach: Jeannie Fulbright; Attorney Coaches: Jeffrey  
Fulbright, Albert Norton 

14 (Savannah) Pierce County High School, Blackshear 
Teacher Coach: Anna Lewis; Attorney Coach: M. Adam Ferrell 

15 (Covington) Sandy Creek High School, Tyrone 
Teacher Coach: Chris Cannon; Attorney Coaches: Serena Sparks, Amber Robinson, 

Cindy Manning, Jeff Hood 
16 (Atlanta) Atlanta International School, Atlanta 

Teacher Coaches: Jennifer Ruppel, Stacey Milhollin; Attorney Coaches: Deb Sudbury, 
Nicole Cook, Steve Gottlieb, Melinda Wharton 

17 (Cumming) North Forsyth High School, Cumming 
Teacher Coaches: Kathy Vail, Annaliza Thomas (community coach); Attorney 

Coaches: Frank Hamilton, Ryan Klee, Eric D. Stolze, Ellie Lauren Terry, John Terry 
18 (Augusta) Greenbrier High School, Evans 

Teacher Coach: Natalie Brody; Attorney Coaches: Portland Jaye Downing  
Campanaro, Alex Brown, Courtney Wingate 

Southern Wildcard—Region 8 (Jonesboro) Riverdale High School, Riverdale 
Teacher Coach: Anthony Jackson; Attorney Coaches: Thea A. Nanton-Persaud,  

Kennita Haley 

Northern Wildcard—Region 15 (Covington) Eastside High School, Covington 
Teacher Coaches: Tyler Smith, Monique Mitchell; Attorney Coaches: Anthony Carter, 

Maria Banjo, Marie Green 



Four-Year Team Members 

 The following students participated as a member of their 
school’s mock trial team through all four years of their high school 
career (2009-2012 mock trial seasons).  We congratulate these 
dedicated students and wish them all the best as they graduate 
from high school this year and move into the next phase of their 
lives. 
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Carson Aft, Southeast Whitfield High School 
Caitlyn Arnold, Pierce County High School 

Trevor Banarsi, Shiloh High School 
Harle Barnett, Pierce County High School 

Sarah Bennett, The Walker School 
Amanda Bennett, Chamblee High School 

Dwinishia Brunson, South Atlanta High School 
Clarice Cannon, Mount Paran Christian School 
Brandon Cody, South Effingham High School 

Hannah Cole, Westminster Christian Academy 
Kayla Crowell, North Cobb Christian School 

Dawn Dagan, Lakeside High School 
Le'Andrew Daniels, Savannah High School 

Justin Eisenberg, North Springs High School 
Giselle Fernandez, Atlanta International School 

Angel Flowers, Lumpkin County High School 
Alexa Friedman, Clarke Central High School 

Colby Gardner, Shiloh High School 
Renée Ghosh, Chattahoochee High School 

Lakshay Gilja, Milton High School 
Ellyson Glance, Central High School 

Gabriel Gonzalez, Lowndes County High School 
Lakota Griffis, Northwest Whitfield High School 

Spencer Hall, Middle Georgia Christian 
Homeschool Association 

Esmat Hanano, Eagle's Landing Christian  
Academy 

David Harshbarger, Baldwin High School 
Alex Hodge, Berrien High School 

Raven Hughley, Northwest Whitfield High School 
Atiana Johnson, Grady High School 
Theo Jones, Chamblee High School 

John Keeton, Greater Atlanta Christian School 
Caleb Keitt, North Cobb Christian School 

Nally Kinnane, Grady High School 
Shaun Kleber, Grady High School 

Kamaria Laing, Walton High School 
Eric Lau, Savannah Arts Academy 

Aaron Layman, Baldwin High School 
 

John Lee, Southeast Whitfield High School 
Avery Lewis, Pierce County High School 

Anissa Malik, Atlanta International School 
Elizabeth McGlamry, Grady High School 
Brittany Miller, Savannah Arts Academy 

Preston Moore, Mount Paran Christian School 
Jeffrey Nichols, Berrien High School 

