
MEMORANDUM FOR: Board of Governors of the State Bar of Georgia 
 
FROM: Norman E. Zoller, Coordinating Attorney 
  Military Legal Assistance Program  
 
DATE: December 7, 2012 
 
SUBJECT Status of the Military Legal Assistance Program 
 

 
Background and Overview of Work:  Today marks completion of the third 
year of operations by the Military Legal Assistance Program (MLAP) of the State 
Bar of Georgia which began formally on December 7, 2009.  Including the total 
number of cases (186) under coordination of Mike Monahan and since that time, 
a total of 924 requests for legal assistance have been processed from military 
service members and veterans throughout the State and from other places where 
jurisdiction lies in state or federal courts in Georgia, as summarized by category 
below.   
   
Of significance and at the current pace, the MLAP will likely have processed more 
than 1000 cases by February or March 2013.  Besides assisting service members 
and veterans directly with legal issues, these cases represent additional income to 
Georgia lawyers who provide the assistance, even when on a reduced-fee basis. 
 
In addition to processing requests for legal assistance, the program through 
oversight of the Military Legal Assistance Program Committee also initiated or 
served as facilitator for other legal assistance-related activities to include the 
following: 

1) Established an award, known as the Marshall-Tuttle Award, now being 
given annually to an attorney who is deemed to be the outstanding 
lawyer providing pro bono or reduced-fee services to service members 
and veterans.  The inaugural award was presented to Drew N. Early in 
2011 and the second award was presented in January 2012 to attorney 
H. Lane Dennard, Jr.  The next award is scheduled to be presented to 
Cary King during the Board of Governors’ Mid-Year meeting on 
January 12, 2013.   

 
2) Coordinated a six-hour plus Continuing Legal Education Program with 

GA ICLE in September 2010, November 2011, and on November 1, 
2012 (attachment), leading to the accreditation of lawyers to practice 
before the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.  The program 
attracted has attracted hundreds of lawyers at each of these sessions.  
Featured speakers at the most recent program were Will A. Gunn, 
general counsel of the United States Department of Veterans Affairs, 
and remarks delivered by Steve Harper on behalf of Chief Judge Bruce 
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E. Kasold of the United States Court of Appeals for Veterans Claims, 
who was precluded from personally attending the CLE program due to 
the impact of “Hurricane Sandy” on the Atlantic Coast.  The number of 
accredited lawyers in Georgia has increased from 160 in 2009 to now 
505.   

 
Cases Processed.  Below is a summary of the number and types of legal 
assistance cases thus far received and referred to lawyers under the State Bar’s 
Military Legal Assistance Program.  Under the program including the cases 
processed prior to its formal inception in December 2009, a total of 924cases 
have been processed.  Further, a total of 15 additional cases are in process 
(i.e., in the pipeline), awaiting agreement authorizations from potential clients 
(9) or agreements or from attorneys (6) to accept a case.  Further, although the 
program does not handle criminal cases, about 95 inquiries have been received 
from veterans or service members seeking help on a criminal law matter (which 
are typically referred to the applicable county public defender or to a local bar 
association). 
 
 Family Law             465 (includes 59 prior to 12/7/09) 
     Contested Divorce               164 
     Uncontested Divorce     17 
     Divorce Enforcement       9 
      Child Support                 66 
     Guardianship/Adoption                38 
     Visitation       21 
     Child Custody                 91 
 Consumer Law              76 
 Housing/Property              54 
 Foreclosure    14 
 Veterans Benefits/Disability          98  
 Wills/Estates/Probate              39 
 Employment/USERRA/SCRA       28 
 Bankruptcy                14 
 Insurance                16 
 Personal Injury    31 
 Property Damage      3 
 Worker’s Compensation     2 
 Contract       4 
 Medical Malpractice     5 
 Toxic Substances      5 
 Other                  70 
                 924 (includes 186 prior to 12/7/09) 
 
 
Future Work and Considerations.  The principal mission of the Military 
Legal Assistance Program remains receiving and processing requests for legal 
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assistance from service members and veterans.  The MLAP Committee is 
considering other activities in the current fiscal year to include the following: 
 

1) Continued visits to staff judge advocates and their legal assistance offices 
at military bases and bar associations throughout the State.  This included 
participation at a meeting on December 6, 2012, at Fort Benning 
sponsored by the National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges.  
The meeting concerned long term plans to help disseminate training and 
education to judges, practitioners, and concerned others where family law 
impacts and intersects with the military. 

 
2) CLE Programs.  In collaboration with the Military and Veterans Law 

Section, the MLAP Committee and in addition to the “Georgia Military 
Law and VA Accreditation Symposium” in the Fall of 2013, further CLE 
programs are being developed for the Spring 2013. 
 

3) Veterans Courts.  An action committee is being created, in part, concerned 
with possible enabling authority for the existence of such courts (whether 
by court rule or legislation) and also a how-to packet for those judicial 
circuits which desire to establish such courts in their respective 
jurisdictions.  
 

4) Visions for the Future.  At its last meeting on October 26, 2012, the MLAP 
Committee discussed directions, goals, objectives, and programs for the 
Program’s future.  In this respect, a Blue Sky Committee has been created 
to consider and pursue prospective work and activities. 
 
 

Attachment:   

Promotional Flyer from Georgia ICLE on the CLE program, “Georgia 
Military Law and VA Accreditation Symposium”, conducted November 1, 2012. 
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