
State Bar of Georgia 

Recognizing Allan Jay Tanenbaum for Devoted Service 

Representing the State of Georgia in the 

American Bar Association House of Delegates 

WHEREAS, as State Delegate for Georgia in the House of Delegates of the American Bar 

Association (ABA), Allen Jay Tanenbaum has rendered significant service to the legal profession 

and the justice system in Georgia and the United States; and 

WHEREAS, Mr. Tanenbaum was born in Savannah, Georgia, and earned a Bachelor of Science 

degree from the Wharton School of Finance & Commerce at the University of Pennsylvania and 

a Juris Doctor degree from the University of Virginia School of Law; and 

WHEREAS, Mr. Tanenbaum was in the private practice of law for 30 years, specializing in 

business transactions, prior to becoming General Counsel of AFC Enterprises and, later, serving 

in his current position as General Counsel and Managing Partner of Equicorp Partners; and 

WHEREAS, Mr. Tanenbaum has advised Boards of Directors and Board Committees concerning 

corporate governance, both under Sarbanes-Oxley and under common law fiduciary principles, 

and has implemented compliance programs for companies after they have gone public; has 

managed a broad variety of litigation and special matters, including shareholder class actions, 

derivative suits, government investigations and Board Committee investigations; and has 

experience in alternative dispute resolution, arbitration and mediation and other innovative 

approaches to risk management and dispute resolution; and 

WHEREAS, Mr. Tanenbaum is a frequent lecturer on corporate governance and securities 

matters to business and professional groups and currently serves on the Board of Directors and 

chairs the Corporate Governance Committee of DSW Shoe Warehouse, a New York Stock 

Exchange company; and 

WHEREAS, during his service in the ABA's House of Delegates, Mr. Tanenbaum has 

demonstrated his commitment to charitable giving and community service through the Truancy 

Intervention Project and as a tremendous fund raiser for the ABA, having served as chair of the 

Fund for Justice & Education (FJE) Council, the charitable arm of the ABA, which funds a variety 

of public service projects and provides scholarships for minority students to attend law school; 

and 
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WHEREAS, thanks to Mr. Tanenbaum's persistence while serving as chair of the FJE Council, the 

ABA House of Delegates achieved 100 percent participation for the first time, meaning every 

delegate made a contribution to the FJE to support the ABA's mission-driven programming; and 

WHEREAS, Mr. Tanenbaum also persuaded the State Delegates on the ABA Nominating 

Committee to donate $100 each once per year to fund a scholarship for a minority law student 

through the Legal Opportunity Scholarship Fund; and 

WHEREAS, during his service as chair of the FJE Council and as a member of the legal 

Opportunity Scholarship Fund (LOSF) Fundraising Committee, Mr. Tanenbaum has been 

instrumental in promoting the LOSF and raising contributions from ABA members, including the 

establishment of a scholarship named in memory of past ABA Secretary Armando lasa-Ferrer; 

and 

WHEREAS, Mr. Tanenbaum, while serving as chair of the FJE Council, developed the first white 

paper on an expanded FJE, which analyzed the opportunities available to expand the resources 

generated by the FJE to support the ABA's public service programming; and 

WHEREAS, his two successors built on the foundation Mr. Tanenbaum created, and the FJE is 

now conducting an extensive study to evaluate the opportunities for increasing revenue from 

outside sources to support ABA programs, including the establishment of a fully operational 

ABA Resource Development Office, which Is even more Important to purse in the challenging 

current financial environment; and 

WHEREAS, Mr. Tanenbaum previously chaired the ABA's Division of Public Education, which 

promotes public understanding of and respect for the law and the legal process, and was 

involved in the national initiative of the ABA dealing with the public's perception of the legal 

profession; and 

WHEREAS, Mr. Tanenbaum further served the legal profession as former Chair of the ABA's 

Commission on Partnership Programs, helping develop a nationwide program to improve client 

relations and communications; and 

WHEREAS, Mr. Tanenbaum also serves as is a liaison to the Supreme Court of Georgia Chief 

Justices' Commission on Public Trust and Confidence and as Vice President of the Atlanta Bar 

Foundation; and 
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WHEREAS, Mr. Tanenbaum Is very active in community involvement, especially children's 

issues, serving on the Boards of Directors of The Hank Aaron Chasing the Dream Foundation; 

The Truancy Intervention Project; Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation- Georgia; Camp 

Kudzu (for children with diabetes); and a founding director of The Children's Museum of 

Atlanta; and 

WHEREAS, this year, M r. Tanenbaum is retiring from his position as Georgia's State Delegate in 

the ABA House of Delegates following 13 years of exceptional service and representation; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of Governors of the State Bar of Georgia is deeply appreciative of Mr. 

Tanenbaum's lifetime contributions that have benefitted the legal profession and the justice 

system. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the State Bar of Georgia does formally recognize and 

express its appreciation to Alan Jay Tanenbaum for his devoted service on behalf of the state of 

Georgia during his terms of service in the ABA House of Delegates. 

Given this 27th day of October 2012. 

~{7~ 
Robin Frazer Clark, President 

State Bar of Georgia 
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