Andrew William Osborne, Middle Georgia  
Christian Homeschool Association 

Roma Patel, Camden County High School 
Alyah Patillo, North Springs High School 

Tanner Pruitt, Central High School 
Eliza Rothman, Clarke Central High School 

Shakoora Sabree, W.D. Mohammed High School 
Sandy Salvatierra, West Forsyth High School 

Harrison Schaefer, Northgate High School 
Cameron Schuette, Union County High School 

Wes Sherman, Woodland High School 
Madison Smith, The Walker School 
Karishma Sriram, Athens Academy 

Ciera St. Pierre, Douglas County High School 
Jessica Stewart, Chamblee High School 

Ashley Storey, Morrow High School 
Steven Stowe, Westminster Christian Academy 

Liz Summers, Berrien High School 
Hannah Tabrizi, Ola High School 

Warren Thomas, The Walker School 
Chantal-Maria Tucker, Shiloh High School 

Alex P. Ulan Hernandez, Lakeside High School 
Nigel Vagley, Northgate High School 

Jeffrey Ward, Union County High School 
Timothy Whitener, Southeast Whitfield  

High School 
Shakeyla Whiteside, Shiloh High School 

Azalea Wilburg, Douglas County High School 
Adam Wittenstein, Chamblee High School 

Alix Youngblood, Grady High School 
Joshua Zuckerman, The Walker School 



2011 Law Academy 
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On Thursday evening 22 September, 2011, fifty-four mock trialers from around the state converged on the Holiday Inn 
in Athens for the 14th Annual Law Academy.  The Law Academy, for those unfamiliar with this popular activity sponsored by the 
Georgia High School Mock Trial Committee, is an intense, clinic-style weekend organized to provide veteran mock trial team 
leaders the opportunity to gain basic skills in preparing a mock trial case for competition as well as team building ideas.  Stu-
dent participants stay busy attending informative general sessions and hands-on break-out sessions.  Each year students tell 
us that their appreciation of the legal system, their confidence level and their knowledge of mock trial procedures are all in-
creased. It’s not all work, however, and participants remind us every year that the Academy is a fun weekend and that they 
enjoy working with and getting to know other mock trial participants from around the State.   

 
For the eleventh year in a row, the Law Academy was held at the University of Georgia, School of Law.  The facilities 

used by the Academy at the Law School were generously donated to the mock trial program.  The Directors and Staff of the 
Academy would like to especially thank Dean Rebecca White for her generous support of the Georgia Mock Trial Competition  

and Marc Galvin, Director of Student Affairs and Registrar at the  
School of Law who secured rooms at the Law School for our use. 
  
 We had an outstanding group of students at Law Academy this 
year, but without the volunteer faculty members who took time from 
their hectic schedules to come to Athens to teach both general and 
break-outs sessions, the students would not have had the exceptional 
experience that they did.  We’d like to thank those attorney and non-
attorney  volunteers who assisted us in making the 2011 Law Academy 
our best ever: 
 
On-Site Staff:  Judge Michael Barker (Savannah), Christy Barker 
(Savannah), Peggy Caldwell (Morganton), Julie Culhane (Savannah), 
Candace Duvernay (McDonough), Rhonda Klein (Atlanta), T. Orlando  

Pearson (Atlanta),  Stacy Rieke (Atlanta), Jon Setzer (Lawrenceville), and Bonnie 
Smith (Douglasville) 
 
General & Break-Out Session Leaders:  Judge John Carbo (Jonesboro), Judge 
Linda Cowen (Jonesboro), Chris Cannon (Peachtree City) and Barry Stewart 
Mann (Atlanta). 
 
 Again this year, student participants selected over-all and group super-
lative awards. 
 
