
Proposed substitute language: 

15-12-140. Oath of bailiffs. 

The following oath shall be administered to all bailiffs on duty in the superior courts with 
a jury in the courts of this state: 

"You shall take all juries committed to your charge during the present term to the jury 
room or some other private and convenient place desi~ated by the court where you shall 
keep them without meat or drink (water excepted), uniess other wise ditected where you 
shall not allow them to receive any refreshment (water excepted). book or paper or use 
any electronic communication device except as otherwise approved by the court. You 
shall make no communication with them yourself nor permit anyone to communicate 
with them, except by leave of as may be specifically authorized by the court. You shall 
discharge all other duties which may devolve upon you as bailiff to the best of your skill 
and power. So help you God." 
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Current Oath 

OATH OF BAILIFFS 
O.C.G.A. § 15-12-140 

The following oath shall be administered to all bailiffs on duty in the 

superior courts: 

"You shall take all juries committed to your charge during the present term 

to the jury room or some other private and convenient place where you shall 

keep them without meat or drink (water excepted), unless otherwise 

directed by the court. You shall make no communication with them yourself 

nor permit anyone to communicate with them, except by leave ofthe court. 

You shall discharge all other duties which may devolve upon you as bailiff 

to the best of your skill and power. So help you God." 
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DAVID B. BELL 

SHARON BLAIR ENOCH 

Ms. Robin Frazier Clark 
Clark Goldner, P.C. 
1230 Peachtree Street 
Promenade II, Suite 2323 
Atlanta GA 30309 

LAW OFFICE OF 

DAVID B. BELL 
619 GREENE STREET 

POST OFFICE Box 1011 

AUGUSTA, G.EORGIA 30903-1011 

June 11, 2012 

Re: Bench and Bar Committee 

Dear Robin: 

JOHNC.BBLL 
(1916-1967) 

AREA CODE 706 
TELEPHONE 724-1882 

706-722-0222 
FAX 706-722-2507 

E-MAIL ADDRESS: 
davidbell@davldbelllawfirm.com 

Last year, Ken Shigley appointed me to serve as Chairman of. the Bench an,d Bar 
Committee. He charged our committee with looldng into the existing pattern Superior Court 
Jury charges. Ken believed, as do many of us, that the charges are out of date and utilize old 
language. Consistent with Ken's request, the Bench and Bar Committee looked at the 
Proximate Cause charge as contained in the Superior Court Charge Book. We were also 
asked to look at the oath administered to bailiff's by the Court at the beginning of jury trials. 

At a recent meeting of the Bench and Bar-Corinnittee, we were asked to modernize 
the language used in the oath administered to bailiffs. Enclosed you will find the current oath 
and our proposed change to the oath which was unanimously adopted by the present Bench 
and Bar Committee. 

The Oath of Bailiffs is codified in the Georgia Statutes. Therefore, if the change is 
to occur it is must be done sci by the State Legislature. If you feel appropriate can you pass 
ths suggested change along to the lobbyist for the State Bar of Georgia. Our hope is the 
process· can begin to allow the Legislature to modifyO.C.G.A. § 15-12-140 to bring language 
to a more current fmm. · 
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( Ms. Robin Frazier Clark 
Clark Goldner, P.C. 
June 11,2012 
Page -2-

Thank you for your attention to this matter. I am, 

DBB:etp 

Enclosure 

cc: Judge Robert Chasteen 
Ken Shigley 
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