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of  the State Bar of  Georgia is a program for young lawyers who are interested in developing their leadership skills 
as well as learning more about their profession, their communities and their state.

The Leadership Academy counts more than 350 alumni. Those alumni members include solo practitioners, judicial 
law clerks, partners in large and small law firms, assistant district attorneys, public defenders, non-profit lawyers, 
ADR specialists and in-house counsel for Fortune 500 companies. The benefits of  having a friend and legal 
resource in practically every corner of  the state and in any practice area cannot be overestimated.

FOUNDED IN 2006, THE YOUNG LAWYERS DIVISION LEADERSHIP ACADEMY

WHAT IS THE
LEADERSHIP

ACADEMY?
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WHAT IF I HAVE APPLIED BEFORE?
If  you meet the criteria above, we encourage you to apply again. 
We have far more qualified candidates apply each year than we can 
accept for that year’s class so you should not be discouraged if  you 
have previously applied and not been selected.

WHAT SHOULD I KNOW BEFORE I APPLY?
Participating in the Leadership Academy requires a commitment 
of  time and resources from each participant; however, alumni tell 
us that their experience in the program and the rewards of  their 
participation greatly outweigh any sacrifice they make to attend.

•  Participants are selected through a competitive application 
process and are chosen from every corner of  the state and every 
imaginable practice area. Recommendations from employers and 
Leadership Academy alumni are encouraged and considered.

•  The YLD Leadership Academy Class 2015 begins in January 
2015 and meets once a month for six months. Participants who 
attend all six sessions will receive 12 CLE credit hours, including 
one professionalism, one ethics and three trial. Those without 
perfect attendance will only receive CLE credit for the sessions 
they attend. CLE credit will be turned in for participants 
after session six in June 2015. Participants must attend at 

least four out of  the six sessions to graduate, be 
recognized at the graduation ceremony and be 
considered alumni of  the program.

• The tuition fee for participation in the 2015 
Leadership Academy is $995. This fee covers all 
CLE fees, program costs, hotel accommodations* 
for overnight sessions and most meals. 
Participants are encouraged to carpool to sessions 
to foster new relationships and save money.

•  Payment plans as well as full and partial 
scholarships are offered to participants on the 
basis of  need. To be considered for a scholarship, 
applicants must also complete the scholarship 
application. The scholarship application can be 
found at georgiayld.org. Selection of  applicants is 
independent of  those who apply for a scholarship.

       *Accommodations are double occupancy 
with other Leadership Academy participants.

in their communities, offices and/or profession; who want to become more involved in the YLD and 
State Bar; and, who want to network with state and national leaders and hear their perspectives on 
effective lawyering and leadership should apply. 

WHO SHOULD APPLY?

YLD MEMBERS WHO HAVE A HISTORY OF INVOLVEMENT AND LEADERSHIP 
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 Meet clients, potential clients and fellow lawyers who can refer you 
business; know who to call when you need to find local counsel in 
order to better serve your clients. The networking and business-
development possibilities are limitless.
 

 The Young Lawyers Division Leadership Academy of  the State 
Bar of  Georgia is a nationally-recognized program. In 2008, the 
Leadership Academy was awarded first place in the nation in the 
Minority Project Category during the American Bar Association 
YLD Awards of  Achievement Program.

 Alumni have gone on to be elected to the State Bar Board of  
Governors, recognized in the Daily Report’s “On the Rise–10 to 
Watch,” named as Atlanta Magazine’s “Rising Stars” and Georgia 
Trend’s “40 Under 40” and a variety of  other accolades.

BUILD NETWORKS

QUALITY PROGRAMMING

GET RECOGNIZED

WHY SHOULD MY 
EMPLOYER SUPPORT 

MY PARTICIPATION?

For the 2015 program, participants will have the 
opportunity to earn a full year’s worth of  CLE credit by 
participating in the following sessions:

•	  SESSION 1: JAN. 9, 2015 
Becoming a Leader in the Bar and YLD (Atlanta)

•	  SESSION 2: FEB. 17, 2015 
Lawyers as Leaders in State Government (Atlanta)

•	  SESSION 3: MARCH 19-22, 2015 
Professionalism (New Orleans, La.)

•	  SESSION 4: APRIL 30, 2015 
Diversity (Macon)

•	  SESSION 5: MAY 22, 2015 
Pro Bono and Community Service (Savannah)

•	  SESSION 6: JUNE 19, 2015 
Closing Session and Graduation  
(Stone Mountain)

EARN 12 CLE CREDIT HOURS

EXPERIENCE THE 
BENEFITS 
of networking with young 
lawyers from across the 
state while developing your 
leadership potential and 
obtaining your CLE credit for 
the year!
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SESSION 1: JAN. 9, 2015
Becoming a Leader in the Bar and YLD
Atlanta | Credit: 2 general
Participants will meet at the Bar Center in Atlanta for a tour of  
the building and for several sessions with leaders of  the State Bar 
of  Georgia.  Teambuilding activities will be conducted during this 
session as well.  After lunch, participants will travel to the Marriott 
Marquis Hotel to attend the YLD General Session taking place at the 
Midyear Meeting.  This session will start mid-morning and run until 
the evening.  