2011 Over-All Law Academy Superlatives:  Best All-Around – Jorge Noguera-
Sepulveda (Camden Co. HS), Most Humorous – William Ortiz (Brookwood HS), 
Miss Congeniality – Logan Thomas (Woodland HS), Mr. Congeniality (tie)–Elijah  

Banks (North Clayton HS) and Barry Draper (Camden Co. HS) 
 
2011 Group Superlatives:    BLUE-Most Improved–Briana Clark (Alcovy HS); Out-
standing Member –Devin Lane (Clinch Co. HS), GREEN–Most Improved–Daniel 
Gordon (Weber School); Outstanding Member–Veronica Macias (Duluth HS), 
ORANGE–Most Improved–Bradley Johnson (Norcross HS); Outstanding Member
–Jeffrey Nichols (Berrien Co. HS), PURPLE–Most Improved–Logan Griffith 
(Adairsville HS); Outstanding Member–Tori Marvin (Clarke Central HS), YELLOW 
Most Improved–Evan Wallace (Woodland HS); Outstanding Member–Alex Jaco-
bik (Bainbridge HS) 
 
 
 
 
Pictured on this page:  (top left) Chris Cannon (teacher coach, Sandy Creek HS) conducts 

a general session on due process; (middle right) Veronica Macias and Daniel Gordon 
socialize between sessions; (bottom left) Academy Game Night with “Apples to Apples” 



2012 Craig Harding Memorial Court Artist Contest 
 Julie Culhane (Savannah) is the director of the Court Artist Contest.  A special “Thank you” to our judges from the Sa-
vannah College of Art and Design: Professor Mohamed Danawi, Professor Don Rogers and Professor Ryan Sanchez. 
 
State Champion 
Keller Pyle – Woodland High School, Cartersville 
 
State Finalist 
Antonio Brice Singleton – Savannah Arts Academy, Savannah 
 
Regional Winners 
1 (Albany) – Rosalie White – Thomasville HS 
2 (Athens) – Thuy-Hanh Tran – Gainesville HS 
5 (Cartersville) – Keller Pyle – Woodland HS 
6 (Dalton) – Lauren Nelson – NW Whitfield HS 
7 (Decatur) – Sarah Holloway – DeKalb School of the Arts 
9 (Lawrenceville) – Elizabeth Hoimquist – Duluth HS 
10 (Macon) – Enzo Harris – Central HS 
11 (Marietta) – Kendyll Romine – N. Cobb Christian School 
12 (McDonough) – Steffan Kelly – Ola HS 
13 (Douglasville) – Christina Mui – Newnan HS 
14 (Savannah) – Antonio Brice Singleton – Savannah Arts Academy 
15 (Covington) – Kathleen Blankenship – Whitewater HS 
17 (Cumming) – Eric DeJesus – Forsyth Central HS 
18 (Augusta) – Ian Louthan – Greenbrier HS 
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2011 Student Bar of Georgia Inductees 
The Law Academy weekend culminates with the Student Bar Examination, which all participants take on Sunday after-

noon.  This exam challenges the participant’s knowledge of the Law Academy case, Rules of evidence, rules of the competi-
tion, trial procedure and team building issues.  Students with a score of 80% or higher were admitted to the Class of 2011 Stu-
dent Bar of Georgia, are listed on our web site and were honored at the state finals awards assembly in March.   

2011 Admitted With Honors (90%+ on exam) 
Mark Adams, Bremen HS 
Kass Butler, Bremen HS 

Briana Clark, Cedar Shoals HS 
Alyssa Cross, CHEER 

Heather Fulbright, CHEER 
Katie Googe, Clarke Central HS 

Ash Guruswami, Duluth HS 
Spencer Hall, MGCHSA 

Leanne Harb, Northview HS* 
Helena Joseph, Luella HS 

Sharon Kumi, Brookwood HS 
Veronica Macias, Duluth HS 

Tori Marvin, Clarke Central HS 
Preston Moore, Mt. Paran Christian School 

William Ortiz, Brookwood HS 
Mark Spicer, Union Grove HS 

Christopher Wages, Wesleyan School 
Grace Walker, Fannin County HS 

Reid Williams, Mount de Sales Academy 
 

*earned highest score on 2011 exam 

2011 Admitted 
Ian Bachiller, Newton County HS 

Jena Brown, Cedar Shoals HS 
Dwinishia Brunson, South Atlanta HS 

Barry Draper, Camden County HS 
Daniel Gordon, The Weber School 

Alex Jacobik, Bainbridge HS 
Jenna Kaye, The Weber School 

Becca Makii, Mount de Sales Academy 
Skyler Martin, Fannin County HS 
Chase Menna, Johns Creek HS 

Jeffrey Nichols, Berrien County HS 
Le-Suanu Nsain, Meadowcreek HS 

Emily Prichard, Grayson HS 
Sandy Salvatierra, West Forsyth HS 
Mollie-Emma Sexton, Decatur HS 

Andrew Sneed, Eastside HS 
Dylan Taylor, East Coweta HS 

Courtney Underwood, Union County HS 
Tyler Zarnik, Mt. Paran Christian School 

Drawing by State Champion Court Artist  
Keller Pyle 



2012 Law Academy Application Coming Soon! 
 The application for the 2012 Law Academy, scheduled for 4-7 
October 2012, will be posted to the GHSMTC website before the end of 
May.  When the application it is posted, please forward the information 
to students on your team who may be interested in attending.   
  
 We will accept up to two applications per school this year, but 
we will not accept an application from any student who has attended 
the Academy in the past.  Coaches should consider those students in-
terested in attending the Academy and select up to TWO team mem-
bers to represent the team at the Academy in October.  The primary 
teacher coach will also be required to submit a letter of recommenda-
tion along with the application packet for the student applicants. 
  
 The Academy tuition is $425 per student.  Limited financial aid 
is available, although we do not have the resources to entertain finan-
cial aid requests for the entire amount.  We also cannot guarantee that 
a student will receive all of the financial aid they request.  However, 
limited financial aid should not dissuade a student from applying.  Be-
fore deciding not to apply, those in need of financial aid should discuss 
their individual situation with the mock trial office. The deadline for the 
application and deposit submission is Friday, 7 September 2012. All 
questions about the Academy should be directed to the mock trial office 
at mocktrial@gabar.org or 404/527-8779.   
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2012 Professionalism Award at State Finals  
 The State Finals Planning Board of the Georgia HSMT Committee presented the 2012 State Finals Professionalism 
Award  for a 2nd consecutive year to the mock trial team from Middle Georgia Christian Homeschool Association in Macon.  
MGCHSA attended the state tournament this season as the champion team from Region 10 in Macon.  The award is spon-
sored by the Chief Justice’s Commission on Professionalism and this is the fourth year it has been presented during our state 
tournament.  The award was determined by ballots cast by the competing teams, which counted for 2/3 of the vote total, and 
a tally of team points awarded by judging panel volunteers in the preliminary rounds, which counted as 1/3 of the vote total.   
 
 The MGCHSA team demonstrated the following attributes throughout the entire weekend:  fair play, a professional 
demeanor, civility, integrity, competence, honesty, respect for the Court, respect for their opposing counsel and respect for 
their client.  The 2012 Professionalism Award was accepted on behalf of the MGCHSA team by their team captain during the 
Team Reception at the Gwinnett Center in Duluth on Saturday, 17 March.  Congratulations to the MGCHSA team! 

The 2012 Middle Georgia Christian Homeschool Mock Trial Team 
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2013 Regional Competition Dates and Locations 
Mark your calendar now for important 2013 regional competition dates! 

 

HSMT Region 1 (Albany) - Saturday, 9 February 2013 
HSMT Region 2 (Athens) - Saturday, 2 February 2013 
HSMT Region 3 (Atlanta) - Saturday, 9 February 2013 

HSMT Region 4 (Brunswick) - Saturday, 9 February 2013 
HSMT Region 5 (Cartersville) - Saturday, 9 February 2013 

HSMT Region 6 (Dalton) - Saturday, 2 February 2013 
HSMT Region 7 (Decatur) - Saturday, 2 February 2013 

HSMT Region 8 (Jonesboro) - Friday evening & Saturday, 8-9 February 2013 
HSMT Region 9 (Lawrenceville) - Friday evening & Saturday, 8-9 February 2013 