SESSION 2: FEB. 17, 2015
Lawyers as Leaders in State Government
Atlanta | Credit: 3 general incl. 1 trial
Participants will meet in Atlanta and travel to the State Capitol, ob-
serve the political process and enjoy a luncheon with lawyers serving 
in the Georgia General Assembly.  After lunch, participants will re-
ceive a tour of  the State Judicial Building and spend time with sitting 
Court of  Appeals judges and Supreme Court justices.  Participants 
will have the opportunity to be sworn in to the higher courts during 
this session.  The session will start early morning and last until later 
afternoon.  

SESSION 3: MARCH 19-22, 2015
Professionalism
New Orleans, La. | Credit: 2 general incl. 1 professionalism
Participants will meet in New Orleans for a session on the meaning 
of  professionalism and various challenges facing young attorneys.  
This session is held in conjunction with the YLD Spring Meeting at 
the Hyatt French Quarter Hotel. Participants  are encouraged to ar-
rive on Thursday for a welcome reception and stay through the YLD 
General Session on Saturday morning.  
(*Two night’s accommodation is included in the registration fee.)

SESSION 4: APRIL 30, 2015
Diversity
Macon | Credit: 2 general including 1 ethics
Participants will meet in Macon at Mercer Law School 
for lunch, attend a session on the importance of  
diversity, and participate in a diversity panel discussion.

SESSION 5: MAY 22, 2015
Pro Bono and Community Service
Savannah | Credit: 2 general including 2 trial
Participants will meet in Savannah for a Friday 
afternoon program which will include spending time 
with sitting judges in the U.S. Federal District Court 
for the Southern District of  Georgia. Participants 
will stay the night in historic downtown Savannah. 
On Saturday morning, the participants take part in a 
pro bono service project where they will assist in the 
preparation and execution of  basic estate planning 
documents through the First Responders Wills Clinic.
(*One night’s accommodation is included in the 
registration fee.)

SESSION 6: JUNE 19, 2015
Closing Session and Graduation
Stone Mountain | Credit: 1 general
Participants will meet at Stone Mountain during the 
State Bar’s Annual Meeting for the closing session and 
graduation luncheon.  Graduates will receive one ticket 
to the graduation luncheon.  Family and friends are 
welcome to attend and you can register them when the 
Annual Meeting brochure is distributed.

*Accommodations are double occupancy 
with other Leadership Academy participants.

** Details of  programming may be altered based 
on the requirements of  the Leadership Academy. 

SCHEDULE
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All applications, including scholarship applications 
must be received by Nov. 5, 2014. 

No extensions will be granted. Applications can 
be sent electronically to yld@gabar.org or mailed 
to the address below. Participants will be selected 
by the Leadership Academy Committee and will 
be notified of  their selection by Nov. 30, 2014, via 
email. Once notified, participants must indicate 
the acceptance of  their invitation. A deposit of  
half  the non-refundable $995 fee must be received 
no later than Dec. 10, 2014. The other half  will 
be due by March 2, 2015. Any invitations not 
accepted by Dec. 10, 2014, will be forfeited. 

Applicants must be in good standing with the 
State Bar and meet the requirements to be a young 
lawyer as defined in the bylaws.

YLD Leadership Academy 
104 Marietta St. NW, Suite 100 
Atlanta, GA 30303 
yld@gabar.org

DEADLINES

“THE LEADERSHIP ACADEMY 
provided me with a great opportunity to 
get to know lawyers around the state, 
as well as the officers of the YLD and 
State Bar. Through my attendance 
at a YLD event, I learned of an 
initiative being instituted by the State 
Bar President, and I am now on the 
steering committee for that initiative. If 
you want to step up your participation in 
the Bar to the next level, the Leadership 
Academy is the way to do it!”

Melissa Reese Cruthirds
2014 participant
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2015 LEADERSHIP ACADEMY 
APPLICATION

In which Federal Judicial District do you reside? (in state applicants only) 

Full name:         Nickname:

Title:      Employer:

Address:

Phone:      Email:

Law school:

Graduation date:    Date admitted to the Bar:

Bar number:

Practice areas:

How did you learn about the Leadership Academy?

Have you previously applied to the Leadership Academy?        Yes        No If  yes, in what year(s):

Are you submitting a scholarship application?        Yes        No

Hobbies: 

Community involvement:

State Bar involvement:

How have you demonstrated leadership in the past and what do you expect to contribute to the Leadership Academy if  selected?

Through my involvement in the Leadership Academy, I hope:

Additional information (not to exceed one page) and optional letter(s) of  recommendation may be submitted with this application.

Email applications to yld@gabar.org or mail to YLD Leadership Academy, 104 Marietta St. NW, Suite 100, Atlanta, GA 30303. The deadline for submission 
is Nov. 5, 2014. No extensions will be granted. 
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