HSMT Region 10 (Macon) - Saturday, 9 February 2013 
HSMT Region 11 (Marietta) - Saturday, 2 February 2013 

HSMT Region 12 (McDonough) - Saturday, 9 February 2013 
HSMT Region 13 (Newnan) - Saturday, 9 February 2013 

HSMT Region 14 (Savannah) - Friday & Saturday, 8-9 February 2013 
HSMT Region 15 (Covington) - Saturday, 9 February 2013 

HSMT Region 16 (Atlanta) - Round 1: Tuesday evening, 5 Feb.; Round 2: Thursday evening, 7 Feb.;  
Championship Round: Tuesday evening,  12 Feb 2013  
HSMT Region 17 (Cumming) Saturday, 9 February 2013 
HSMT Region 18 (Augusta) Saturday, 9 February 2013 

 

 February is a busy month in most high schools.  Many systems schedule a week-long break or a long weekend around 
President’s Day each year.  The Governor’s Honor’s Program conducts interviews in early February, All-State Band, Chorus and 
Orchestra are usually scheduled in late February or early March, the state basketball tournament is held in February, UGA con-
ducts scholarship interviews that month and the ACT will be given on Saturday, 9 February 2013 (although there are also ACT 
dates available in January and March). These activities are only a few of the many extra-curricular or other activities that stu-
dents may be involved with in February, including Model UN, debate tournaments, school plays, Thespian Conference, etc.  
February is a busy month, but mock trial regionals are an important activity and are always scheduled in February. Please go 
ahead and put the  2013 regional competition date on your school’s calendar as soon as possible and communicate this im-
portant date to your administration, team members (early and often!), fellow activity sponsors at your school, attorney coaches 
and parents so that everyone may help your mock trial team members prioritize their winter extra-curricular activity schedules 
accordingly. 
  

 The mock trial office cannot guarantee that all 18 regions listed above will have enough registered teams to be viable 
during the 2013 season.  Regional assignments are based mainly on geography.  Whether an advertised regional competition 
will actually be held on the date  and in the location indicated above depends on the number of teams registered to participate 
in that area of the state.  Regional dates and locations are subject to change between now and 1 November.  All teams af-
fected by a date or location change will be informed promptly. Please contact the mock trial office with all questions regarding 
regional assignment. 

2013 State Finals Date Set  
 The 2013 State Finals Competition will be held the weekend of 16-17 March 2013 at the Gwinnett Justice and Ad-
ministration Center in Lawrenceville.  Mark your school’s calendar now for the state tournament and communicate the date to 
your student team members.  The state tournament will be held the weekend AFTER the time change in 2013.  More informa-
tion on the 2013 state tournament, including the tournament schedule, will be posted to that section of the GHSMTC website 
as it becomes available.  For questions about the state tournament, contact the mock trial office. 
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Mock Trial Enrichment Activity List on Website 
 Last spring the mock trial office began publishing a list of summer and off-season 
mock trial “enrichment” activities on the GHSMTC website under the Resources section.  
This section will contain a list of all of the classes, camps, invitational tournaments, etc. of 
which the Georgia mock trial office is aware.  If your coaches know of any additional en-
richment activities available for mock trial students during the off season, please forward 
that information to the mock trial office for posting.   
  

 These activities may assist your team and/or individual team members in building 
mock trial or other basic skills during the off season.  None of the events, classes or activi-
ties posted to this section of the website are sponsored by or coordinated through the 
Georgia High School Mock Trial Committee.  
  

 If a team and/or student chooses to participate in one or more of these activities 
that team and/or individual student may not present themselves as a representative of the 
Georgia High School Mock Trial Committee and no GHSMTC program funds will be ex-
pended to support team and/or individual student participation in any of these activities.  If a mock trial team made up of stu-
dents who have participated or plan to participate on a GHSMTC-affiliated mock trial team choose to participate in an invita-
tional tournament not affiliated with the GHSMTC or the National High School Mock Trial Championship, the primary coach of 
that team must disclose that participation to the Georgia mock trial office at least 7 business days before the start of that ac-
tivity.  Students who have participated or plan to participate on a GHSMTC-affiliated mock trial team and who participate as an 
individual in summer law-related education classes or camps need not disclose that participation to the mock trial office.  
Questions about the list, enrichment activities sponsored and coordinated by the GHSMTC or participation reporting of non-
GHSMTC activities may be directed to the mock trial office.  All other inquiries about specific activities must be directed to the 
person or entity organizing that activity. 

DVD’s of National Championship Rounds: 
 2007—(Dallas, TX—civil case)—Order the 2007 championship round DVD online at: 
 http://www.dallasbar.org/thsmtc/info.asp?id=9;  The cost is $20/copy.  Contact 
Amy Smith with questions about the DVD at asmith@dallasbar.org or 214/220-7484. 
 2009—(Atlanta, GA—criminal case)—Contact the Georgia Mock Trial Office 
(mocktrial@gabar.org or 404/527-8779). A PDF order form for this DVD may be found 
on the Georgia website (www.georgiamocktrial.org) under the Resources section.  The 
cost of the 2009 championship round DVD is $18/copy. 
 2010—(Philadelphia, PA—criminal case)—The order form for the 2010 champion-
ship round DVD may be found online at http://www.2010nationalmocktrial.com/.  The 
cost is $20/copy.  Questions about the DVD may be directed to Pam Kance at 
Pam.Kance@pabar.org. 

 2011—(Phoenix, AZ—civil case)—The cost is $25/copy.  Order online at www.azflse.org/mocktrial/2011.  Contact Susan 
Nusall at Susan.Nusall@azflse.org with questions. 

 2012—(Albuquerque, NM—criminal case)—Information on purchasing a DVD of the 2012 national championship round will 
be posted on the tournament website at www.2012nationalmocktrial.org later this summer. 

 

Other Materials: 
 The Georgia HSMTC uses the book Mock Trials: Preparing, Presenting and Winning Your Case by Steven Lubet and Jill 

Trumbull Harris as the textbook for our Law Academy each year.  While this publication was written with undergraduate 
college mock trial teams in mind, we find it to be a solid resource for our high school teams, as well.  Copies may be pur-
chased online at http://www.lexisnexis.com/store/search/search-results.jsp?_requestid=17828. 

 The Georgia HSMTC has produced a video/print guide resource for high school mock trial teams titled May It Please the 
Court.  An order form may be found on the Georgia website under the “Resources” section.  The cost is $40/copy. 

 The American Board of Trial Advocates (ABOTA) has collaborated with Scholastic, Inc. to provide free law-related lesson 
plans through their Justice by the People initiative.  These lesson plans are available at www.scholastic.com/
americanjustice. 

Mock Trial Resources 



 As the 2012 mock trial season draws to a close, it’s time to starting look-
ing forward to the 2013 season.  Next year the mock trial case will be a civil case, 
in keeping with our tradition of alternating between civil and criminal problems.  
Team registration will begin in early August (watch your email inbox and the snail 
mailbox for more information!) and the Law Academy application deadline is in 7 
September 2012.  The 2013 season calendar will be posted online before the 
end of May. 
 
 It’s never too early to start preparing for the upcoming mock trial season!  
Remember, however, that mock trial is an extracurricular activity and no team 
should work on the current competition case during the school day.  Many teams 
start meeting as early as August or September each year before or after school to 
recruit new team members, to learn about the modified Federal Rules of Evi-

dence used in the Georgia Mock Trial Competition and to learn the rules of the Georgia Mock Trial Competition.  
Stay in contact with your attorney coaches!  Don’t forget to check in with them early next school year to confirm 
that they’re still willing and able to work with your team.    If your team is in need of additional or new attorney 
coach assistance, be sure to contact the mock trial office as soon as you have that information so that we can add 
you to the “Teams Needing Coaches” list online.  Teams without at least one primary attorney coach already identi-
fied will not be able to register next season. 
  
 The mock trial office staff is also available to meet with your team, coaches, parents and/or administrators 
to discuss anything related to the mock trial program.  Just send us an email or give us a call and we’ll set up a 
date. And as always, if your team ever has a question, please do not hesitate to contact the mock trial office.  We’re 
here to direct you to resources, answer your questions, help solve your mock trial issues and in general make your 
mock trial experience a positive one.  There’s a lot to look forward to next season and we can’t wait to get started!  

2013 Mock Trial Season Just Around the Corner 
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GHSMT Committee Sign-Up  
 The 2013 GHSMT Committee volunteer form will be to the website under 
the Volunteer section by the end of May.  Any attorney who wishes to volunteer 
for a GHSMT subcommittee during the 2013 season should complete this form 
and submit it to the mock trial office by the deadline on the form.  Attorney 
coaches who are currently active with a mock trial team need not complete this 
form unless additional new volunteer activities are requested.  We will capture 
all attorney coach volunteers during the team registration process in the fall.  
Attorneys who wish to coach next season but who aren’t currently active with a 
team should complete the form and indicate which school they’d like to coach or 
in which county, city or neighborhood they’d most like to volunteer their time.  All 
teams that will be in need of new or additional attorney coaches next season 
should communicate that information to the mock trial office as soon as possi-
ble so that an accurate list of teams who need coaches may be viewed by inter-
ested volunteers on the website throughout the summer and fall. 

2013  Team Registration Fee Schedule 
The early team registration fee, if the team’s registration form and fee are POSTMARKED by  

1 October 2012 is $100. 
 

The late team registration fee, if the team’s registration form and fee are POSTMARKED after 10/1/12 and by  
1 November 2012 is $200. 

 
Contact the mock trial office for more details on team registration! 
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Have a WONDERFUL 
Summer Break! 

 
104 Marietta Street, NW 

Suite 100 
Atlanta, GA 30303 

 

Phone:  
404/527-8779  

or 800/334-6865 (ext. 779) 
Fax:  

404/527-8717 
 

Website: 
www.georgiamocktrial.org 

Email: 
mocktrial@gabar.org 

 
2012 HSMTC Chair 

Jon Setzer 
Lawrenceville 

2012 HSMTC 1st Vice Chair 
Deshala Dixon 
Warner Robins 

2012 HSMTC 2nd Vice Chair 
Kevin Epps 

Athens 
 

Special Consultant to the HSMT 
Chief Justice George Carley, 
Supreme Court of Georgia 

 
Stacy Rieke, state coordinator 

GHSMTC Mission Statement: The Georgia Mock Trial Competition helps stu-
dents gain an understanding of the legal system by providing opportunities for 
school teams to participate in academic competitions where players assume 
attorney and witness roles in a court case.  Lawyers coach students in devel-
oping questioning, critical thinking, and oral advocacy skills. 
 
GHSMTC Vision Statement: The Georgia Mock Trial Competition will impact 
participating students by improving their proficiency in such basic skills as lis-
tening, speaking, reading, and reasoning.  The program will also foster coop-
eration among diverse groups of young people while promoting better commu-
nication and collaboration between the educational and legal communities. 

Attorney Coach Continuing Legal 
Education Credit STILL Available  

for 2012! 
 

The deadline to submit the form to receive CLE credit for attorney 
coaches was 15 March.  If an attorney coach did not meet that 

deadline, but would still like to receive credit, the attorney should 
submit the appropriate form (available on the MT website under 
the Volunteer section) and fee ($30) no later than 30 June.  No 

partial CLE credit is available for this activity.  Thank you! 

College Mock Trial Teams 
 

Many Georgia colleges & universities have AMTA (American Mock 
Trial Association) undergrad mock trial programs, including (but 
not limited to) UGA, Georgia Tech, Georgia State, West Georgia, 
Emory, Mercer, Kennesaw and Spelman.  Incoming freshmen 

should check their school’s website or contact the admissions of-
fice for more information on what mock trial opportunities are 

available at their school.  Or visit the AMTA website at 
www.collegemocktrial.org for more details on mock trial opportuni-

ties at the post-secondary level.   


